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Some of the diſtinguiſhing Favours of 
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CHRIST to his Congregational Church 
at Rowel, as handed down in the Mini- 
ſtry of Mr. Jon BEveREY, and Mr. 
THOMAS BROWNING, remembred. 


But- more eſpecially, 


As held forth in the Evangelical Labours and 


holy Converſation of Mr. RichARD Davis. 
being a true Account of his Life and Princi- 


_ . ples, and a juſt Vindication of his Memory . 
1 the falſe Aſperſions caſt thereupon by 

Dr. CALAM x, in the Continuation of his 
Account of the ejected Miniſters. 
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By MATTHIAS MAURICE. 
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Credunt de nobis ou non probantur, & nolunt inquiri, ne 
pProbentur non (de, quæ malunt credidiſſe. Tert. Apol.. 
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85 Bleſſed is that Man that maketh the Lord his Truſt: and re- 
Jpefieth not the Proud, nor ſuch as turn afide to Lies. 
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Dh Beloved in the Long 2 @ „b 6 


— HO you ate but a little Flock in 0 


the Wilderneſs, your Paſture is 
. - ſure; and your ſelyes are ſafe, un- 
ar Re conſtant Care of your neyer-dyin 


| Paſtor, Your deceaſed Miniſters aying 


Chriſt in their Order, and finiſhed their 
- Generation-Work among you: While liv- 
ing they were yours, and their Gifts were 
yours; and being dead, what they ſpeak 


in the following impartial Narrative, I. 
humbly. take Leave to offer unto you as 


1 own, , deſigned. by Providence for 
A 2 Four 
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The Epiſile Dedicatory. 


2 Wo 5 
your further Advantage, and. the Inſtruction 
0 7 your Poſterity. — | 
As their Principles were pure, their 
Preaching powerful, and their Converſa- 
tion exemplary; ſo 1 doubr not but unto 
you their Memory is and will be precious. 


; They were three Worthies of Chriſt, .ſent 
to ſound amongſt you the bleſſed Trumpet 


Beckens Goſpelz and as God de- 
nd em for Service, ſo they did eminent- 


1 ſucceed. The glorious Doctrine of ever- 


laſting Love, and reigning Grace through 
the Blood of Chriſt, they conſtantly and 


e 7 8 the D Juſt, and 


a 


10 ee they, _—Y 
ſacred Scriptures, explained, recam- | 


mended and embraced; an therefore were 


zealous for a Separation from the Ignorant, 


: the Kino ly and Je e ; nd for a 
ſtrict and 


mi 15 ings of 87 | 
you nh Ta Nin 58 0 O's Pixic o. Graes 
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Thus you were uniteg to each other in 
experimental” and yiſible Holineſs, at firſt; 


taking each other by the Hand in the Spi- 
rit and viſible Bonds of Evangelical Refor- 
- mation; 55 a, Tg haying obtained Bee. 2 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory: | 
God, you continue unte this Day a Reformed 
Congregational Church, in a holy Profeſ- 
ſion of Goſpel Doctrine, and in a con- 
ſcientious Practice of Goſpel Diſcipline : : 
It is certain, that Coldneſs and Indiffe- 
rence in the former, Remiſsneſs and Care. 
leſsneſs in the latter, will inevitably, tho 
perhaps inſenſibly, bring Deſolation and 
Diſſolution upon the maſt. flouriſhing 
Churches; therefore, Beloveg,, ſtand faſt 
in the Lord; and be ſtrong in the Grace 
that is in Chriſt Feſus. 
Search the Scriptures; read the Labours 
of God's dear Servants, who have been 
helped in a diſtinguiſhing Manner to vo 
themſelves out in the Explication, 
Vindication of the pure Doctrines 1 19 755 : 
and Church - Government. With Farne | 
_ neſs and Conſtancy deſire the Spirit of the 
Tord te carry you on, into renewed and 
"enlarged Diſcoveries of the Grace and 
Glory of Chriſt; and to work your Hearts 
and Converſations into a greater Confor- 
mity unto all revealed Truths. Eſteem the 
Frowns of the formal, lukewarm, and le- 
gal Profeſſors, a thouſand times more than 
their Fellowſhip: let them return to you, 
but do not you return to them. Dread 
the Thoughts of drawing back; and look 
to your ſelves, that you loſe not thoſe. 
things. you- have wrought. Never have a 
rk in eleuding that Love and Grace ſo 
K A 
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The Epiftle 3 Den dicatory. 


eminently heretofdte cleared up amoi 
you. See thar Remiffneſs, either as to 
practical Religion in your Families, or as 
to a favoury and conſtant” Attendance up- 
on God in private Prayer, creep not upon 
you. Every way ſtir up, promote and en- 
courage every Gift that tends to your Ho- 
lineſs, Comfort and Continuation:”” The 
Prophets do not for vert. 

Tou are à Garden encloſed; and I ear- 
neſtly deſire you may be uch a well. 


Sv 7 P 


ſpring up, Aouriſh; and fruify among you. 
As:I:am' very: far from entertaining mean 
Thoughts of Chriſtian Schools of Educa- 
tion,. would not in the leaſt deſpiſe 
any human Attainments in Languages, 
Arts or Sciences; eſteeming all uſeful, in 
a due Subordination to the Teachings of 
the Spirit of God in the Churehes: but 
let ſuch Attainments be more or les, for 
your Encouragement to nurſe up every 
Gift to its deſigned Perfection, I muſt ob- 
ſerve that the primitive, and therefore by 
the Children of God 1 hope not now to 
be derided Yay, for ripening miniſterial 
Abilities in order to Uſefulneſs, ſeems plain 
from Reproof and Advice given by the 
Lord unto the Church- Members of thoſe 
Days. As he puts ſome of them in mind 
that for the Time they ought to have been 
da dend, publick pra ſo he exhorts 
Ss . If: - RSICD3EIG . others | 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
, others to cove? earneſtly. the beſt Gifts; 
but rather that they might propheſy : that 
is, explain and preach the Word of God. 

Let no Perſon, who in a becoming Spirit, 
and under hopeful Buddings of Evangelical 
Gifts, falls in with this Advice, be wich 
an envious Taunt reproached, that he de- 
fires to be a Preacher: but pray the Lord 
of the Harveſt to ſend forth. Labourers. 
And in a ſpecial Manner let Chriſtian Love 
reign. thro and over all your Gifts, TOs 
and Attainments. 

The holy. Spirit of God that dwelleth i in a 
you is 4 Well of living Water, ſpringing 
up unto eternal Life; and gives Faith and 
. its Work, Love and its Labour, Hope and 
the Patience belonging to it; walk in him, 
wait for him: that eminent Day of the 
Spirit haſtens, and the promiſed Glory of 
Chriſt's. Kingdom cannot be far off. Mer- 
cy and Truth be with OP 314 and gy 
Orang, 1 3 | 
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N ſacred Writings, the Lively ** Asions, py 
Zeal and the Uſefalneſs of many podly Parſons | 
Fand upon Record; - without doubt for our Infiruc- 
tion 3 That their Zeal might provoke many; and 
that the Grace of God, unto his dear aud eminent 
Servants in following Ages, ſhould not be buried jn 
Oblivion. I, hen in a dus Spirit aus read over the - 
Lives of the Godly decoas d, and confider be 
abundant Grace of God to them, and by them, wwe 
are immediately led to glorify God in cbm. 
But in Writings-of ſuch 4 Nature we miſt al. 
20495 remember that we read the Lives of Men 
b wore attended with Imperfeftions, and in- 
dwelling Corruptions 3 though many of them bag 
attained a good Degree in the Faith, and an . 
auen Meaſure of SanBity : The Life of no per fal 
Jinleſ3 Man bring yet writton, but that Account the 
bol Spirit has given us of the Man Chriſt Jeſus. 
In reading the precious Attaiuments, Deliverances, 
Uſe — and Conſolations of the Codis, even 
white they were yet encompaſs'd with Infrmitits, 
others are encouraged to preſs. forward in the 
; S#rengeh of the Lord, ; Sheng they find tbemſelurs 
oak; and wait far the fame — hougb they 
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1 the PREFACE. 

Cod in tender. gracious Dealings with ſome of bis. 
Children, ſhews in them unto. others à Pattern of 
long Suffering, and ſuperabundant Grace, which, . 
upon due Conſideration, * * find of a very 


encouraging Nature. 
I hope the ſhort, yet true * Lecount, given in the 


following Sheets of Mr. John Beverly, Mr. Tho- 
mas Browning, aud Mr. Richard Davis, may be 
of | one Benefit umo the poor Servants of Chrift, 
labour in the Word and Doctrine: For the 
5 firſt is an eminent Inſtance of Grace; in godly 
Zeal gathering the Children of God into Fellowſhip, 
and congregational Church Order, according to the 
Jnftitutions of Chriſt, in the Face of a great. deal 
of Hatred and Oppoſition from the Ignorant and 
Prefane in the Neighbourhood: In the ſecond. we 
have a Pattern of heavenly Zeal. and Patience itt 
faithful diſcharge-iof. paſtoral Duties, in feeding 
e-Flock, though under ſeveral. ſore. Trials, . Per+ 
fecutions>and-[mpriſonment : In the\third a godly 
Example. of all. + — in à conſtant Ai- 
 tendance upon all-the.; Duties. of. his. Place as 4 
bild, and a: Servant of God, in the. Face of all 
-Oppoſitions and Keproaches he met with from 4 
profklfing, as well as a profane Party. In a like 
manner the Account it is boped may be of Uſe unto 
God's poor Children in general, who; labour under 
maniſold Temptations, 2 without, Fears 
within, innumerable Diſcour agements. . For that 
Grate which bas been ſo ſufficient 10 others. under 
lite Circumſtances, and particularly to thoſe menti- 
; on Servants f God, they have Reaſon 10 hope 
| will be ſufficient for. them. en een lr 
In ibe Mort I pretend. not-to-give a full Account 
ef the wonder ful Appearances of divine Grace unto 
en and a by 1 Leing beyond the reach f 


The PR E:F A*C:EZ | iii. 
eps of divine Grace aud Providence in the Caurſe 
of their Life and Work, unto the Conſideration af: 
_ thoſe who are wiſe in the things of Cod; who from 
ſuch à part will eee fom 42 e- Judg- 
ment of the whole. dts Aran 
 #hether we were in our Duty or 201, in that 
we did not publiſh an Account of this Nature long 
before now, I ſhall not here. determine; but it is 
liteln we ſhould have lived longer in the negle# of 
it, Dr. Calamy had been pleaſed, either ta have 
1 ſaid nothing concerning the Bead, or to bave given 
2 true and juſt Account of their Memory. Ti 
p Account \which the Doctor heretofore gave of tbe 
ejected Miniſters, being judged even by Limfolf very 
Hort and imper fett, he thought it his proper Bufi- 
nei to continue the Account. under additional lu- 
provement.. It is no part of m Buſinsſs to con- 
der how true or bow pertinent bis Stories in gane 
ral are; only I muſt :own-that\1i4u8s- o= 
viſbed to read what. be:thought«fit to add unte the 
Story of Mr. Browning (in pag. 638 f his Con 
Nn lately publiſhes) which, + ſhall bers It ard 
5 Kn and e I . . n bs; a8 
5 Nn BAN TY, 7 I. hat Ade 3 
4 Vreden or Desborongh, Mr r. e Brown- 
3 it ſhould be Desbarou near Rotel. A re- 
mark able Story in which this Mr. Browning was 
concerned, may be met with: in the Cumfor miſtr 
Fourth Plea: for the Nonconformifts, p.83, Inthe 
latter part of his Liſe he had à great deal of 
Trouble from his Neighbour Mr. Richard Davis, 
ho, wih his odd Notions, and dividing Prin- 
ciples and Practices, gave no ſmall Diſturbance 
to all the Miniſters and Con ions, round 
| 1 many that lived at 4 Diſtance, 
and in other Countries; but Mr. Bromning op- 
b e 'd- kane the, en, and n the. = 
A 8 5 2 2 
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ir The PRE FA C.. | 
of Mr. Davis's Hearers (which had fomewhat 
in them that was pretty ſingular) had made a 
Noiſe for ſome time, they at length ceaſed — 
- wore off by Degrees; and it is to be hoped that 
Mr. Davis, with all his — Was not r : 
or aFeal Iu Fong." 62126 


<a : the form Hoary in by! Life of ſuch & 
7 Compaſs," liable d ſo. many Exceptions; and 


Jam amazed tbe Dottor fhould araw ſucb à Cloud 
_ ver; bis Gharatier,. as 10 0wn bimſelf the Author 
1 11. Ws: Humour be propoſed to gratify,. or 
bal Canſe br defigned 10 ſupport by ſuch Stories, 
I ute mint un. Bar as I am certain a ghd Ganſe 
Wil. for ever. ubbor all the Aſſiſtance. Fal ſhoad may 
_ offer, ſo Ian well ſatisfied that a Perſon who 
s Con{ripnce. of walking. with God, will not 
2575 to bunt after, tate ap and publiſh. evil and 
Regorti-azamf others, under whatever. pres 
| "no. Prevorations.. "Surely. then ſuch a Hafen | 
cannot. think of Zefaming the Dead, trampling. pots 
. their. Aſues, and. caſting Birr upon their Memory, 
bo, had. 4 real Spirit of Piety while. bere, ama 
ee are now at reft with Cbrift, without 
due gina Alborrruce. I runnot perſuade amy felf = 
bat 4 good. Man can le fo ic ted as to invynt 
Jen ent, Uutrut he as. the Story contains; nor 


2 3 without the. greatefi Difficulty, once imagine, 
tia. 
worſe. of it; 85.20 publiſh /ach. Stories 40 ae Warld 
apon./ r and uniertain Iuformation.” 0 
De Nuctor in the beginning of din Uwe FA 
' Fault with himfeif pak ing Roth wel or Deſ- 
"borough, aber rut l /aps. it bali be Desborow 
nar Roel. V often falls amber Obſervation, that 
| Ae. gat with Ahundance. of Guard nu Caution, 
is 6% dd ene iy ü | 
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The PREFACE v 
much of that, or ſomething elſe that can't deſerva 
ſo good a Name us'd here, that no Body, without 
the Doflor's. Help, can T_T what #5 ine 


_ tendell;, 


- Whether be was heretofore. at a Fr fo know 
which of the two Towns Mr. Browning lived at, 
but now in correcting his own Story, fixes upon one 
of then; or whether he formerly thought both the 
Names belonged ro one Town ;" or yrs, wo he finds 
Fault with the Spelling uſed in bis firſs Account, 


But now altered in his Fe it very differ 


cult to underſtand, though ef very liirle Uſe ben 
ander ſtood. But all the: Of the Doctor defigned this 
for was, to introduce a piece of Indignatron againſt the 
Memory of a" faithful Servant of Chriſty and ſo re 
forms" himſelf in an inſgniſitant Trifie, 10 fi nity 
bow tu he maſt be in every Puni#iliv of Hier 
and bo the Render muy ſatisfy bimfelf that the 
Grey iWbich was 10 follow muſt not only_be altoges- 
tber true; but exceeding pertinm, and pen after | 


2 = ent Search, and the utmoſi Deliberation.” 


i 


. ut. ſuppoſing "the Doctor by fayi ying it ſhould be 
a Denne — rh fired Place of Mr. Browi- 
a inge, Abode, 7 muſt obſerve, that bis Story is mi- 
- mended : If be bail pleas'd:to' uſe proper 
| Mrbbds ro inform. himſelf, without raking thugs 
3 how, wh ht have known, and ſo 
L. eee l ſeeing be judged 
Þ/3, that Mr. Browning, after having 

4 — 4 bout. iow Years at row, turned 
out upon Nonronformity, was then thoſe by the con 
1 a pot MER 67 whom be dwelt 
rift as their Pa or abort twenty 
vhree Tears, and then fell aſſaep A5. Lord, 
Nat Comern My. Browning had in that Story 
 oatted remarkable in he Conformiſt's Plea, I ſhall 
9 Nonier f * h Dottor did, but 


imme: 


vi TheP'REFATCE. 
2 immediately go along with bim 10 what be calls the 
latter hart of Mr. Browning? Life; and there we 
are informed that be met with a great deal e 
Trouble from bis Neighbour Mr. Richard Davis. 
Perhaps ſome. might have thought it very entertain- 
ing, if the'Dottor bad given the World ſome Ac- 
count of the "Particulars of that Trouble. For as. 
4 great deal muſt be capable of being divided and 
Jiſlinguiſbed into its ſevera! Parts, ſo we muſt N 
think * the Doctor, if any Body, capable of giving. 
4 very diffinft. Account f the many Inſtances of 
Ti rouble Zoo Mr. Browning underwent from his 
Neighbour." Fe might us well have told us hat 
Sermons he preached; what Cautiant be gave, bat 
Jaurnies he zou, and what. Diſputations he main. 
tained again Mr. Davis, and. what Succeſs" at- 
tended ull bis Endeavonrs.. But bad the Story been 
2 particular a if is paſitive;"s there il on? thing 
that nuf or ever effeftually:ſpoil it, Mr. Bro wi 
wal dead near froe Tears ee Mr.Devis' 
came ifo Northamptonſfiirt. Dan „Alete 
Bui de art informed that the: . things in Mr. 
Davis hieß brought about" this great. Trouble te 
| Mr. Browning were his odd Notions, and di- 
viding Principles and Practices. Neither is hs 
Door at" Leiſure to give us any particular Account 
F tboſe Notions, nor whether be meant \ thereby 
erent” ones from bis dividing: Principles ';. only by 
. 5 them: add, be . Navely intend that be flood = 
by e in thoſt Notions; none of the Godly be. 
ang of bis Mind "But all this: being general, 'ambi- 
guss, and autbout any Inſtance, 1 muſt, bum 
ate leude 0 lobt upon the quhole at defaming and 
Nanderbns. Indeed it is u "pefible. thing for un odd 
Worion tb he a very trus ont, and for dividing Prin- 
Se Pratfiices tu be: very juſt, or ibe Doctor 


very * put ta it to napiſy tris aun Sepia- 
ration: 


8 


ration: But when he condeſcends. to explain him- 
. ſelf, and make it evident wnto the World, that 
| though. be entertains dividing Principles, and con- 
cerns bimſel, in dividing Practices, others muſt not; 
or, that it is our Duty to divide along with him, 
but not divide from bim, to divide juſt ſo far as he. 
does, but a downright Sin to ſtep any farther -: 
what be ſays ſhall be conſidered, .  _ * 
Mr. Davis's Principles. and Practice the Doctor 
may find a true Account of in that part of the fol- 
lowing Narrative which. more directiꝝ concerns him. 
But in general 1 may bere obſerve,. that his Prin- 
ciples in Matters of Faith were entirely conſiſtent 
with what is juſtly called the Proteſtant, Dofirine. 
In Church Diſcipline he was of the ſame Fudgement 
irh the bleſſed Hooker, Cotton, Owen, Good- 
win, Chauncy, and other eminent. and faithful 
Servants of Cbriſt in the congregational May 
which tbe Doctor calls Independency. Bat it 
ſeems thoſe Principles are dividing ones, aud there: 
fore by all means to be .oppoſed., and gerbaps due 
muſt not be told that moſt of the ejected Miniſters 
were of thoſe Principles, leſt. @. vigorous Imitation 
hould render the. Oppoſition contemptible and inefe 

actual. . I ſuppoſe the DoBar is no Stranger to that 
| Perſon who ſaid, I have rooted Independency.out 
of Kent, and I am. reſolyed I will root it out of 
4 Exc. But alas 45 all Anil. Je in vain; ſo lang at 
the Root of it is in the Bible it will grow. again, 
' though the Lord ſhould ſuffer that Gentleman to glut 

bimjelf ith Indignation. againſt it, and. Revenge 
Cod in 4 boly Converſation, and a rift Obſervir 
tion of Chriſt's. Command ta, feed. his Sheep. Ay, 
but ſuch, Principles and Practices, ſays, the Hutter, 
' gave. 10 ſmall Diſturbance to all the Ae, 

VV | ane 
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2 1 tons round him, and even many that 
72 ſtance, and in other Count ios. The 
mere the Pity / That Truth, Holineſs and Seal 
Manid difturb them. So of old All the City was 
mov d, laying, who is this? But feeing one godhj; 

| bamble, zealous. Servants of Chrift gave them ſo 

_ mach 3 what will —— of them ben 

par? cap all be poured down from on high, ac- 

5 to the Promife! when God all wm =_ 
Wa and great ſball be tho Company of 1h. 

publiſh it? — 5 However, lot us conſder the Rel 

pr — Cos and Congregations had; for Churches 


maß not be lle, in order to com- 

oe 2 T2 4 yd more Ref. Says the Door, 
Mr. Brouming oppos d him to the uttermoſt. 

_ Chis was very kind of Mr. — 20 underrate 

aucb a Labour, that wks ere might lye down 

and take their Kaſe : * Doctor 


woald have us believe, Foc gel Gentleman, 
in the datter part of bis Life, did not only oppoſe | 


mr. Davis about Home, but purſued bim au op. 


. poſed bim n u Diſtance, and in other Counties. 
For in t not faid zhut ur oppaſed bim 4 his wrrers. 
Fa cee by all Wars and Aare v 

Per gans, "ar ol 

Ma and Places, and #0 al T, Imtents and Pap 

This is what: we muſt. believe, if we believe the 


Dotzor's Words. But v0 take this I muſt again 


\Chrift Tong before Mr. Davis came into 
rhe Cane Au I mf ohiſerve, -that- of My. 
Brownin and Mr. Davis had been Neigh s 
n Sw on * 7 Per- 

ch excellent 


* 


aint. the Reader that Mr. Browning "was at 
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Wag ng 06 Mr. —— 5 Endeavters bad 
among bed- Congregations the Doctor in- 
forms us not; Wot en f0 acquaint us that bis La- 
| hours hed ſome Succeſt among Mr. Davis's Hear- 
ert and Admirers : For their Fits which had 
ſamewhart pretty ſingular in them, at length 
eraſed, and wore off by Degrees. 
In ibis there arg ſeveral upacconntable Infinuatte 
| ons, which muſt fall under the Notice of any h 
Adorate Ppr/ou's ds. 2 4 chat Mr. Davis's Hear- 
ers cuere damirers of Him. I Maß tel the Dacs 
tar, that Mr. Davis was a Man that be ver ſought 
after penular Admiration. He 9 coveted the 
Ehief Seat in be W ae Wt to he called of 
Mev Rabbi, @ Title of the ſaxue Importance with 
Doctor. He might — adorn d his Name with 
additions] Letters with af much: Fuſtice as ſeme 
ethers, who mate it evident they Leet, the Hyonaur 
that is from Alen; but be precched vot bimfelf, | 
but Chriſt Jetus the Lord. And as far the Pros 
pie aud lowed to bear bim, they mere better ine 
 Prufted than. to admire any Man, Chriſt wag 
their all in all; a F am perſuaded, if the Dorr 
tar bad but acguginted bimfelf witli them, be wont, 
baus reſtraiurd bis Pam from this unjuſt and unhet 
coming Cienſurs. Then the Doctor muſt e 
that ail Ar. Davis s Hrorers. bad Fits y or e 
ſurayibe would haus ſaid ſome of his Hearers, or 
many af them. Any Perſon being a Stranger y 
the Affair, muſt, bythe Doctor Hords,”\ think 
that every ingividugh muſt-be intended. Whereas, 
there was deut & Man, aud but a fe ile 
Women, under thoſe Afiittions. But why muſt 4 
few hyſteric Fits, ſtar d at bythe Thoughtleſs, and 
repreach'd ih rbe Malicious heretofore, be now, by . 
fa-grave and conſiderate a Perſon, reviv'd for Ends- 
man and law, noi becoming the Gaſpe] S. 


SY 
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muſt Aittious of this Nature be mentioned at all, 
unleſs with aDeffen to vindicate ſome Providence from 
abuſive Interpretations; any more than Fevers, Agues, 
cc. Ox are they the only Aflictions which muſt not 
Is itbougbt under the Management of wiſe Love, 
as deſgned Bleſſingsi ro the choſen ? I muſt -own, that 
J am very ſorry the Cavils and Clamours of the 
Jenorant” and ee e be fo far counte- 
N 
Ba 712 Door muſt alſo nee that Mr. Davis 
fome how or other procured - thoſe Fits: If he does 
nut intend ſo much; why-muſt they be brought in to 
blacken'bis Character? I think nothing more uncha- 
ritable could be inſinuated againſt a holy Man of 
God, judged even by 1b Dodo = 70 — 
real Spirit Pere 
But then in the next Plate theſe Fits, She: Doe- 
tor ſays, had ſomewhat in them that was. pretty 
ſingular." What would he, I wonder,” have be 
world believe conterning\them ! What was this 
pretty angular Somewhar?”'T am perſuaded be cun- 
not give a fair Hecbunt of any thing really friguler 
in Sew 3' though be leads vbe e by the Hand 
Jo far as to point him to the wor Thought" be tan 
entertain. * To cenſurs "without juſt © Cauſe is bad; 
fo carry Expreſſions in Cenſarel beyonth \Fat# and 
Proof is worſe; and till to ſuggeſt and infinuate 
Beyond what Perſons dart expreſs is moſt abomina 
Be: The firſt is fur beneath a Goſpelalhlini ßer, ibe 
next is as far beneath a-Ghriftian,"but the laſt is 


wery far beneath a Man. Paying due Deference | 


to th Doctors Name, I muſt affert here what 1 
uam fully perſuaded will ſtand in the great Day of 
"Account, that the Doctor was, whon be writ bis 
Story, in a Fit ten thouſand time: wor /e than any 


be endeavours to expoſe to Reproach; tbough I muſt 
own that” in his Fit "hoe was nothing lingular 3 


0 . 
—— 


ſuch 


bs 
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. ſuch Fits being very common among all Mr. Davis's 
Enemies, from the leaſt to the greateſt. 

pon the Doctor's Account of the Fits T ſball 
only ada, that it is clever to ſes bow Mr. Brown-, 
ing is brought in as the mighty Perſou wha con- 
quered thoſe Fits at laſt : For the Doftor. plainly. 
aſſerts, if his Words in any Coherence can be un- 
derſtood, that upon Mr. Browning's Oppoſition, 
' thoſe Fits, after ſome Noiſe, at length ceas'd, and 
wore off. by Degrees And beſides, we muſs know 
that he was giving Mr. Browning's Character unto 
the World; and therefore what he ſays f things 
done in his Story, muſt ſome how. or other: refer ta 
bim. It is however pretty remarkable, that after 
the Fits bad ceas'd, they wore off by Degrees. 


o = . 


J have for my part diſcourſed of thoſe. Fits with 
ſeveral who bad been affiiftted with them, and 
with others who were Eye-witnefſes of thoſe Af. 
fliftions, and according to the beſt: Judgment I can 
form of them they were only hyſterical, which being 
attended with an Obſeruttion of the animal Spirits, 
and in Propartion with its Conſequences, or with 
Perturbations and violent Emotions of Body and 
Mind, though: 52 foreign to the Nature of ſuch 

Aſfictions, raid Amaſement in the Ignorant, and 
were improved. by the Malicious to ſerve their baſe 
Defigns, in Oppoſition to the Salvation of God. 
There: were ſeveral affiifted therewith, before ever 
Mr. Davis came into tbs Country. * them 
afflicted, he pitied them, be prayed for them; ne- 
wertheleſs far ſome time, ſo was the Will of God, 
the Afiiftion continued, and in ſome meaſure, in- 
rreasd; and Mr. Davis's Concern on the account 
 #hereof. was very great, ſo that it migbt he ſaid to 
1e a great Affition ig bim and the Church, and 
For the. Removal of vit, «before the Lord they prayed 
G ceaſing. Bus a their, fear. ſoul | 
Becki | 2 | | 7 


a 5 


foreads u litik Plaiſter, and applies it W My. Da | 
vis, hoping" doubtleſs thertby to beat himſeif; and. 


_— Faults $3 that is; iw 
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be kürbed to their Reproach; or by they ſpould 
be inſulted by Men, becauſe afflicted by the Lords. 


; J kae t6+ Perſons of the Doftor” 5 rharitable Prin- | 


ciptes ard Spirit to anſwer 7 
I it mated promiſed that Jetuſalem Doutd 1 | 
& Burdenfome Stone unto all that burden themſelves 
With it, tbdugb all the People of the Eurib be ga- 
thered toget bby <7 ainft it; 160 Pall not only be 
eminent iy 1 hereafter before all the World, 
bat even falls in * particalar Inſtances, often under 
Notice at preſent. Om lively Stone belonging to 
the ſpiritual Building proved Buruenſome to the 
Doctor; for in hg the Memory thereof in the 
Dirt, 5 returbed- upon bim. Ts "0 mding the 
Name and Labours of Mr. Davis, br zave his 
% Conſcience a little Wound, Gract not Paving 
n it bite of Tendrneſs, and therefort # 


2), thongh the Fords" es from” bim #ubwvardly. 
55 5 "a it is to be hoped, that Mr. Davis, 
ith all his Faults, was nöt deſtitute of a real 
Spirit" of Piety. This Spirit of Pikty in Mr. 
Davis, ſemt alſo in Commeion To be the Fruit of 
Mr. Browning's vigor0#5" Oppoſition 3 rough the | 


hole of it i put int furb u Amim five Form that 


A rbme let very Vitele Voor dry, N i all bis Ch⁰ 


1 Hd afford, un fo e muß be contented. 


F i, to'be hoped ; hen hoped” with all his 
ing" all bis holy Zeal 
againſt ul, Sin, and for Dbwi#ful Gpdlineſi in Chrift 


| 705 for uber Faulty, Leither- the Door nor 1he 


orld can prove upon bim; and then 10 be hoped 
br was not deſtitute. 1+ x Ir /o often clipped and 


| Houded, that were it not 46 as by one that 


La arts Mr. Davis's Memory, from it we 


be at a N Loſs — conclude 77 "Ws 
| ;S 


Fa 
WEE. . 


& 
<> 
* 
25 
13 
2% 
i" 
. 
br 
2 1 
= 
v1 
1 
oy 
* : 
22 
WE, 
24 
1 
7 
7 0 
* 
wo 
0 
7 
8 
|, 


' all impatti 


| there is no more Fuſtict and Trut any of the 
Mile Stories the Doctor has ſent into the World, 


| ſure of any impartial 
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his State. But 1 nuſt, I hope without Vanity, 


tale the Liberty to tell the World, that as holy 


Mr. Davis is never the worle for all thoſe ſinful 
Endeavours.of tht Doctor to 745 1 Ae 1 
al Perſons will ne der look upon the 

Dottor to he much the better for this man Reſti- 
tation, which either Mercy to, hithſelf, or, Piry to 
abuſed. Pitty, did drato from him at lat. 
I would not have any Body 10 5 that I think 

b in ahy of the 


than in this under Conjiderationz only 1 muſt own, 
that from this I cannot belp being fixed under 4 


fort of a Difficulty to believe any thing therein, un- 


leſs I know it to be true. Ii is Pity that any who 


Eretend to write Hiſtory, ſhould, by Partiality, In- 


dignation, Weakneſs, # Wickedneſi, lay ſuch 
Pumblig Blotks in the May of their Readers. _ 
Upon the moſt deliberate Conſideration, . I can by 
no means blame my ſelf, nur can I expteft the Cen- 

| Man in the World, for at- 
tempting a juſt Vindication of a godly Man's Me- 
tory. This I could never do, without taking No- 
tice of . the falſe defaming Aſperſions, together with 


ie Gentleman, who owns bimſelf before the 
Hora, to be the Author of them; for which the 
Doctor muſs excuſe ne. For I uſe no more Freedom 
with him than the Nature of the thing required 


If he could have thought. of a better Way, 1 gave 
im Opportunity enough to acquaint me with it; for 

mickly after I had tead the unjuſt defaming Story 
in the Doctor, I took the Liberty to writ? i bim ds 
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LAT you have been pleaſed to add in 
Y.Y . your Continuation of Account, p. 638. 
concerning Mr. Browning and Mr. Davis, is en- 
tirely falſe. Mr. Davis never gave Mr. Brown. 
ing any Trouble. Mr. Browning was fo far from 
oppoſing Mr. Davis to the uttermoſt, that he 
never oppos'd. him at all; being at Reſt with 
Chriſt near five Years, before ever Mr. Davis 
came from London into the Country. But had 


they been Neighbours, it is very improbable 


that Perſons of ſuch an excellent Spirit, as they 
both . were, and alſo of the 5 8 
Doctrine and Diſcipline, ſhould have diſagreed. 


gp 9 % : 


Your fixing odd Notioq upon Mr. Davis, with- 
_ out naming them, and itfnyatings as if all his 

Hearers had Fits, which upon Mr. Browning's 
Oppoſition, firſt ceas d, and then wore off by 
Degrees, muſt certainly be judged every Way 
beneath a Gentleman of your Charities: Sir, 
what you have printed is a notorious Miſtake, 
and a manifeſt Injury to the Memory of holy 
Mr. Davis, and good Mr. Browning his Prede- 
ceſſor. We deſire to know what Method you 

will pleaſe to take to rectify this publick Wrong 
done to the Dead and the Living, which alle 


nuſt now be tranſmitted to Poſterity; and if we 


approve, thereof, it will Tore us the Trouble and 
Fains to ſet the whole Affair in a true Light before 


i an, &c. . 


But the Doctor not thinking it worth bis while © 
o fend me one Line, put me upon ſome Endeavours 


DI 
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to offer the true Character of the holy and abuſed 
Mr. Davis; and being ſo engaged, I found my ſelf 
under a Neceſſity to give a true Account of Mr. 
r e alſo, his Principles and Practice, be- 
cauſe the Doctor had abuſed them both. Then being 
carried back ſo far in my Thoughts, I judged it 
expedient to give ſome Account of godly Mr. Be- 
verly, who was Mr. Browning's Predeceſſor, and 
an Nes in the Hands of Chriſt, for the ga- 

 . thering of the Church; with whom therefore all 
Order requires I ſhould begin. ls | 
I. foall here only add, that as the Matter of all 
Hiſtory ſhould be Truth, and the Defign thereof In- 
formation, unto the ſpecial Advantage of thoſe. 
who are for furniſhing themſelves or others with 


agreeable Notions of Perſons and Things, ſo I hum- 


bly expect the following Narrative will, among 
Lovers of Truth, meet with Acceptance; having 
Simplicity, Truth, and I truſt a good Deſign to re- 
commend it. And I am perſuaded, that even Dr. C. 
ſo far as real Chriſtianity prevails, will, in the Spi- 
rit of Love; rejoice in the Truth; and the ra- 
ther, becauſe Nee in the World may hereby be 

delivered from the bad Conſequences of bis Mi- 
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Some Account of Mr. Johin Beverly, 
in his Miniſiry and Work among 
the People of God at Rowel. 


HEN the Father of Lights was 
| Pleas'd to ſhine upon England in fo . 
eminent a manner by the Miniſtry of 
275 many hundreds of his dear Servants, 
who were greatly bleſs'd with Godlineſs, Learn- 
ing and all Abilities for his Work, and wonder- 
fully owned with Succels therein, in ſovereign 
Grace Roel came into his Remembrance: And 
about the Year of our Lord 1655, a dear Ser- 
vant of Chriſt, Mr. 7ohn Beverly, was ſent thi- 
ther for ſpecial Service. I do not apprehend it 
any part of my preſent Buſineſs to inform the 
World of the various Turns of this Gentleman's 
Life, his Accompliſhments and Uſefulnels as a 
Tutor in an Univerſity, his Service for Chriſt 
In ſeveral Parts of Scotland, as well as in Eng- 
land: For my Concern with him riſes no higher 
than that Service he was called to in the latter 
part of his Life at Rowe]. The Providence of 
God, which according to the higheſt Wiſdom, 
Grace, and Goodneſs, over-rules' all the Con- 
cerns of his Children, brought him thither, and 
fixed him there, perhaps in ſuch a way as we 
cannot eaſily account * In a Letter of his 
eee ee | 1 9 


2 _ Some drcomtof © 
to Collonel Read, dated April 28. 1657, he takes 

Notice how God had proſpered him in the Con- 
verſion of Souls, and then immediately adds, 

© Oh how ſweet are Children of declining Days 
given of the Lord! Upon your Honour's Let- 
N „ ter to Mr. Pet N me a Living of 
| © two hundred 3 ids per Annum, but I know 
| © not, how in Zeal and Fear as to my Health, I 
© eam by good Providence whete I am. He 
did not call it à good Providence, becauſe a 
greater Portion of this World, than what Mr. 
Peter's offer d him, was here thrown down into 

his Lap: For in a Letter of his to Mr. Collins, 
Preacher to the Council in Scotland, dated De- 
| . 165%, he tells him, that he was not 
ſure of fifty Pounds per Annum; but that which 
affected his Heart, was the Succeſs which at- 
tended his Labours in the Converſion of Souls. 
And if ht called it ſuch a good Providence, well 

„ thight the poor Taabitants of Roel, 1 mea 

thoſe of them eſpecially who were converted By 

his Miniſtry, call it ſo! The Lord by his pow- 
erfal Providence diſpoſes of his Seryanrs, their 
Service, together with the Time and Place there- 


of, always according to his wiſe and gracibus 


Counſel, though not always according to their 


Intentions and Deſigns. So As xvi. 6,7, 8. 
But finding Mr. Beverly where good Provi- 
dence, as he Pies. had caſt him; his Fitnefs for 
Service, his. Labours and Succeſs, and how all 
was a Bleſſing to thoſe among whom he Was 
caſt, ſhould be briefly cofifideted. 
I think it is impoffible for a wiſe good Man 
deliberately to deſpiſe, deride, and trample upon 
.  —uman,, Learning, as being of no uſe in the 
: P Churches of Chriſt. I deſire to be found among 
hole that ſhouldrtjoice to Ke more of it flouriſh 
r * 


1 „ Ar. Beverly 4 Miniſtry OJ 3 


in its due Place, under the ſanctifying Teachings 
of the Spirit of Chriſt among all his Servants, 
The Scripture {| eaks honourably of it in Moſes 
and Daniel; anc doubtleſs, Pauls being brought 
up at the Feet of Gamaliel, might upon ſome 
' Occaſion be of uſe to him after then : He thank- 
ed God that he could ſpeak more Tongues than 
ſome others. 'To1 underſtand the Words of the 
-:ripture in the Language wherein delivered by 
the Holy Ghoſt, withour doubt muſt have i its 
V Uſefulneſs in dividing the Word of Truth aright; 
being ſanctified by him, from whom cometh 
every good and perfect Gift, I am inclined to 
p<] that no. Perſons deſpiſe ſuch a Gift, but 
thoſe who are ignorant themſelves, or would im- 
ole upon The e that are ſo. It is evident that 
Mr. Beverly was a Perſon of conſiderable Attain- 
ments in all good Literature, from the Character 
he bore as Fellow of Trinity College in Cambridge, 
and from bis printed Labours the Publick has 
| been bleſs'd with, But thoſe Accompliſhments 
Were but as Handmaids unto higher and more 
heavenly. ones which God fayoured him with; 
for by the Power of convertin Grace, his Sox 
IM 15 ha into ſpecial 55 uaintance 'wit 
him crucified, Ke he might live 
Th bim by Faith, and preach him to others. . 
According to the Account he himſelf gives in 
| ſome Papers, which by Providence fell into m 
Hands, he undertook ſoon after che Lord's fir 
working upon him (they are. oy own Words) to 
record, or write down Day by Day, in a very 
Wa manner, the ee of God, with 


is Soul; which Courſe he continued for ten 

cars and upward ; but being left off for ſome 
Ame, be reaſſumes it March 1 1658. Ir is evi: 
Aer, that 2 the Loos Arſt 1 1225 
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him, he intends the powerful Operations of the 
Spirit in his Regeneration, or Converſion to. 
God ; whereby is alſo intimated the Senſe he 
had of the ſame omnipotent Hand eontinuing 
to work upon him, and in him. Thus under 
the Work of God's Spirit he was ſent forth to 
work in God's Vineyard. Though his learned 
Accompliſhments were now, his Soul being con- 
verted, of great Uſe to him, yet without this 
Work of the Spirit of God upon his Hcart, 
they would have been to him but what they are 
to others, who remain in a natural State, Fuel 
for Pride and Vanity. But the Perſon being 
ſanctified in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and 
by the Spirit of our God, his Learning was 
ſanctified to him, and to the People of God 
whom he did ſerve. Unto the Pure all things 
are pure: but unto them who are defiled and un- 
believing is nothing pure, but even their Mind and 
Conſcience is deſiled. Therefore unto the Wicked 
God ſaith, hat haſt thou to do 10 declare my 
Statutes / Thoſe who are apt to teach are them- 
ſelves taught of God. They are reconciled to 
God, have the W or d; of Reconciliation com- 
mitted to them, or put into them, as the Origi- 
nal hath it, that they may beſeech others, to be 
reconciled to the Moſt High. de Spirit of 
Holineſs dwelleth in them, and under his Ope- 
FTuations they love Holineſs, explain and recom- 
mend it to others, and conſtantly preſs forward 
towards greater Degrees of it themſelves. 
Such was our Mr. Beverly: A Taſte of his 
Spirit He god) y; Reader may take in his own 
Words, March 3, 1688. Upon the Viſit of a 


dear Brother in the, Goſpel, Mr. Dandy ſweet- 
© ly diſcourſing of Mrs. | Drake, hou ſhe was 
£ Exerciſed. by Satan, and dealt with by: _ 


Ta. F 5 — 


* 


Mr. Beverly's Miniſtry. 5 
Dod of precious Memory; O it pierced me to 
£ hear how ſhe conſum'd with Terrors of Soul, 
© and that I (vile Wretch) ſnould in all my Lan- 
< guiſhment have ſuch frequent melting ſweet 
£ Incomes ! O that I ſhould be laid on a Bed of 
© Roſes, when others are pierced through” with 
© Thorns!” Thus from a Principle of Holineſs, 
and evangelical Tenderneſs he pitied the Di- 
ſtreſſed, and admired Grace: Then preſently adds, 


After earneſt praying, with inward Heart- 


© trouble for a Soul Delivery from Sin, O that I 
might rather not act than act ſinfully! What! 
Live to diſhonour my God, to diſparage Truth, 
c. I then with much Meltingneſs, through 
Mercy, and Brokennefs of Heart, beſought 
© the Lord for the Proſperity of the Goſpel. 

The Frame of his Spirit the following Day is 
thus expreſſed by him; l find a ſweet, melting, 
© humble Deſire, after being truly ſpiritual in 
Improvement of ge ſeeming little Reſpite 
deu e Lift) O'the elf-vil 

6 Inſufficiency ! how kindly doth it work, be- 
© ing impreſs d by the omniporent Spirit ?* His 


great Senſe of the exceeding rich Mercy of God, 


in reaching him by converting. Grace, as alſo 
| how, he abhorred the Remainders of Corruption 
in him, I find expreſſed by him as follows: 1 
© Had: farther ſweet Incomes in Conſideration of 


fa. lol but eſpecially through Mercy were 


* my Flats and Couch watered with ſome melt- 
© ing Tears, in Conſideration how God's con- 


*:yerting- Goodneſs did ſeize uſually on ſuch as 


:6-my- ſelf 3 the moſt wretched, rugged, ſinful 
Natufes. O how was my Soul humbled, 


aſntici and wounded, to think of my unſtit- 


< able/dexling with the Goodneſs of God! Oh 
Dlthy ſteeming Dunghill Heart of mine; how 


ein 


enſe of Self. vileneſs and 
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5 OT Acaogut of 
can the Sun of Glory Selig ht to 22 upon 
© thee! When the more heb cams in, the viler 
1 «thou. appeareſt to be! O that I could ſpeak, 
rays. preach and write ever in and under the 
0 ings of this (weet bumbling Spirit! What 
© doth more animate to the ſpiritual Warfare, 
c © than this due Senſe of divine Goodneſs ! Alas! 
ing kills Sin ſo much as Senſe of God's 
c Lore LG. 


2 ae Heart being thus under the Conduct of 
e Ne of Grace, under the Influences of the 
| pirit he was made ſo to walk according to 
oo he Gotpel, that his holy Converſation fell under 
the Notice of all acquainted with him, and was 
of great uſe umo the Godly with whom he did 
converſe. Some Account of this we have in 3 
A 0 to him from Mr. Robert Scot of Trinity 
1 705 Cambridge, dated February 23, 1657, 
Remembrance qf your exemplary heavenly 
« 1 our Self. denial, Humility, 
9 MNMeeknats, Tenderne(s vf Spirit, your Caution 
© of qtfending your Brethren, and Readineſs, 2 
b pals; by Offences from them, A5 pnwearicd 
1 . — of. promoting Grace and Holineſs, both 
| $60 your ſelk and others, your more, than ordi- 
may Love to ſuch as vu apprchended to be 
- + Lovers. -of Chriſt; , with many. other ble 
+ Fruits of God's Spirit in youy whereby y: 
ere endeared to the. Hes s of all. ur Ch 
© {tian Acquaintance;.the Remembrance, I ſays 
of theſe Will, I 18 ever have an Influence 
5 upon my Heart in prov 


Kin me to Als alter 
the ſame Spirit, c. e as 85 ad 
Such was che Man, Providence. ſent. to, preach 

the Golpel- for the alas of Sinners, for 
the qo of, che Saints, and to direct th 


FF Et ſation _ 
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7 the faſt was at Holy and exem- 
o that it wrought unſpeakable Concern 


| s thoſe who obſerved it. Mr. 5 om Pts 
2 | 


Tz kbercwvith as ann s wy 54 bimktf, 


| This is & Saint indeed, but what am I went 

away, and ſought for a place to be alone, where 

he might, under the eatoſt ene eee 
melt it the Foot of God. 

I muſt add, that it evidently appears chat Mr. 
. not only a Man of enlarged, fanc- 
tified Knowledge, an of 'a ſpiritual holy Con- 

verſation, but of great Zeal for the Cauſe of 

God, Teal guided by that Wiſdom which is 

from above, and therein à precious Follower of 

his Lord and Maſter Chriſt, of whom it is ſaid 
that the Zeal of God's Houſe did eat him up: 

This Zeal was expreſſed in his own perſonal La- 

bours for Chriſt, in the Place and among the 

People Where Providence had fixed him 3 his 

great Concern for thoſe Places within his Knows 

edge where the Goſpel was not preached ; and 
then his earneſt Endeavours to ſtir up his Fel- 

10 eLabourers to be found forward: in all their 

Duty to Chriſt and his Houſe. © 

| AY to his own perſonal Labour, eee 

his Weakneſs of Body, and continual Indifpoſt 

ron under which he languiſhed, they were very 

many: He laid himſelf out to the uttermoſt in 

preaching the Word and Prayer, both at Home 
and Abroad. His Heart was in converting, ga- 
thering and edifying Work; and that Text of. 

Scriptüre from which he preached his laſt Ser- 

8 gab is a * Demonſtration thereof, Ja. we 

Ss 2 


- _ » Some Account c | 
The Lord God which gathereth the Outcaſis of 
Iſrael /aith, yet will I gather others to bim, beſides 

 Zhoſe that are gathered unio him. His Labours 
among thoſe who were reached by Grace, more 

privately and more publickly praying with them, 
and for them, with Abundance of Tears, direct- 
ing and encouraging to a thorough Reformation, 
in ſeparating from the Ignorant the Vile and 

Profane, and forming themſelves into a ſeparate 
congregational Church for the Enjoyment of 
God, in the Purity of his Ordinances and Inſti- 
tutions, were very conſiderable. And unto all 
this I muſt add, that conſidering his Services al- 
ready mentioned, wherein he abounded in dili- 

gent, Attendance on every particular Duty, his 

Labour muſt be thought great in Studying and 

Writing in Defence of the pure Worſhip of 

Soc, in the Congregational Churches of Saints. 
For firſt, he writ and perfected a Tract upon 
the grand Point, to uſe his own Words, of 
Church Matter, in a ſpecial Congreſs with Mr. 

F. Nod of Scotland, in nine Chapters. The 

ſecond Fract he writ contained two Parts, one 

in Engliſh the other in Latin, againſt Hornbeck, 

De Iudependentiſino, each in ſeven Chapters: 

The Latin part was publiſhed. A third Tract 

he writ punctually againſt free Admiſſion, with 

ſpecial Reference to the Contradictions of one 

Timſox 5. printed. in the Year 1659. There was 

a fourth Tract deſigned and alſo begun by him, 

which, to uſe. his Words, in a Letter of his to 

one. Mr. L. Miniſter at Hinckley, was to have 
contain d his main Deſign, and tells him, that it 
was primus in intentione, but like to be ullimus, 
if wllus, in _execatiore z accordingly before he 
hed that Work, God called him from la- 

uring in his Houſe, and the Concerns of it 


» 
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we. Beverly's M. miſtry. „ 
here, to reſt and rejoice in Manſions of Glory 
above. This laſt Tract, had Providence hand- 
ed it to the World, was to contain three Parts; 
the firſt, treating of Church · Inſtitution; the 
ſecond, of Church-Government ; the third, of 
Church-Reftitution, or Reformation. Butz as 
reat Mr. Mather ſaid, in his Preface to 
Owen on the Holy Spirit, and his. Work, No 
Man ever Jet, but 0 s Chriſt, was able to finiſh 
all that was in bis Heart to do for God. 

His Concern for thoſe Places within his Ac- 
quaintance, which wanted the Goſpel, was ve- 
ry great. For inſtance, with what Zeal did he 
lay himſelf out for a Supply for Desborow ? 
And being informed by ſome of his Ee Ac- 
quaintance, at a Commencement at Cambridge, 
of Mr. Thomas Browning, he never did reſt till 
under the good Providence of God he got him 
there. But after he had been at Desborow ſome 
time, and bleſs'd there for Good, ſome of his 
old Acquaintance in Ege were for bis Return 
back again to them, and uſed their Endeavours ' 
gain his Compliance. 'Whereupon Mr. Be. 
1 under Zeal and Concern, writes, by him, 
| Ir. Statham, Mr. Samms, e e 
5 Lecter, dated April 12.16 78. 


5 


8 "Dear Brethren, much Bower Tt in.our Lord Titus, | 
nh Pon this Occiſion, how. cant but ge | 
LJ © fomewhat concerning the Bearer 5 
c "Wiktever may be pretended, God forbid- the 
Tempter ſhould get Occaſion to diſ. ſettle him 
© from this Place, where bis own. Conſcience, 
“and not only the Welkaffefed round about, f 
and others, Sana but eminently bear witneſs 
« to the Fruits of God's vr oor? with bim. 
0 Far be it from you, L. - rethren, WhO have 


* oy. 


>* » 
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8 27 170 2x, theo Mercy, ſuch Plenty compgrativg 
bürch dart here to ſo much as 0 
wh Ain may tend o the depriving ys here of 
« ix BSncerely alfred Helpers; yea, Fhom 
3 hath many Ways already declared how 
4 4 he pn, beforc-hand even cut our for this Cli- 
„ mate. I need not tell you, how ſeldom or 
« gever God hath owned ſuch 1 Es 
Tabea from 110 Places where ſo ſigna 
© he hath beg un to b leſs 1 97 O do nor pod 
. 7 e 5 ai "af ſo ho "Ob a Miniſtry! The 
lb ite, with 1 0 in zus 


1 4 


Tg: ond | EiA o of this Letter Dahon TIT 
owel 2 5 Veats experienced. How 
1 1 745 al provoked 1 5 alſo was in bis 
Day wel 50 0 io Ci 1 Country. With 
Chearfulnels he eg 1 0 f in the Service of 
_ . Ehrift; . and with, almoſt unparalle]'d Zeal and. 
Dilige1 ce he called upon. others to be found in 
| their my. A. OO with what Warmth did he ſtir 
up thoſe Who, were guuegxol Ses, together N 
| Himſelf the Workmen of God, to contend ea 
neſtly for the Faith, and for that Order of God's 
Houſe on delivered unto. the Saints! As ſoon 
as he had dl. heyed that Dr. Gawdrey had challeng ed 
Mr. Resbury o Oungle, upon the Cauſe of Inge- 
pendency, he writes a Latin Letter to. Mr. Re/<. 


Vn, wherein he calls him and encourages him. 


to undertake the Defence of the Truth of God 
in the. Affair, not queſtioning a good Iſſue; and 
humbly informs him of ſome Tabourg, of of his. 
OWN, which e was a perfectin 5 entituled, 
Cahn Independence h regreſe and briefly. 
vindicated. . 
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- Mr. Beverly's Mmiſtry. It 
vindicated. But his Letter unto Dr. Owen ſtir- 
ring him up to appear for the Cauſe of Chriſt, 
in the Congregational Churches, may hold forth 
very evidently, how his Soul was engaged in 
that Service of Chriſt; the greateſt Part thereof 


F 4 


I ſhall tranſcribe, as follows,” 


Dear Reverend in our Lord, SO 
Offer, I beſeeeh you, an abrupt yet humble 
- LJ Word of Exhortation, from one tho“ 
© perſonally. unacquainted, yet emboldened td 
© this Undertaking, by the common Law of a 
? joint: Intereſt in, and ſpecial Affection to, the 
© folemn-Work of Chriſt's' viſible Kingdom: I 
© moſt-rhankfully to Almighty God confeſs,” he 
© hath cauſed the Luſtre of this Truth to breax 
thro' a great Part of that flariderous Hetero- 
© doxy,. Prejudice, and general Obloquy where 
© with Satan ſubtly and m̃aliciouſly over-clouded 
C it in this · firſt Dawning of our Englaud's difcis 
© plinary Reformation, when it groaned under 
© that. Hell- hatch'd Nick - name, that infamid 
minis, as Blondel terms Independency. But 
yet, how tos- conſiderable a Part of the fame 
4 ſad Cloud ſtands over the Head · of tllis choice 

_ © Gauſe Chriſt, among tlie Reformed Churches, 
both Abroad and at Home, what nerd I tell 
Have you not read; or rather, how 


could, or can, your Bo wels reſt in reading ſo 
© many. diſmal; Abominations chatged, even af- 
ter all that precious Hooter or Cotron habe ſaid, 
© ro, the continded Diſparagement of ſo inno- 
cent a Gauſe? Truth itſeif, ſo far as we un- | 
,ferftand in this Cauſe, now mainly calls and 
93 gries; byſtheſe importunate Lines, upon ou, 
For a more full Vindication. And whom 
EE. | Cz © 
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Some Account of. 

© ſhould ſuch a Truth, in ſuch an Extremity, 
c betake herſelf for Relief unto, among all her 
© Children, rather than to yourſelf; or ſuch as 
you can prevail with, and judge, if you can 


„ juſtly, any more fit than yourſelf, even your- 


© ſelf, who have ſuch a Name in the Learned 


and Chriſtian World already, as that your 


© yery appearing might be ſufficient Vindica- 
© tion? May I not charge you in Chriſt's Name, 


© to riſe up once more for Chriſt, and for this 
Part of his Truth alſo, even as in a former 


Church-Caſe? Eſber iv. 14. What Account 


can be given but that God, foreſeeing how 


© uſeful: you might be in ſuch a Juncture, for 
Relief of his Truth now abuſed, did chuſe 
to ſet yourſelf in that ſignal Place at Oxford, 
© even for ſo ſignal a Service, to ſuch a ſignal 


Portion of Truth? And can you forbear to 


extend your Hand in ſuch a Caſe? Who can 


diſpatch ſ6- noble Work, even verſo pollice, 
© with ſuch Eaſe and de What Wonder 
if the: Memory of ſuch: a Cauſe rot with 


5 fterity;:when ſuch as have taſted the glorior 

God therein, do chemſelves fo ſlightly regard 
dit, not improving the leaſt of their many Ta- 
© Jents.in Vindication of it? Oh what manner 
of Zeal have others had, and is promifed to 
©-ſach as you the Chieftains of //7ael / See 


© Zi. Ixii. 1. with. V. 6, 7. Zeph. iii. 18. Hagg. 


©41.4. Is this a time, when ſuch Reproach and 


_ <:Gloomineſs covers the Face and Mountain of 


Truth? is this a Time for you, O ye Heads 


5 of Colleges, the Principal of the Floeks, to 
dell in pour own cieled Houſes, and however 


S pompous and iſtately Poſſeſſions! When we, 


© poor Under-Shrubs, have our Heads bowed 
down with Grief, after continued 


Implorings | 
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of. God for his ſtirring up ſome eminent In- 

ſtruments; tho' we dare not be diffident, or 
deſert the Truth, reſolving rather to die, and 
be (if ſo it muſt be) buried with our Mother 
Naomi; yet how unſufferable is it that 
Truth ſhould thus be torn in Pieces, while 
ſuch Cedars are ſtanding ! If the Children 
alas of New England (as my Soul bled to read 
in Cobbet of late) be under ſuch Guilt, by 
Degeneracy after their Parents are dead; how 
much more monſtrous for you Fathers in Old 
England to degenerate, even while you live, 

from others, or your own former Zeal in vin- 

dicating the Truth! And for you, who ſee 

more, and have more Advantages every way, 

than any before you, for whom even to ap- 
pear in the Cauſe, is in effect to gain the Vic- 

tory; for you to be now ſilent, under what- 
ever Pretence, what is it but to render all for- 

mer Attempts by ever-glorious Hooker, Cc. 
for the Truth, as it were ineffectual; than 
which, what 'can be more. lamentable ? 
What ought to make more deep Impreſ- 
ſion upon ſuch as yourſelf > What „ dear 
Sir, if we were all, as ſome ſuch as yourſelf 
are, perſonally promoted? What Satisfac. 
tion is this, when the Cauſe of Truth lies 
bleeding, ſtinking, and rotting, without Care, 
Cure, or Vindication? Or ſhall common Ex- 
cuſes and Put-offs ſhroud the declining fo ne- 
ceſſary a Work? How many empty Compli- 
ments, it's like, you have time for; and not 
© Vacancy enough for ſuch a Work as would 
© live after, yea, . procure Life to the Cauſe af- 
ter your Death? Or will you put it off to 

©thole of New England? Have they not alrea- 
dy done their Part, (Glory to God!) while the 
. | 6 Prime 


wa as 


TF &/ & 
Prime of them lived! Is not this their trium- 
© phant Defence, that they have not in the leaſt 
c Ken wanting to anſwer every Book, as then 
© put out againſt them? A! what have we in 
© Old England, who are not in a Wilderneſs, we 
© may bluſh! what: have we come near them in, 
© for Chriſt and his Fruth's Vindication? I hope 
© God tlie Father will at length hear the many 
6 Cries and Tears in ſecret poured forth, in Be- 
© half of whar T have thus writ. If I loſe this 
'© my Labour, as to Man, I ſhall, as he ſaid, 
Hai. xxxviii. 15. go ſoftly, all my few remain- 
c ing Days, in the Bitterneſs of my Soul; and at 
© my laſt Gaſp, or departing Sob, rejvice that 
am going to the bleſſed” Souls of Shepherd, 
© Hooker, Cotion, &. Pardon, dear Sir, my 
c Errata in all this, for either Matter or Form; 
© but. as you love Chriſt Jeſus, and dread} that 
CE Anarbema, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. let it be duly im- 
„ proved. In. * whereof, thus reſts, pray- 
ing, x Lover of, and Servant to, all the Flocks 


- 7 


« of Chriſt's. Companions, 
| Rethrelh, B24. 1656%/%nỹ 


Jobn Beverly: 
FFF. - DI A 1 6 ts; et 1811 „ . 4 
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What Uſe this Epiſtle was made of to. Dr. 
Omen, in a particular: manner, I: determine not; 


but as it is very evident that every Line of it 
ſeems to be filled with Pürity, Impartiality, and 
Power, ſo it is very manifeſt that God: inclin- 
ed, the Heart of that, Great, Man to afſver the 
Deſign of _ it 3... witneſs. rhe ſeveral Volumes ho 
has Wit in De he: of Congregational Churches, 
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The Succeſsof Mr. Reverly's Labours at Rowel, 
appear'd in the Converſion of many to Chriſt. 
As he preached the Word of Truth, the Goſpel 
of our Salvation, many were turned to God, and 
Fern gy to truſt in Chriſt. Poor Sinners were 


orn again under his Miniſtry, that they might 
{ce the Kingdom of God. Then, the Convert» 
+ ed were fed, refreſh'd and ſtrengthen'd in their 
Sqauls; and every way fitted and encouraged for 
the ſpiritual Building; and accordingly, God 
having given them a Mind to work, atter many 
Seaſons of Prayer in his Preſence, they gave 
themſelves and theirs up unto the Lord, to ſerve 
him. together in viſible Evangelical] Church Fel- 
lowſhip, according to his own bleſſed Inſtitu- 
tions. According to the Promiſ,- going and 
weeping they went, and ſought the Lord their 
= ng os asked the Way to Zjon, with their 
Faces thitherward, ſaying, Come, and let us join 
ear/elves to the Lord in a perpetual Covenant, 
that fball not le forgotten. EY 
Ih bis ſolemn Engagement of themſelves to the 
Lord, and unto each other in him, was in the 
| Year 1656. The Tenor of which Covenant 
Was, to walk with God together in Goſpel» 
Faith and Order, as a particular Church, in the 
Performance of all Duties towards God, to- 
wards each other, and towards all Men, in the 
Strength of the Spirit of Chriſt, and accord- 
ing to his Word. The Perſons who in this 
manner, in a Gaſpel-reformed Church at Rouel, 
fubſcribed with their Hands unto the Lord, 
ere in Numher near thirty; to whom Mr. 
John Beverly was Paſtor z John Pander, and 
Fobu Cooper, Elders; John Fax, and Ralph Mun, 
Jeacons ;. and unto them all the Yoke of Chrift 
Was eaſy, and his Burden light; and walking "on 
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the Fear of God, and in the · Comfort of the 
Holy Ghoſt, were multiplied. 
Thus this dear Man of God was ſent to 


Rowel, in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſ- = 
175 of Chriſt, Under his Miniſtry God did 


leſs many of the Inhabitants, in turning them 
from their Iniquities: and being turned, under 
his Miniſtry they were bleſſed with Comfort in 
their Souls, and with a holy Reſolution to ſe- 
parate from the Ignorant and the Profane, and 


give themſelves up together unto the Lord, to 


terve him as a Goſpel- Church, according to his 
pure Inſtitutions; and in waiting upon the Lord 
in the Way of his Judgments, they found that 


they are bleſſed indeed who dwell in the Houſe 


of the Lord. They were every way bleſſed, 


and were made a Bleſſing. Their Childrens 


Children, thro? the rich Grace of God, to this 
day experience the precious Conſequences of 


that bleſſed Work. And we humbly beg, the 
Bleſſing may be tranſmitred ftill to Poſterity, 


under reviving and growing Degrees of Goſpel: 


Slory. 
Some of the laſt Trials, Labours, Experi- 


ences and Comforts of Mr. Beverly, as recorded : 
by himſelf, while he was finiſhing the 8 


of his ſhort, tho' very ſucceſsful Miniſtry at 
 Rowel, ſhall conclude our Account of him. 


7 
. 1 : 
- 
« 


March 14. The Lord in Mercy prep pared me 
& wy, and affiſted me in, this firſt 


ay's publick 


— 


_ © Labours on 7/ai. lvi. 8. to the Refreſhment 
b of the piouſly· affected, and to the Confuſion 
1 of others. 

One moſt remarkable Inſtance we had of a. 
c tho deſperate looſe Sinner, and Oppoſer of 
my * who. not being bumbled by yo . 


— * 
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© Loſs of a Child, by God's Stroke, (for that 
© A little before he had ſcornfully objected to 
© me that I had no Children, nor never would, 
© when F reprov'd him for no better educating 
© his) he fince, by over drinking, ran mad, . 
© came ftripp'd naked, in a Frenzy, with a drawn 
Knife in his Hand, as to have done me Hurt 
© on purpoſe, (fo great was the Devil in him) 
c yet it pleaſed the Lord he was ſtopped ere 
© he got to me; but ſtill he cried out, Oh for 
6 Beverly! Beverly! whereupon hearing his ſad 
Condition, I went to ſee him, and pray'd, 
6 with other Neighbours, at his Bed-fide, for 
Mercy to him, and gave ſundry Inſtruc- 
© tions. 8 | | 
This was very kind in Mr. Beverly, to carry 
it ſo towards ſuch an Enemy; but what Effect 
his kind Viſit, and Chriſtian Endeavours had, I 
know not. But may it be for Inſtruction! As 
Drunkards are Strangers unto an Evangelical 


Life, ſo they are not very commonly recoyer'd, 


and brought into Acquaintance with it: they 
lie in Security, tho' they are as one that lieth 
on the Top of a Maſt; and when they are awake - 

they will ſeek it yet again, Prov. xxiii. 29, &c. 

But from this, I ſhall paſs unto Mr. Beverly's 
Carriage towards ſome of the Godly who had 
offended him. | . 
March zy. I was much caſt down, yet the 


Lord in Mercy gave me real Experience of 


having a predominant Frame of cordial Love 
to the Perſons ſo ſinning, and joy in my ſelf, 
& notwithſtanding their Offence againſt me. 
Oh the Power of Love, ſound Love! it can 


bas the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xiii.) rea sten; it 


Tcan, as a Ship well ballaſted, bear a great Bur- 

den of Senſe of apparent Evils, yet without 
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©. turbulent inward Shakings. It makes one to 


© be as a Rock in the midit of Waves, and Aſ- 


© faults of contrary Temptations. O how ſmall | 


| © a thing will trouble one when Love is want- 
ing! and on the contrary, when Love abounds 

© more can eaſily be indulged ; perſonal Fail- 
© ings not then imputed to queſtion their State 
© in Grace. Oh look above Saints Failings ; 
© triumph in Chriſt; expect the weakeſt Saint 
© ſhall once triumph with thee, and the ſinfuleſt 


© of the Godly ſhall be crowned as the reſt! 


© Oh how noble and divine a Frame ſolid Love 
© is! how chearfully did La&, being thus poiz'd 
© by ſo bleſſed Affection! . 
Great bodily Weakneſs prevailing upon him, 
1 find him expreſſing himſelf thus. April 28. 
16578. The Lord gave in to me an Appre- 
© henſfion of the Certainty of my Reſtauration 


in Body at the laſt Day; and that notwith- 


ſtanding all the Weakneſs and Conſumpti- 


upon my Body; yet ſhould I, with theſe very 
bodily Organs more gloriouſly renewed, be ac- 
ceptedly inſtrumental in praiſing the Almigh- 
ty in the Church above; howbeit, for the 


his Church below. Oh the Meltingneſs of 
this Apprehenſion! In Diſcourſe with ſuch as 
viſited me, I was glad to think of Death; 
exhorting them to live above. Vet at one of 
the Brethren and others weeping to ſee me 
ſo dead-like, my old ſpiritual Love-ſpring be- 
gan to iſſue in Tears; which I ſtudiouſly ſup- 
preſſed}. T2; i 
May 5, 6. Theſe Days I was ſenſible of 
much ſpiritual Deadneſs, and Unſuitableneſs in 
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| © my Soul, as to walking with God— Oh!. 


% 


2 . I thought 


on, &c. Sin had brought, and could bring 


preſent I can be no way uſeful to Chriſt and 


- * 
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© T thought my Soul was become as a Paper 
© wherein little or nothing of ſenſible Grace is 
written! Oh my Unprofitableneſs to others, 
© Uncomfortableſs to myſelf, as one deſerted of 
© God! I could fay nothing at all, in a manner; 
| © yet after Brother Langdale had left us, I was 
© alone ; I left all Things of the Earth, and 
© caſt myſelf (fo forlorn) at the Footſtool of 

© God's Grace; I poured out my Complaints of 
© my Sins, Loſſes, Wants and Miſery, eſpecially 
at ſuch a time, when Death approaching and 
IT not awakened. I, like an unconverted 
Soul! Oh it pleaſed the Lord to pierce me 
in great Mercy, (becauſe he knew my Feeble- 
neſs) upon my firſt Addreſſes! Oh what a 
Flood was made to flow out of my Heart's- 
Rock by his Spirit! mourning for his ſpecial 
Re-viſit! He gave me ſome ſecret Perſuaſions 
for my further Settlement in his Mercy and 
Loving-kindneſs. Oh this was a comfortable 
Heart-breaking! a Soul-Refreſhment! Oh the 
unſearchable Seaſons and Methods of Grace 
in Chriſt! This Night the Brethren met, 
and Brother Cooper the Lord helped to pray 
affectionately, to my and all our 'Refreſh- 
ment... . - | hw _ 
Notwithſtanding all this Weakneſs of Body, 
and conſtant Views of the near Approaches of 
Death, his Concern for the Welfare of; all the 
Churches of Chriſt, and for Godly Peate, and 
Evangelical Order in them, greatly flouriſhed, 
as is very evident from what he ſays further. 
May 13. Pretty chearful, till Brother Brown- 
_ © ing's Return from Efex, who told me the ſad- 
© deſt News (among ſome other more refreſh- 
. © ing) that there was ſome Diſcord in the New 

England Churches; Mr. Stone turn'd claflical. 

„„ 1 D 2 5 Oh 
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© Oh what a Fountain of Tears broke my Heart 
© forthwith out into, to Onceive that Satan 
© ſhould infeſt thoſe precious Churches, which 
the Lord had hitherto ſo glorioufly carried, as 
on Eagles Wings! 5 > 
But the time now drawing very near, for the 
Removal of this dear Servant of - Chriſt from 
all Afflictions, ro everlaſting Reſt; I find him 
writing, May 30. It pleated the Lord, after 
© all publick Exerciſe was done, ſomething be- 
© ing ſpoke preparatory, as to the Ordinance, I 
© .adminiſtred Baptiſm ro three or four Chil- 
© dren of the Church. The laſt publick per- 
© ſonal Service I am in this Life like to do for 
© this holy Flock; who I expect to meet in 
+ Freaven::” N | — 
May 31. I am all this while purely ſpeech- 


b © leſs, whoever comes to me, in a manner do- 


6 ing all by Signs: yet it's ſtrange that I have 
© no Apprehenſions now of dying at all; but 
6 as in my making Chriſt my Refuge, I hope 
„ ſo to find him in Death alſo. 1 never was 
© under ſuch conſtant Weakneſs, and total In- 
“ diſpoſition of Soul or Body. Sweet Chriſt ! 
4 J will lean on thee alone, while I paſs our 
of this Pilgrimage. Oh for an everlaſting 
VW 5 
June 1. The ſame Weakneſs continped 
Night and Day. The Lord drew out his 
© Saints Hearts much for me in Prayer. Oh the 
A of Yſraet! b * 
Which laſt Words are, I believe, the very 
laſt that ever this Great Man of God did 
write; or, for ought I know, any other way 
expreſs : for he departed this Lite that very 
firſt Day of June, or the Day following, in 
the Year 1658. having, with many Papers 3 
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and Tears, and great Succeſs, ſerved Chrift and 
| his Cauſe at Roel, near four Years. 


Though the Church now mourning the Loſs 
of their dear Paſtor was young and tender, yet 
thro! Grace the godly Members thereof had 
been well inſtructed to look to the Great Shep- 
herd and Biſhop of their Souls, and ſtill cleave 
to him, with Purpoſe of Heart: And that not 
only as particular or diſtinct Believers, each one 
for himſelf, but as a Church, tho' now deſti- 
tute. They exhorted each other, they prayed 
together; and for Soul- feeding, under the Doc- 
tnne of Grace, they conſtantly went down to 
Desborow, being but a little Mile diſtant, to 
attend on Mr. Browning's Miniſtry, where God 
Vas pleaſed to give em many a refreſhing time. 
ut before we enter upon a more full Account 
of their Concern with him, I judge it proper 
here to tranſcribe the greateſt Part of a Letter 
to them, from a Church in E, on the Occa- 
ſion of Mr. Beverly's Death, and the publiſhing 
of ſome Part of his Works. OL oo 


The Church of Chriſt at Ferling in Eſſex, 
| Fo the Church of Chrift which is at 
Rowel in Northamptonſhire, ſendeth 
greeting, in the Grace of him wha is your 
Lord and ours. „ 


HE Loſs of your late Paſtor we are 
....&. ..* condoling with you the more, as 
© knowing it is not eaſily to be repaired. Great 
„ lb nnl,— 
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Britain, where (in both Barts of this Iſland) 
he did good Service to his Maſter, will nor 
afford us many John Beverly's. We doubt 
nor, but you'll have your Dependence the 
more upon the Great Shepherd of the Sheep, 


and minding that Promiſe, Jai. xl. 11. with 
other conſolatory Scriptures, will truſt in 


him, who for a ſhort Seaſon ſent you that 
faithful Servant of his, that he will feed you, 
lead you, and provide for you; for what 
Proviſion is like his? and who teacheth like 
him? Now, dear Brethren, we ſhall not 
call you off from hearing him that ſpeaketh 
from Heaven, if, next to many choice Scrip- 
ture- Exhortations, we earneſtly - deſire you 
to remember, and hold faſt, what you heard 
and received from Chriſt, ſpeaking in this 
his precious Angel, while with you. Surely, 
his gracious ſweet Converſation, his Humi- 
lity and Tears, his Prayers and Preachings, 
are yet freſh in your Memories. Oh let them 
never be forgotten! And may your Mode- 
ration be known unto all Men, as his was; 
let his zealous Engagement againſt Forma- 


lity, be alſo yours. What now, beloved, 


will be a Duty more incumbent on you than 


this, to abide by his Doctrine; and holding 
© cloſe to the viſible Purity of Church Matter 

and Memberſhip, as of Church Adminiſtra- 
tions, to be cautious of entangling yourſelves 


with thoſe that aſſociate for empty and 
ſhriveling Formalities, ( without any Regard 
had to the true promoting of Communion 
of Saints,) which is a ſlurring of all Refor- 
mation- Work. Finally, Brethren, that we 
may bold faſt the Form of ſound Words, and 
N | healing 
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e healing Doctrine with you; and that we 
© may live more out of ourſelves, in the Life 
c of Chriſt, being acted more by the Power 
© of that Spirit, who is the Spirit of Judg- 
c ment, and the Spirit of Burning, let there 
© be, we intreat you, an Exchange of Prayers, 
© a Return of Counſels, and a Highway of 
© Communion, between you and us, as becom- 
eth Saints. | 


Signed in the Name, and with 
the Conſent of the Church, 


John Statham, Paſtor: 
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The tender Mercies of God to the 
Church of Chriſt at Rowel, emi- 
 nently. continued, in the Miniſiry 
f Mr. Thomas Browning. 


| E obſerved before, that the Church 
W of Chriſt at Roel, being deſtitute 
of a Paſtor to feed them, ſought for 
Edi fication and Refreſhment under the Goſpel 
preach'd by Mr. Browning, at Desborow, of whoſe 
Converſion, Call to the Miniſtry, Doctrine, Frame 
of Spirit, and Uſefulneſs, we ſhall endeavour to 
give a brief Account, that a Bleſſing ſo emi- 
nent, and ſo long enjoy'd, may not, by the Peo- 
ple of. God in and about Roel, be quickly for- 
gotten. | 8 5 
He was a Child of many Prayers and Tears, 
and by his Parents deſigned for the Miniſtry, paſ- 
fing under early Convictions, which, as Years 
5 grew upon him, wore off, by the Prevalence of 
his own Corruption, and the bad Influence of 
vain Company; yet arriving at competent Mea- 
. ſures of Learning, and his Parents continuing 
their good Reſolution and Expectation, he was, 
about the ſixteenth Year of his Age, ſent roOx- 
ford; from whence, after ſome Years Extrava- 
gancies, under greater Hardneſs, having all the 
| While he was there, tho' to his great Grief after- 
_ wards, choſe the worſt Companions, and de- 
ſpiſed the beſt Inſtructions, he removed, and by 
i 1 | Ingntereſt 
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Intereſt got into Collonel Sydenham's Family, 
where there was ſo much ſerious Religion and 
Devotion, that he quickly grew weary of it, 
and choſe rather to embrace a vain uncertain 
courſe of Life. By many Afflictions was he 
followed, yet ſtill went on frowardly in the 
way of his own Heart, until the time of the 
Promiſe drew nigh. God, who 3 in one 
Mind effectually purſues his eternally fix d upon 
Deſign, though often in Ways to us unaccount- 
able, was -pleas'd to conquer for him awful and 
enſnaring Temptations, and reſtrain him into 
ſome Degree of Morality; and having, under 
the Conduct of Providence, married a Wife in 
 Hartfordſhire, he removed to London, and fell 
providentially into an Houſe that had a Favour 
for Religion, and were wont to attend the 
Morning: Lecture at Weſtminſter- Abbey, that was 
fupplied by very able and godly Men. 
There were two things induced him to wait 
upon that Lecture; former Reſolutions to re- 
form when diſpoſed of in the World; and ſome 
Ex pectation of outward Supplies thereupon: 
Such low Ends God over- rules ſometimes to 
bring about his great Deſigs. 
But the firſt Touch of God's Finger upon 
his Heart I find expreſs'd by him thus. I do 
© not remember that any thing fell upon my 
Mind till this once, which I reckon the be- 
* ginning of God's Work upon me. Holy Mr. 
© Rowe was preaching upon Eph. iv. 18. of be- 
e ing alienated from the Life of God through 
Ignorance, among other Things through Ig» 
© norance of Hell. Throughout the whole Ser- 
mon be infifted on the Nature of Hell, and I 
thought every Paſſage was awful, and made 
my Heart ake, and my Fleſh tremble, and well 
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© might it; Ge I went home, concluding this is 
© my Portion, Sc. 
Vader ſome Sermons which he heard preach'd 
by Mr. Thomas Weld ſometime of New. England, 
bis Heart was further ſtirred up, and he found 
| ſome Senſe and Feeling in it, though before 
amazingly benum'd; and being brought into his 
Acquaintance and Company, that Gentleman 
choſe a convenient Opportunity to deal very 
cloſe with his Conſcience as to his eternal State, 
not without ſome Succeſs i in promoting a Con- 
© | 
After then one Mr. Raabe endeayouring 
in a Sermon to take off thoſe hard and deſpair- 
ing Thoughts that convinced Sinners have of 
God, and encouraging their Hopes and Prayers, 
was made of ſome ule; and Mr. Browning lays 
of that Opportunity, © This was the firſt time 
© that ever Tears fell from my Eyes in a Ser- 
mon; and when I came home I retired alone 
c and walked 2 few Turns, and thought of 
praying, for God had bowed my Heart 
: and a little melted it. W hereupon he at- 
tempted to pray; but as he ſays, it was but 
trying as it were to ſteal a Prayer, and deceive 
the Devil, who had for a long time kept him 
in Bondage 3 ſuggeſting, that if ever he prayed, 
he ſhould for bis Prefumption be carried away 
in the very Attempt to eternal Deſtruction. 
| However, at this time he ſlip'd off his Hat, and 
in his Heart only mention d ſome Requeſts to 
God, under great flaviſh Fear, which quickly 
prevail d upon him to che Excluſion of Mere 
Ind Prayer. 
But God was 1 to > follow bim with Tri- 
als; and a Proſpect of Diſtreſs ſurrounding him, 


and his Wife 850 wich Child; his Sins alſo 
F | aid | 
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hid in Order before him, ſo that he knew not 
what to do, nor what Courſe to take: Never- 
theleſs, God gave unto him ſome Deliverance 
from that terrible Fear of the Devil, and made 
him weep over his Sins and fall a praying. Mr. 
Samms Miniſter of the Goſpel in Ex having 
converſed with him at London, and bringing a 
good Report home to his Parents, they there- 
upon in Bowels of Pity to him, and his poor 
Wife, invited them both home to them at 
Cog ſhall in Eſſex, whither they came and were 
accepted as Children, and tendred with much 
Compaſſion. - And, fays Mr. Browning of his Pa- 
rents, Poor dear Hearts, they were ſpying 
© what I did, and greedily catching at any thing 
that might ſupport their Hopes about me. 
There the good People took Notice of him, 
viſited his Parents, and before him ralked of the 
Things of their Souls, and the Manner and Me- 
thod of God's working on them. But he al- 
ways admired the great Grace of God to him in 
the Care and Pains of Mr. Samms Miniſtry, and 
was brought under it to think of Chriſt, and 
arrived at ſome hope that God would not damn 


him; which brought him into that Eaſe of 


Mind which grew upon him to a Degree, which 
I ſhall chuſe to expreſs in his own Words. 
£ Upon a time as I was in Prayer earneft'with 
| © God for Pardon, that Word, //a. xxx. 18. 

Vas brought into my Thoughts, and it was 

the firſt Word that ever I had from God; 
© Therefore will the Lord wait that he \may bi 
gracious unto you, and therefore will be bejex- 
© alted, that he may have Mercy upon you. It 
© was very amazing to me what Light I had into 
it, for God ſhined upon the Word, and I 
. * could read it; and it is very amazing what 
. | 1 « doctrinal 
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© doctrinal Truths were preach'd to me from 
© thole Words, as I was ar” Prayer; and it is 
very amazing what comfortable Hopes I had 
© from it about God's Favour, and Pardon, and 
Salvation. Gracious God is: Gracious God 
6 ig to you: He waits to be gracious to you who 
t are called rebellious in the Chapter: Patient to 
them: Takes hold of Opportunities and Ad- 
6 vantages to do them good: Yea, methoughts 
if, this. fetched not Compaſs enough to gather 
in my loft Soul, the next Paſſage would do it, 
th refore will he be exalted to ſhew you Mercy 
„he will get himſelf a Name to do it. Oh 
© here I was melted, hence I was caſed, from 
e this Word L had ſome healing.” 
Quickly after this precious encouraging Sea- 
ſon, wherein his Soul was led by the Spirit of 
God to fee the Forgiveneſs that is with God 
that he may be feared, he was favoured with 
very diſtinct Leadings to the Perſon and Fulneſs 
of Chriſt, which I ſhall deliver in his own 
Words. © I remember at one tine in an Even- 
 +*.ang I retired to my Study, deſigning Prayer: 
There lay a certain Book on the Table which 
J.toołk up and read 4 Line or two only in it, 
Fand there was this Paſſage, That Chriſt is ſo 
© taken with a poor Sinner's believing on him, 
and truſting his Soul with him for Salvation, 
that he profeſſes of it, it raviſhes my Heart; 
-  £. quoting Can. iv. 9. Though at reading of the 
© Paſſage: I took no great Notice of it, yet no 
, ſooner was L upon wy Knees; but it revived 
and ſounded. ſo well in the Ears of my Sou}, 
I that evidently Las ſtirred up to believe, and 
© ſo qafckened in it bar I: found a wonderful 
Adherence to qeſus Chriſt, and Reſt in my 
T | © blencſs 
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c bleneſs and Self-loathing, was I carried forth 
c all that Duty, and it was the firſt time that 
c ever I was made to move directly and diſtinctly 
6 to Chriſt. I had before ſome good Opinion 
© of God's Mercy, his pardoning and ſaving 
Mercy, but had no Apprehenſions about, nor 
© leading to, nor reliance upon Jeſus Chriſt: Burt 
„now began my Soul to act, or rather now my 
© Soul was made to act more directly and ex- 
preſly towards him. 2 5 


This is a brief, yet J hope a plain and impar- 
tial Account of the Work of God's Spirit upon 
him in Regeneration, taken out of a large Heart= ' 
affecting relation thereof, left by himſelf in MWa?⸗-ůk·l 4 
nuſcript. i e mf 
Aſter ſome time he thought it his Duty to 
relate the Dealings of God with his Soul in the 
Church of Cogsball; and to the Glory of Chriſt 
he did ſo; whereupon, to the great rejoicing of 
the People of God, he was admitted Member; | 
for his Faith was found, his Experience clear, | 
and his Converſation holy. He appearing a Chri- 
ſtian eminently bright, and his Gifts and Arrain- . 
ments very confiderable, Mr. Samms and the 
Church deſired him to exerciſe the Talent God 
had given him for the Edification of others; 
and to encourage him under the great Senſe he 
had of Weakneſs and Unfitneſs, Mr. Samms 
bid him retire unto his Study, and ſolemnly in 
| God's Sight, with Diligence and Faith, -read 
dver the three laſt Verſes of Jſa. chap. xl. and 
when he had done, pray over it. He did fo, - 
and was encouraged; and accordingly, under 
that great Senſe he had of the Grace of God 
through Chriſt, in delivering him from his Sins; 
at an appointed time he preached his firſt Ser- 
ante”. e 
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mon from Math. i. 21. and God was with him 
in the Work. © 2 -- „„ 
| Twice more he preached in Ehex, and but 
4 twice before he was remarkably called into Vor- 
= tbamptonſbire. Under the Conduct of wiſe Pro- 
| vidence he went with Mr. Samms to a Com- 
' _ mencement at Cambridge, where Mr. Samms met 
with that worthy Man of God Mr. Beverly, 
Paſtor of the Church at Rowel. He was en- 
quiring of Mr. Samms for a hopeful young Man 
that he might recommend to a ſmall Pariſh near 
him, named Desborow. Says Mr. Samms, I was 
juſt going to ask you, Sir, for a Place for ſuch a 
| Man. The all-wiſe God is never at a Loſs, ei- 
ther for Means, or an Opportunity to bring 
about his gracious Deſigns for the Good of his 
People. Hereupon Mr. Browning comes to De/- 
Borod in the Year 1655, preaches his firſt Ser- 
mon there on P/2l. ciii. 3. Mo forgiveth all 
thine Iniquities, who healeth all thy Diſeaſes; was 
very warm upon the Point, having a precious 
Senſe of it upon his Heart; and the good Peo- 
ple gave him an unanimous Call, wherewith he 
complied, being ſent forth by Faſting and Prayer 
in the Church he belonged unto. At Desborow 
he preaches five Years faithfully and ſucceſsfully, 
till the famous'Year 1662, when he, and above 
two thouſand more, turned out for Nonconfor- 
_ 1mity; preaching his fare wel Sermon from 2 Cor. 
Xii. 14. which contained, as he told them, the beſt 
Farewel any Miniſter could take of his People. 
Upon this the Church of Chriſt at Rowel, 
- who had largely taſted of the Goodneſs of God 
under his Miniſtry, in a conſtant Attendance up- 
on it at :Desborow, thought it was their Duty, 
though the Clouds gathered black over the Cauſe 
wherein they were concerned, to 2 
17 OE . 


” 


Mr. Browning's Call to the Miniſtry. 34. 


their Paſtor. And accordingly they having ſought 
the Lord in a Day of Faſting and Prayer upon 
the Affair, ſent Mr. John Ponder their Elder, to 
acquaint him with their unanimous. Call to him, 
to come and take the paſtoral Care of them. 
And upon this, Mr. Browning ſays, that he found 
this Turn upon his Heart, that he was willing 
not only to ſpend his Pains, but his Life in their 
Service. Accordingly by Faſting and Prayer he 
was ſet apart for this good Work; the Godly 
at Desborow and Rowel being united in their 
Call, and Church- Relation; in whoſe Service 
the mentioned Turn upon his Heart was per- 
fectly put into Practice, through above twenty 
Years Labour, in many Perſecutions, in great 
Faithfulneſs, with. Abundance of Prayers and 
Tears, attended with mighty Succeſs; the Church 
increaſing and ſpreading even in Days of Cala- 
mity; the Godly, who loved the pure Worſhip 
of, Chriſt, above all worldly |Enjoyments, hat- 
ing occaſional Conformity, to what they could 
not ſee to be of Chriſt's Inſtitution, to ſave what 
fading things they were in Poſſeſſion of, from 
ſeveral diſtant Towns gathered themſelves to it. 
The Doctrine wherewith he fed the Flock of 
God, to which the Holy Ghoſt had made him 
_ Overſeer, was the conſiſtent free Grace of God, 
as held forth in the Goſpel. And in all his 
Work did faithfully follow the Advice given 
him once by Dr. Owen, ſtudy Things; accept- 
able Words in courſe will follow. He was very 
far from being tainted with Arminiani/m, the 
Doctrine of the New Methodiſts he abhorred, 
and uſed to ſay of Mr. R. Baxter, that the 
Saints everlaſting Reſt, was the beſt Book he 
writ; but that there were many dangerous (if 
not fundamental) Errors in that. The powerful 
Wo: Grace 
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Grace he experienced he preach'd to others, and 
the God of all Grace — it. The many re- 
freſhing Seaſons the Church enjoyed under his 
Miniſtry, both by Day and by N ight, and often 
under ſore Perſecutions, cannot be related. With 
the fincere Milk of the Word he fed them; and 
God did conſtantly bear Witneſs to the Word 
of his Grace. I muſt again ſay, the Word of 
his Grace; for the Doctrine of Grace was Mr. 
Browning's Delight. But becauſe he left nothing 
in print, that the Godly may judge what were his 
Principles, and what was the Do ine his Soul was 
ehiefly led out into, I ſhall take the Liberty to 
publiſh what he himſelf deſigned for the Prefs 
had he lived to finiſh it, under the Title of 
Sovereign Grace, or, ſome . admiring Reflections 
upon Rom. v. 21. And though it be but a ſmall 
part of the Work upon his Heart, yet as his 
Principles and Doctrine ſhine there with great 
Evidence, ſo unto the Godly I hope it may be 
acceptable, but eſpecially to the Church of 
Rowel, who, under the Teachings of the ſame 


Spirit of Faith which dwelt in him, ſtill live 


upon, and by the reigning Grace of God held 
ͤ— ß nn ao 
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Rom. v. 21. That as Sin bath reigned unto Death, 
even ſo might Grace reign through Rigbteouſ- 
neſß unto eternal Life, by Jeſus Chrift our 
Lord. CCC 


rede: jopful ser in theſe we, 
Sound of Abundance of Grace. And though 


fearful I am that the publiſhing of God's Grace | 


may prove a Hazard to ſome: who abuſe it, and 
turn it into Licentiouſneſs; as indeed they do 
every thing elſe, yea, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf * 
* „ 
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fare I am it is otherwiſe with God's Elect, for 
whole ſake Chrift, and the Goſpel of God's 
Grace are to be preached up and down the 
World. For if ever they believe, repent, and 
are converted, to God, as infallibly they fhall, it 
muſt be by preaching Jeſus Chriſt and his Grace. 
For it is to Jeſus Chriſt, and to Jeſus Chrift 
alone that the poor Sinner can repair for Accept- 
ance, Pardon, Holineſs and Salvation; and ir is 
from the Encouragement of Grace, and Grace 
alone that the poor Sinner is animated to repait 
to him for them: And therefore I am not dif- 
heartened to preach and publiſh the rich and 
glorious Grace of God; and, as I faid, a great 
elation of it we have in theſe Words, As Sin 
hath 2 unto Death, even fo wh ral 
throngh Righteouſneſs unto eternal Life, by Feſa 
I Vill confider a little the Connexion of tlie 
Words, and open the Words thetmſelves, and come 
to the Point I intend by the Lord's help to treat on: 
In the foregoing Verſes there is a Comparifon 
made between Adam and Chriſt; and this Com- 
pariſon is made to illuſtrate the Greatneſs of rhe 
Grace of God: And the Sum of it is this; they 
were both publick Perfons, repreſenting others; 
Adam all Mankind;  Chrift all Believers ; Adam 
was the Head of all Mankind, and derived his 
Evil and Sin to them ; Chriſt is the Head of all 
the Elect, and derived his Righteouſnefs and 
Goodneſs to them. Adam fins; is guilty and 
condemned; derives Guilt and Condemnation to 
his- Poſterity ; Chriſt fins not, but is holy and 
_ righteous, and-derives his: Holineſs and Righte- 
_ onfaeſs to Believers. This is the Scope of the 
Compariſon, and as I faid, it was to illuſtrate 
the Grace of God. And at ver. 20. the Apoſtle 

adds ſomething to the fame Purpoſe, The Law 
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entered that the Offence might abound, &c. More- 
over the Law entered, - purſuant: of the ſame 
Scope the Apoſtle mentions this. The Law 
entered, namely, in the Days of Moſes, ſome 
hundreds of Years after God had given out a 
free Promiſe and Covenant to Abrabam to ac- 
cept, pardon, renew and ſave him, and his holy 
Seed, according to the Tenor thereof: Vet after 
this God gives out his Law by-Mo/es; and why 
is this? Did God revoke his foregoing Cove- 
| nant, and would have them under the Diſpenſa- 
tion of it no longer? No, ſaith the Apoſtle, that 
cannot be, Gal. iii. 17. it was confirmed of God 
in Chriſt. A Man's Covenant cannot be made 
void, much leſs can God's; and yet the Law 
enters. What? does God intend to fave them 
by their Obedience to and Obſervation of the 
Law, at leaſt in part, that after the Diſpenſation 
of this Covenant of Grace to them the Law en- 
ters? No; he had ſaid before, That hy the Deeds 
of tbe Law no: Fleſb could he juſtified, nor conſe- 
| quently ſaved, for no unrighteous. one ſhall enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, And he ſays elſe- 
where, That it is impoſſible that the Blood of Bull 
aud of Goats ſhould take away Sin. My then en- 
ers the Lau? It was added, becauſe f Tranſ- 
grelſion, Gal. iii: and here that Sin might abound. 
Where no Law is there is no Tranſgreſſion. 
The more eminent the Promulgation of the 
Law is, the more eminent the Tranſgreſſion. 
They had the Law before its Entrance in the 
Days of Moſes, but then more eminently pro- 
mulgated. Under this awful Miniſtration this 
Law diſcovers their Sin, this Law aggravates 
their Sin, yea, this Law irritates their Sin; not 
from any Vertue thereunto from this Law itſelf, 
but from the wretched Venom that is in their 
Natures. Sin takes Occaſion by the Command- 
FFT men, 
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mont, Rom. vii. 8. There were Motions of Siu by 
the Law, ver. 7. repeats it again, ver. 11. and 
this made Sin exceeding ſinful. So bad it is, 
that nothing but its ſelf can deſcribe it; ſinful 
Sin, exceeding ſinful Sin, ſinful to an Eyperbole. 
And here in the Text it made it abound. And 
therefore the Law entering, it made Sin abound, 
and made convicted and awakened Sinners glad 
to refuge their Souls under the Wings of new 
Covenant- Grace, revealed and diſpenſed to Abru- 
ham their Father. : 
But is Chriſt an Antidote againſt this Poiſon ? 
Yea, the Law had never entered to make it a- 
bound elſe; no, nor Sin itſelf had never entered 
amongſt God's Ele&, much leſs the Law to 
make it exceeding ſinful, had not God provided 
an Antidote againſt it. Sin was never fuffer'd 
to enter among the elect Angels; no, there was 
no Antidote provided in the Wiſdom and Mercy 
of God about it: No more here; but Sin en- 
ters, and the Law enters to make it abound, but 
where Sin abounds Grace more abounds. There 
is the Antidote againſt the Hazard of their 
Souls. . And the Antidote does not only do, bur 
over do. Grace ſuperabounds. It is enough, 
and more than enough to expel the Poiſon. - As 

if yol let a Stream through a Kennel it will 
clanſe it, but if you let a River ora Sea through 
it, it will more than do. Sin abounds by the 
Entrance of the Law, but Grace doth more 
than abound. It is as if a Father would not 
only pay his prodigal Son's Debts, but ſet him 
up again, with greater Riches and Splendor 
than before. Grace much more abounds. It is 
a great Expreſſion of God's glorious Grace; as 
it is a great Account of abounding Sin, that it 
- abounds upon' the cntrance of the Law, holy, 
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juſt, and good as it is; ſo it is a great Expreſſi- 
on of the abounding of God's Grace, that it 
equals, yea, tranſcends Sin fo aggravated. Sin 
: abounds, Grace ſuperabounds. That one Paſſage 
added to the former to illuſtrate the exceeding rich 
and glorious Grace of God, brings us to the Text. 
| here to illuſtrate the Greatneſs of the ſame 
Grace of God, the Apoſtle makes a Compariſon 
between Sin and Grace; the Reign of Sin, and 
the Reign of Grace. They are indeed the two 
reigning Kings of the World, It is true there 


is a Diſparity in the Compariſon, as there is be- 


tween Chriſt and Adam in the foregoing Verſes; 
but in ſome Inſtances there is ſome Likeneſs, to 
illuſtrate the Thing they are brought unto. So 
here Sin reigns unto Death, Grace reigns unto Life. 
Vea fart her, Sin reigns unto Death, that is all is ſaid; 
an eaſy Paſſage Sin finds in its reigning to Death: 
Facilis deſcenſus averni, ſmooth is Sin's Reign 
unto Death; but Grace's Reign is otherwile, 
and yet Grace reigns through all that lies in the 
way of it unto eternal Life, through Righte- 
ouſneſs, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. There 
are five or ſix things in the Words that require 
nr ohhh [ta 

1. The Subject ſpoken of, and that is Grace, 
the Grace of God; the ſame Grace that was 
ſpoken of in the foregoing Verſes, the Great - 
neſs and Glory of which Was the Apoſtle's Scope 
' to illuſtrate. The Grace of God, the growing 
Grace of God, which bath abounded, ver. 157. 


Abundant Grace that provides and beflows the Gift . 


_ of *Righteouſheſs by Chrift, ver. 17. Grace that 
abounds to the Proportion, yea, tranſcends 10 the 
Aboundings of Sin, ver. 20. It is the ſame Grace 
that is here ſpoken of, the Grace of God, and 
not ours, Though it is true our Grace is God's 

•J3 __ Grace, 
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Grace, the Grace he is the Author and Worker 


of; but farther, it is not God's Grace in us, 


but God's Grace in himſelf the Text ſpeaks of. 
There is giving Grace, and there is given Grace. 
Giving Grace is that Grace that is in God, his 
ſole Motive to ſhew Mercy to Sinners. Given 
Grace is that ſpecial divine Work by the Holy 
Ghoſt in the Hearts of God's Ele&, in their 
Converſion and effectual Vocation. There is 
eſſential Grace, which is an eternal Property of 
God's Nature; and there is inherent Grace, 
which is an abiding Property of God's rene we 
People. The firſt is moſtly called Grace in the 
Scripture z the ſecond is called Grace alſo, and 
that in Scripture, 2 Cor. viii. 4, 7. Chap. ix. 8. 
2 Pet. iii. 18. But I take not this latter for the 
Grace the Text ſpeaks of but the former. That 
Grace »f God thar is in God, even in his Heart 
and Nature; that Grace which denominates 
him the God of a!l Grace, 1 Pet. v. 10. He is 
the God of all Grace, efficienter, and ſo is the Au- 


thor and Worker of all Grace in his People, but 


not as ſo is he here called the God of all Grace, 
becauſe he ſpeaks of that Grace which calls us, 
and fo is antecedent to any - gracious Quality 

wrought in us. But he is the God of all Grace 
eminenter & eſſentialiter, as he is in himſelf an 
inex hauſtible Fountain of all Grace, Goodneſs 
and Love. And as I heard a learned Man once 
ſay, becauſe one or other of thoſe to whom God 


is gracious, are Sinners of all Sin, therefore he 


is a God of all Grace. His Grace would waſte, 
for it muſt laviſh out to ſome (if I may ſo ſay) 
becauſe of the Need they have of it, were he 
not the God of all Grace; had he not in himſelf 
an infinite Treaſure of it. But rich be ii in this 
Merch, Eph. ii. 4. Exceeding rich in abis Grace, 
+ 1 8 E 
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ver. 7. Abundant in this Goodneſs, Exod. xxxi. vy. 
And Paul /aw it exemplified in himſelf, 1 Tim. i. 
x4. It wasexccedingabundant to him in Chriſt : 

For the very ſame Grace belongs to Chriſt, who 
is the very Son of God, and as ſo, Partaker of 
the very Excellencies of God, that are eſſential 
to him; therefore ſays the Apoſtle, Be ftrong in 


the Grace that is in Chrift Jeſus, 2 Tim. ii. 1. 


not only that Grace of Chriſt Jeſus that is in us, 
but that Grace of Chriſt Jeſus that is in himſelf. 
And this Grace is nothing leſs, and I know not 


mda II can expreſs it more, than an eternal un- 


changeable and everlaſting Principle of God's 
Heart and Nature in Chriſt that inclines him to 
ſhew Mercy to poor Sinners : that is, accept 
them, though unworthy ; pardon them, though 
provoking z renew them, though deprav'd; and 
fave them, though moſt forlorn and wretched 
above all Reſpe& had to'their Deſervings, againſt 
all Reſpect had to their undeſerving, ill deſerv- 
ing, and Hell deſerving Provocations. Or thus, 
it. is God's free Love to favour poor Sinners in 
_ Chriſt, above all Conſideration of their Wor- 
thineſs, and againſt all Conſideration of their 
Unworthineſs and Provocation. Hof. xiv. 2. Re- 
ceive us graciouſly, ſay they. Ver. 4. I will love © 
von freely, ſays God. God's Grace is his free 
| Ge in Chriſt to poor Sinners. This is the 
Subject ſpoken of: And I am ſer down in this 
Faith of it by God's Aſſiſtance, daily in the 
reading of God's Word, wherever it reveals this 
Grace, and am fully ſatisfied in that Obſervation 
of a learned godly Father, Eratia non eſt ullo 
modo, fi non fir gratuita omni modo. And J ve- 
rily believe God has few of his People but are of 
this Mind. And indeed his Deſign is to lead 
them into their Hearts, and make them know 
15 N 5 their 
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their Weakneſſes and Imperfections, that they 
are glad to be of this Mind, and glad God's 
Word gives out ſuch Revelations. They are 
your haughty, proud, unexperienced Men, that 
_ raiſe their Oppoſitions againſt God's free Grace. 

2. Here is the Adjunct and Property of this 
Grace; it reigns. It is ſovereign and reigning 
Grace. It lords it. Rom. vi. 14. Sin Hall not 

have Dominion over you : You are under Grace, 
and Grace ſhall have the Dominion over you. Grace © 
ſpall lord it over you: The fame Word is uſed, 
I Pet. v. 3. Not as Lords over God's Heritage. 
God gives no Man an Empire over his Church, 
bur now Grace has this Empire; all is under 
the Lordſhip of Grace. Grace is ſaid to have 
the Throne, Heb. iv. 16. To have the Dominion, 
1 Pet: v. 10, 11. Grace reigns as God reigns, 
Pfal. xciii. 1. He is clothed with Majefty, 
_ clothed with Strength, his Throne is eſtabliſh-- 
ed; ſo Grace reigns, as Chriſt is ſaid to reign till 
his Enemies be his Footſtool, fo Grace reigns 
| over all that lies in the way of it, yea, over all 
wherein its Subjects are coneern'd. Its reigning 

Love, reigning Grace, irreſiſtible, uncontroulable 
Grace. ie „ 
3. Here is the Way of Grace's Reign; it is 
through Righteouſneſs. That is, ſay ſome, righte- 
ouſly. There is no Injuſtice, there is no Vio- 
lence, there is no Wrong done in all Grace's 
Reign, in the Project of ir, and in all Things 
about it. Grace ſtrives, but ſtrives lawfully, 


and has the Prize at laſt. Some Men that reign, | 


do not care how they reign, by Right, or 
Wrong; but not ſo Grace; no, it reigns righte- 
ouſly. This is true and precious: For as there 
is the exceeding Wiſdom and Mercy of God in 
the Reign of Grace, ſo there is the exceeding 
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Juſtice and Righteautneb of God therein. Grace 
is crowned, doth reign and govern, and all in a 
way of Righteouſneſs. But I think the Expo- 
fition of Righteouſneſs here muſt be had from 
the Context: The Righteouſneſs that was fpo- 
ken of before; namely, The Righteouſneſs upon 
 evhich God juſitfies a Kiuner; which the Goſpel re- 
weals to Faith, Rom. i. 17. Mbich is witlout the 
Law, and witneſſed by the Law and Prophets, 
chap. iii. 11. The Righteouſneſs of God as he 
ovides it, of Chriſt as he works it out, of 
aith.as it ſolely receives it. That Rightconſuefs 
evhich conſiſts in the Obedience of one, by which 
many: are made righteous, chap. v. 19. And in- 
deed, as there is a great deal of the Reign of 
Grace, ſo there is a great deal of the Miſtery of 
its Reign. herein. There is a great deal of the 
RNeign of Grace in God's providing, Chriſt's 
eompaſſing, and a Sinner's reeciwing by Faith a 
Righteoutneſs for his ſtanding: juſt before and in 
the fight of God. Wonderful Oppoſition Grace 
gets over here, and ſo a great Myſtery of God's 
Brace in its reigning through Righteoufneſs. 
For as it gets over Oppoſition, ſo it makes its 
Way through Difficulties, with infinite Wil 
dom and Underſtanding. And through this 
Paſſage doth Grace reign, through the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt imputed - unto Juftificarion, 
chiefly here meant, as F conceive, which though 
it cannot be divided from the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt infuſed unta, Sanctification, for Faith 
which receives it is of that Nature in the Ordi- 
nance of God, that it purifies the: Heart umo 
Obedience and Holineſs, fo as it cannot be ſe- 
parated, yet may and ought to be diſtinguiſhed 
from it. This is a great Province of Grace's 
Reign, it is a ſpecial: part of Grace's * 5 
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. Grace doth not, in any Inſtance of its Reign, 
glory more than in this. 

Here is farther by whom Grace reigns 
throu h Righteouſneſs ; and that is, by Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Jeſus Chriſt is the Name of the 
Son of God, as he is the Mediator of Sinners 
and It is as much as the anointed Saviour; called, - 
ordained, and appoinred of God to be fo. A 
gracious God, God had been, had not Jeſus 

Bee been a Saviour of Sinjerss for it belongs 
te him as God, and is an eſſential Property of 
his Nature; and therefore undivided from him: 
But God would not, I may ſay, with Reverence 
and Truth, could not be gracious ro Sinners, 
but by Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. To be graci- 
'ous belongs to his Nature, but the Procurement 
of his being ſo to Sinners is by Jeſus Chriſt, 
who has removed Obſtacles that were in the 
Way. For Sin had made an Obſtruction to the 
Communication of God's Grace, and a Difficul 
unconquerable, as to all created Wiſdom, Holi- 

nels and Power; and that from other en 5 
Perfections of God s Nature, and a free Con- 
ſtitution of his Wiſdom and Holineſs about Man 
An his original Eſtate. God gives him a Law; 
he mighr do ſo; he was his Creature. Fhis 

Law was like himſelf who gave it; holy, juſt 
and good. God enters into a Covenant with 
him; the Sanction of which is, that if he would 
.obey this Law, he would continue to him all 
the Bleſſings that were concreated with him; 
but if otherwiſe he ſhould forfeit them, and be 
expoſed to his Wrath and Curſe he and his Po- 
ſterity. Here are now inſuperable Difficulties 
in the way. of God's Grace to poor Sinners; and 
as I ſaid, inſuperable from other Perſectiom of 


Saas Naure, and this from a Conſtitution of 
"=o Things 
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Things between God and Man. For here is 
.God's Law will proſecute the Sinner, and God's 
Juſtice and Holineſs will fide with the Law in 
its Proſecution. Here is enough to dethrone 
God's Grace, and put an everlaſting Stop to the 
Current of its Kindneſs; but it reighs ſtill by 


| Jeſus Chriſt. For theſe Difficultics he has got 


over, and theſe Obſtacles he has remov'd, and 


Keeps Grace ſtill on the Throne; it reigns thro' 


-Bloriouſ] 


Jeſus Chriſt. He has ſatisfied God's Juſtice, pa- 
.cified God's Anger, and made Atonement for 
.Sinners, by doing that which was required of 
them, and enduring that which was threatened 
7 them, and that according to a previous 
Agreement between God and him about it. A 
{= oi there was, and ſuch a one as could ne- 
ver have been ended, had not Jeſus Chriſt been 
the Umpire, which he was fit to be by the 


Excellency of his Perſon, and by his Call to the 


Mediation, and he laid his Hand upon them 


both, made Peace, and brought in everlaſting 


Righiteouſneſs. He took up the Difference, ſa- 


tisfied the Law by obſerving its Commands, and 
A Nog Oh + bt: +5 - 4 em 3. 5 3: £.i;53. mJ N. 1 
enduring its Penalty, and fo removed Obſtacles 
out of the way of Grace' Reign. Sin might 
Have conquered Grace, but for Jeſus Chriſt; be- 
cauſe the Juſtice and Holineſs of God would 


have ſided with the Law, which the Sinner had 


_ .tranſgreſled, and condemned him to Death; but 


Jelus Chriſt, according. to the Counſel of the 


- Iinfinice Wildom and Goodnels of God, has or. 
dered Matters ſo, That Sin is caſt. and condemned, 


as it is faid Rom. viii. 2. and Grace reigns, and 
reigns on by Jeſus Chriſt our Lori d. OE is is 

ully repreſented in thoſe. Viſions of the 
- Revelations, chap. v. 6. . vii. 17. The Lamb is in 


the mill of the Tire, Tis Toro is n, 
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of Grace, and Grace keeps the Throne through the + 
Lamb in the midſt thereof And there the Lamb 
i ſeen as it had been ſlain. Jeſus Chriſt as cruci- 
fied has a glorious Influence into the Reign of 
Grace. He is in the very midſt of the Throne.” 
Therefore when the Apoſtle diſputes the Point, 
and this in his own Heart heated and imbittered 
about the Pre-eminence of Sin and Grace, he ſees 
where the Controverſy was adjuſted for him, 
Kom. vii. 24, 25. 1 thank God through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. And he gives the like Inſtance in ge- 
neral for fall the Saints, 1 Cor. xv. 5, 56, 57. 
Thanks be to God who gives us the Victory, through 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord. It is his lording it over 
all that keeps Grace upon the Throne, Ir is the 
Grace of God therefore as conſider'd in Chriſt 
that is the reigning Grace, and the Apoſtle bids 
Timothy be ſirong in it, 2 Tim. ii. 1. that is in 
the Faith and Comfort of it. * 
F. Here is farther in the Words the Term of 
this Reign of Grace; and that is, 10 eternal Life. 
It reigns to a good Length, and it reigns to a 
good End, it reigns to eternal Life through Jeſus 
2hriſt our Lord. Life there is, and eternal Life, 
and Grace reigns to eternal Life. Life is ſweet 3 
but that abates the Sweetneſs of it, that it will 
not laſt; but eternal Life will hold, and Grace 
reigns unto eternal Life. That's a Time long 
enough, and that's an End good enough. It 
reigns ever: and towards thoſe that belong to 
its Dominion, till they arrive in Glory, Grace 
will hold the Throne. Even as Sin reigns over the 
Ungodly, till they are thruſt down to Hell, gives 
not over the Tyranny, till a complete Conqueſt 
be made of the Sinner, and he be brought down to 
the loweſt hell: So Grace reigns to eternal Life. 


. Grace watches over them till Glory poſſeſs them: 
F Grace 
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Grace 2 it reſigns up its Intereſt to Glory. 
Glory takes them up, in the Reign of Grace. 
As they loved not their Lives co the Death; and 
as Chriſt was obedient unto the Death, not only 
to Death, which was the Law of his Mediation, 
but all along his life, until Death he was obedi- 
ent; ſo Grace reigns all along, till they that be- 
Jong to its Reign live in eternal Glory; through 
all time ro Eternity. Ir begins at Election, and 
ends at Glorification but. pafſes through Re- 
demprion, Adoption, Juſtification, Vocation-atid 
Sanctification; till it fits down in Glory. Thar 
was the thing aimed at; and therefore in the 
_ firſt Counſe}, Promiſe and Tranſaction about it, 
between God and Chriſt, Zit. i. 1. Eternal Life 
was promiſed before the World began. This Grice 
was given us in Chriſt before the World begah, 
2 Tim. i. 9. 4d fo a ſecuring them for Glory | 
is a principal thing in Chriſt's Redemption, Heb. ii. 
10. His York was to bring Sons to Glory; 10 
bring them to God, 1 Pet. iii. 18. To gather the 
Children of God that are ſcattered abroad, Joh. xi. 
572. namely, to hitnfelf and to his eternal Glory. 
The God of all Grace calls them into his eter- 
nal Glory, and Grace reigns till they have it, 
und win ee chem poſſeſſed of ir. 
6. There is Put one thing more, that 1 will 
take Notice of in the Words; and that is, he 
Sabjefts of this teigning Grace. For all that 
reign have their Subjects thät they reign over, 
Uſe are they but e Which is next 
to nothing: ſo that this reigning Grace hath 
Subjects to feign over; and this is implied in 
that Word of Relation our. Jeſas Chriſti our 
Tord. The Apoſtle puts himfelf in, and che 
Noman to whom he writes. Now, who was 
tthe Apoſtle? Hinſclf tells us, 1 Tim i. 1 3,145. FS 
: | r Res 3 | as . | Lea, - 
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of Romans v. 21 4s 
Tea, a greater than he tells us, Acts ix. 15. 
ch. xxii. 14, IF. he was an eleft Veſſel; and, pur- 
ſuant of his Election, called and converted unto 
God. And who theſe Ramans were, the Apoſtle 
tells us, chap. i. 6, 7. the beloved of God; the cal- 
ed of Chriſt; the Saints. So that under them 
is-comprehended all thoſe Sinners amongſt Man- 
kind, which are his People and Children. E- 
lected, redeemed, called, juſtified, adopted, and 
fanctified Ones, or to be fo, up and down the 
World. And rheſe are the Subjects of this reign- 
ing Grace of God; and it reigns thro' Righte- 
oulneſs to eternal Life, by Jeſus Chriſt their 
Lord. And that brings me to the Point I in- 
rend to inſiſt upon. | th ones wa 
The Grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus to poor 
Sinners, amongſt Mankind, who are his Chil- 
dren is reipning Grace; and it reigns over and 
thro' all their Concernments, and God's .own 
Diſpenſatiens towards them that are the Subjects 
_ of ir, till they arrive in Glory. Te” 
Ibis is the great Mind of theſe great Words. 
A greater I know not that God has revealed, a 
greater I know not that we are concerned in. 
God's reigning Grace reigns over all they are 
concerr'd in, ho are the Subjects of it till they 
artivs ſaſè in Glory. As Sin reigns uno Death, 
o Grace; Nc. How doth Sin reign unto; Death? 
Why, ir reigns over all they, are concern'd in 
till they die and periſſi. Nothing in the Diſpen- 
. ſation of God befalls the Sinner, nothing of his 
own Oceaſions of Liſe be falls him, but it is, un- 
der the Reign of Sin unto Death: Sin reiguz, 
und reigns on, till he dir and is damned. 89 
Graee feigus, and reigus on, till the guhject ir 
reigns aver he ſaved and glorified ;-rthro';all God's 
Diſpennrionsctowards bim,:thro'all his e : 
$333 | | Callons 
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caſions of Life, be they what they will, without 
Exception; Grace is at the Head of all, and no- 
thing ſhall fall out, but what may be over - ruled 
to their Good, their ſafe Arrival at Glory, who 
/ d ng 
There are Sinners amongſt Mankind that are 
God's People, called and unealled, John x. 16. 
Other Sheep that are not of this Fold, whom I 
muſt bring in: Children of. God that are ſcaiter- 
ed abroad, John xi. 72. Who muſt be gathered un- 
der one Head. Sons that muſt be brought to Glory, 
HFeb. sii. 10. that is, his elected and redeemed 
People, who ſhall, be regenerated, ſanctified and 
ſaved. The Grace of God towards them is reign- 
ing Grace, and it reigns over all their Concern- 
ments, till they arrive ſafe in Glory 


Mr. Browning propoſed to handle this Subject 
at large: but becauſe in the Manuſcript left by 
him, he did not near half finiſh what he ex- 
preſly deſigned; and his Thoughts in a way of 
Expoſition upon the Text, being compleat and 
perfect in what I have here tranſcrib'd, I ſhall 
Proceed no further. Only as I muſt obſerye that 
this Expoſirion evidently holds forth what was 
Mr. Browning's Judgment, with reſpect to the 
reipning Grace of God, towards and over all the 
Elect, the Sheep of Chrift, the Children of God, 

| called or uncalled, to uſe his own: Expreſſions; 

IJ 0 I muſt aſſure the Reader, that no other Doc- 
trine than that delivered by him, has been preach». 
ed or received in the Church of Rotel, to this 
Day. Mr. Browning underwent inderd many) 
ſore Trials and Perſecutions, from open and a- 
vowed Adverſaries; but the poor Children of 

Bod were glad in ſuch Days to feed upon the 

Doctrine of free reigning Grace; Satan Sing 8 
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and Frame of Spirit. 147 
alſo under a ſpecial Reſtraint, in that Particular. 
But when the Clouds of Perſecution blew over, 
there were many hundreds that peep'd out of 
their Coverts, where they had been hiding them- 
ſelves, and denying the Truth, who immedi- 
ately took upon themſelves to judge of Doc- 
trines; with whom too many, who till then 
made no Oppoſition, fell in. Perſecution being 
over, and Toleration by Law granted; Satan, 
being ſuffer'd, had a new Game to play. There- 
fore let not the Reader think it altogether un- 
accountable, that the ſame Doctrine ſuffer'd in 
Mr. Browning, was with Violence oppoſed in 
His godly Sueceſſor. i 


So we paſs unto the Frame of Mr. Brouning's 
Spirit; which appear'd 1n his Abhorrence of all 
Evil, his Adherence to God, mourning after 
him, rejoicing in him, in his Work, and in his 
People. In our Account of Mr. Beverly, we 
obſerv'd how Mr. Browning, in a hte e. 
took Notice of ſo much Holineſs, Faith, and 


powerful Godlineſs in him and his Converſation, __ 
that he went away ſorely dejected. We ſhall 


now further relate the precious Conſequence of 
that Chriſtian Viſit. Oh that all the Viſits and 
Meetings of Chriſt's Servants were abundantl 

ſo ſeaſoned, that Grace might be mutually mi- 


niſtred! Says Mr. Browning, * Ah! thought I, 


“ this is a Saint indeed; but what am I! I bid 
< him farewell; which was not ordinary with 
me ſo ſoon: but I ſought a Place to be alone, 
and melt to Death at the Foot of God. I re- 
© turn'd home, call'd my little Family together, 
© which conſiſted but in Myſelf, Wife, and god- 
© ly Servant, and pray'd with them: ſomewhat 
Mas ſtirring then; bur Kere enge; 

„ . . : | an 
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© and threw. myſelf all along 2 the Ground, 
< and laid my Mouth in the Duſt, and wept ſore, 
©, ſaw no Grace of God in me, had freſh Re- 
membrance of former notorious Sins, and was 
£< confounded, that one who hoped in Pardon 
<£ſhould be no more holy., I had at this rime 
* ſuch a Work upon my Heart as I never before 
© had, eſpecially before I was got off my Knees; 
© ſuch a Proſpect of Chrilt, in his Perſon and 
Offices, as I never had before; and ſuch a ſen- 
„ ble Cloſing wich Chriſt, and Evidence of 
God's Love to my Soul, as I never before had. 
© And indeed, it was as a Repetition of all 1 
© had before found, in a better Edition, with 
© ſuth a Progreſſion into Evidence, Peace, Joy, 
and Aſſurauce, as I never before had. The 
Remembrance of it is precious to this Day, 
now ſixteen Y cars ago; and has been of mar- 
_ *© vellous Advantage ever ſinoe. I was made to 
ſee the Sin of my Nature and Life; I was 
helped to mourn over it with {clf-loarhing and 
Deteſtation; I was directed to the Promiſe af 
God's Grice, and to Jeſus Chriſt in the Pro- 
'© mife, and enabled to rely upon him; I Was 
& fſcaled and aſſured of my Forgiveneſs, and wrapt 
_ up in raviſhing Expedtation of Glory. Yea, 
I wonder often at it, tho? I underſtood little 
of God's Election, Chriſt's Redemption, che 
Spirit's Regeneration, and the Security God's 
'© hildzen have in them, and ſtrong Conſola- 
tion they may have from them z yet at that 
time I was made to believe my Intereſt in all 
this Grace, and adore each glorious Perſon in 
the glorious Godhead for it- It was the firſt 
mighty loſing time that ever I had in God: 
for I was loſt and ſwallowed up in him. 1 
went out of my Study, walked an the e 
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tber, admiring God,bewailing my hard Thoughts 
© of him, mourning for my Unbelief, more than 
© all my Sins; with great Purpoſes of Heart to 
© cleave cloſe to God, and grow up to the high» 
© eft Pitch of Holineſs. 55 | 
His in-dwelling Corruptions were his greateſt 
Burden; and the Abſence of God he could not 
bear; he was not always alike, as to Comfort; 
but from his Converſion to his dying Day, there 
appeared in him a predominant growing Prin- 
ciple, conſtantly Eng with the greateſt Fer- 
vour after God. He himſelf ſaid, and writ, not 
long before his Death, that he did not remem- 
ber that he wept four times in all his Life upon 
any temporal Occaſion z but he ſeldom pray'd 
alone without Weeping, and that ſomctimes 
he was forced to give over Prayer, his Spirits 
were ſo exhauſted, and with Tears his Soul was 
men e 15 
The Work of God was very dear to him; 
and when confined in Northampton Goal for 
preaching, it is impoſſible to . how he 
mourned after his Work. But under all his Tri- 
als, which I ſhall not particularly mention, his 
Love to his Work, and ro the People of God 
among whom he was called to work, will ap- 


1 pear by one or two of the many Epiſtles he ſent 


unto them, when ſore Providences kept him at a 


Diſtance from them. 
Mr. Browning's Letter to the Church, from Priſon, 

fl « My dear Brethren, and Beloved, RIGS: et 
I Salute you in the Lord, and make mention 
A © of gu to him with Joy ; accounting it my 
« maſt happy Lot, next 1 in d Love, to 
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© have fo great a Share in yours. I have boaſt- 

ed of you to the Lord, and to many of his 
| © Children, and have great Confidence that this 
my boaſting ſhall not be in vain; but as you 
have approv'd yourſelves to God and me hither- 
to, ſo the ſame Grace of God ſhall be ſufficient 
for you to the End. Not the Grace you have 
already received, if that be not daily recruited, 
it will fail you, but that Grace which is in Chriſt. 
An Intereſt in which you have for your daily 
Supply and Encouragement. And bleſſed be 
God, who has not been, who is not to this day 
awanting to us. We arc awanting to him in 
Faith, Love, Joy and Thankfulneſs; let Shame 
cover our Faces, and Grief fill our Hearts, that 
we have been ſo ſhort of the Duties, Graces 
and Perfections of his Children. But God has 
not been ſtraitened towards us; we have been 
comfortably carried along the Wilderneſs; we 
* have had the Pillar of ibe Claud by Day, and 
of Fire by Night; the ſatisfying Tokens of the 
Preſence and Favour of God. We have had 
the Manna, the Bread from Heaven, and Wa- 
ter out of the Rock. The Lord has ſatisfied 
our Souls in Drought, and made fat our Bones 
and watered us like a Garden, whoſe Springs of 
Water fail not. The Lord has created in 
this little Dwelling-place of Mount gion, and 

our aſſembling together, a Cloud and Smoke 
by Day, and the ſhining of a flaming Fire by 
Night; and upon all our Glory a Defence. 

God has been a Strength to the poor, a Strength 
tothe Needy in his Diſtreſs, a Refuge frem 
the Storm, a Shadow from the Heat, when the 
&©Bla{t of the terrible one is as a Storm againſt 
k the Wall. Bleſſed be God, we have been hid 
from the Wrath of Men, from the Rage of . 
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Devils, from the Violence of our own Luſtss 


and above all, from the Diſpleaſure of a jealous 
God. Not that we have not offended him 5 


at leaſt, done enough to diſpleaſe him; buf 


that he ſees no Iniquity in Jacob, nor Perverſe- 
neſs. in Iſrael. Our dear Lord Jeſus ſtands be- 
tween God and us, is a Mediator and Advo- 
cate, ſatisfies the Demands: of Juſtice, pleads 
the Merits of his Death, filences the Accuſas 
tions of the Devil, and gives out Grace for Sup- 
port, Supply, Encouragement, Recovery and 
Strengthening in our-walking before the Lord. 
The Cry of his Blood is louder than the Noiſe 
of our Sins; and the Plea of his Interceſſion 
over-rules all the Arguments and Sentences of 
Sin and Satan. Hence we have Peace in the 


midſt of Trouble, and Quiet in the Day of 


War: becauſe this Man is our Peace, even 
while the 4/hrian is in the Land. And even 
thoſe of us who have been led into Captivity 


and Bondage, have yet experienced much of 


the Loving-kindneſs of the Lord. God has 


been a little Sanctuary to us in our Scatterings. 
He has out · ſnot the Devil in his own Bow, and 


over-rul'd that which was deſignꝰd for our Ruin, 
to be our Help. Oh the Soundings of the 
Lord's Bowels, we have heard in our Diſtreſ- 


ſes! Oh the Teachings we have had in our 


Temptations! Oh the Conveyance we have 
had into the pitying and compaſſionating Love 


of Chriſt! Oh the Skill God has given us to 
apply to and make uſe of Jeſus Chriſt by ſecret 


Prayer! Oh the Pangs of Grief, and Cries of 


Love and Fear, that have been expreſſed in the 
very Boſom of our dear Lord Jeſus! thoſe 


Sighs and Groans unutterable! thoſe Joys and 


Triumphs unſpeakable and glorious! And now, 
4 I 2 
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© my Brethren and Beloved, what remains, but 
© that we walk in the Fear of the Lord, and 
© keep our felves in the Love of God, 2 
for the Mercy of our dear Lord Jeſus Chrit 
unto eternal Life? _ F 5 
© You are under the Awe of that Word, Heb. 
© x. 23, 24, 25. a ſuffering Day is the Trial of 
© our Love to follow Chriſt. When there is no 
© Oppoſition, it is cafy. Do not Hypocrites 
© do ſo? But this is the Commendation of 
« Chriſt's Followers, 1bey follow him whither 
ſoever be goeth. Thoſe are they that came out 
of great Tribulation z they are before the 
© 'Fhrone, and ſerve him Night and Day, and 
© he that ſitteth on the Throne ſhall dwell among 
„them; the Lamb in the midſt of the Throne 
„ ſhall feed them, and /ball wipe away Tears 
© from their Eyes. Come, my Brethren, you 
* weep. now; our tender Father has an Hand- 
© kerchicf in his Hand to wipe away our Tears 
© c'er long. Do not offend with weeping; too 
many Tears may defile. Woman, why weepeſs 
© thou? was our Lord's Enquiry. Tears of Joy 
become the Saints, and there is no Danger in 
them; they'll be ſure to drop into his Boſom, - 
© and draw out, it may be, the like in him; for 
© he rejoices. over us with ſinging, he reſts in 
© his Love. Oh my Brethren! methinks I am 
with you, weeping with you, joying with 
Dr Js praying with you, and hearing with you. 
It is true Fellowſhip my Soul bas with you at 
© a Diſtance. I long after you much in the 
Lord, yet rejoicingly ſtay his good Pleaſure. 
would not come out a Moment before his 
time; I would not take a Step without his Di- 
“ rection. I am wonderfully well; better and 
better. The Cup of Afflictions for the Goſpel i 


Mr. Browning's Letter to the Chureh. 53 
'© is ſweeter, the deeper; a ſtronger Cordial, the 
«. nearer the Bottom; I mean Death itſelf. Oh 
the Joy «n/peakable and glorious, the dying 
Martyrs of Jeſus have had! How full fraight 
have been their Souls, in their Paſſage to their 
Port! I tell you, if you knew what Chriſt's 
Priſoners, ſome of them, 2 5 in their Goals, 
you would not fear their Condition, but long 
for it. And I am perſuaded, could their Ene- 
mies conceive of their Comfort, in mere Vex- 
ation of Heart they would ſtay cheir Perſecu- 
tions. Therefore, my Brethren, my Joy, my 
Crown, ftand faſt in the Lord; rejoice greatly 
to run your Race; fear not their Fear; ſit 
looſe from the World; allot your ſelves this 
Portion that God has allotted you; through 
many Tribulations to enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Come, the worſt is Death, and 
that is the beſt of all. What do we ſtick at 
© dying for him, who ſtuck not at it for us? 
Do we find Difficulty in that which will be 
© our Entrance into Glory? Do Princes dread 
their Coronation Days; or any loath to come 
© to their Nuptials? Fooliſh Hearts! why do 
© we err, not knowing, rather not believing the 
_ © Scriptures? I muſt ſtay my Pen, to dry my 
Eyes, becauſe of the Overflowings of God's 
© Love upon my Soul. And now I fee, if I had 
not ſomething to keep me down, I could not 
bear the Loads of God's Favour. Bleffed be 
© God; bleſſed be God; let every one that hath 
© Breath praiſe the Lord / Oh love the Lord, ye 
© bis Saints! My Brethren, do not budge. 
Keep your Ground; the Scripture is your 
© Law ;. God is your King. Your Principles 
© are ſober; your Practices are peaceable. Your 
© Obedience to Superiors known, ip thoſe things 
* 1 V 
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© wherein your Obedience is required. If Men- 


have nothing againſt you. but in the Matters of 


© your God, rejoice and triumph in all your Per- 


© {ecutions. | | nh 
© You that are young, and flouriſh in your 
© Abilities the Lord has yet given; you I coun» 


© ſel; yet not I, but the Lord, in the Words of 


© his Servant Paul, 2 Tim. ii. 21. Fa Man purge 


© bimſelf from all droſſy Corruption, he ſhall be 


© a Veſſel unto Honour, ſanfified and meet for the 
< Maſters Uſe, and prepared for every good Work: 


ou that are aged I adviſe, Var not I, but the 
Lord, in the Words of ble 


| | dlefled Peter, 2 Epiſt. 
© 1. 8. if thoſe things be in you, and abound, c. 


J exhort you all to walk in the Faith, Fear, 


Love and Joy of the Lord. I do not ſuſpect 
© your Remembrance of me, yet I beſeech you 


to abound in it more and more, as you can; 
c and the Lord aſſiſt. Study your mutual Edi- . 


6 fication. Fear nothing of Events till they 


come; only fear offending God with a Neg- 


© le& of your Duty. There is no Shadow like 
© the Shadow of God's Wings, keep therefore 


© cloſe to God, P/al. lvii.t. + 


Mr. Browning's Letter to the Brethren of the 
Church, dwelling at Broughton. 
I dear Wil, and beloved in the Lord, 


Salute you in his Name, praying for an In- 
- +. creaſe of Grace and Peace to you, thro* 


( elus Chriſt. Bleſſed be the God and Father of 
* Jeſus Chriſt, who has loved us, and choſen us, 
© and called us. Fix your Hearts, my dear Bre- 

. © thren, upon this Grace. Take Sanctuary in it 
© this Day: out of it God has had ee 


7. B. 
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© ſhew you Mercy. Out of it you can have no 
© Reſt. In your Faith of it, and cleaving to it, 


© you will find refreſhing. I bleſs the Lord in the 


© Remembrance of what I have been helped to 


« declare and publiſh of this Grace in your Ears. 
And bleſſed be you who have known the joy- 
ful Sound. The Lord help you to walk in the 
Light of his Countenance, and in his Name to 
c rejoice all the Day, and in his Righteouſneſs 
to beexalted. God is the Glory of our Strength, 
and in his Favour our Horn ſhall be exalted. The 
Lord is our Defence, and the Holy One of Iſrael 
is our King. He will guide us with his Counſel, 
and will receive us to his Glory. Ir's yet but 
a little while, and he will take us to himſelf, 
that we may reſt from the Days of Adverſity, 


down with his Father on his Throne; and has 
given us his faithful Word, that if we over- 


Throne, It's enough, it's enough, my dear 
Brethren, to be as our Lord was here, reproach- 
ed and perſecuted ; ſecing we ſhall be as our 
Lord is hereafter, advanced and glorified in 


Profpetts in this evil Day! Set them, and kee 
them, in your Eyes, and in Patience poſſeſs 


having done the Will of God, you may receive 


© ſhall come will come. Only live you by Faith; 
c and as for them that draw back, God's Soul 


„will take 30 Pleaſure in them. But you are not 
t of thoſe that draw back to Perdition, but of 
t thoſe that believe to the faving of the Soul. 
It grieves me that I am thruſt out of my Work, 


Py 


+ „ 


and be eternally ſwallowed up in the full En- 
joyment of him. Chriſt overcame, and is ſet 


come, we ſhall fir down with him alſo on his 


Heaven. Oh! Chriſt and Heaven are glorious. 


your Souls, You have need of Patience, that 


the Promiſe; for yet a little while, and be that 


do 


4 1 


56 Mr, Browning's Letter to Broughton. 


© and render'd uncapable to ſerve you. I am 
© mourning with many Tears over thoſe ſore. Re- 
© bukes of God. I would gladly.find out God's 
© Controverſies with me. Do you alſo labour 
© init. We know him who is our Peace- maker 
and Advocate with bim; and we know the 
Way we muſt take to get Differences ended. 
The Lord put us upon it. Humiliarion, Sup- 
_ © plication, and Reformation God directs us to 
e in his Word, The Lord direct our Hearts in- 
© to his Love. I give this Advice, as one that 
c has obtain'd Mercy. of the Lord to be faithful, 
Labour after perſonal and powerful Goulineſs, 
© See that things be bettered in your inward 
© Man. Let every one of you ſet Examples in 
B56 © practical Godlineſs ro each other. Be ſavoury 
E © and fruitful in your Converſes. Send up migh+ 
| ty Cries to Heaven, Vour Prayers are de- 
© ſpiſed on Earth by unregenerate Formaliſts, 
© and profligate Sinners; but highly eſteemed 
< in Foot becauſe of the much Incenſe of 
_ © Chrift's Mediation that is offered up with them 
© before the Throne, I believe moſt firmly, 
© that God will c'er. long vindicate that great 
| © Ordinance of praying in the Holy Ghoſt ; and 
& will anſwer ſuch Prayers, as by terrible things 
© in Righteouſneſs againſt his own 5 
© their many Provocations, ſo no leſs by terrible 
© things in Righteouſneſs againſt his implacable 
© and enormous Enemies. Pray love Jeſus Chriſt, 
and one another; and keep yourſelves from 


2 


Aol; and forget not me, nor my Bands. 
„„ . ours in Cbriſt, 
e web obey 

ents CC 13 Nen 


Many 


1 
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| Mr. Browning's Deceaſe., 3575 
Many more of his Letters I might tranſcribe, 
but the Province I undertook being only to de- 
clare in an impartial Manner the true Sharacter 
of that Servant of Chriſt ; what were his Princi- 
_ ples, and what Spirit he was of; for that End, 
what [I have done I humbly hope may be thought 
fufficichr. - Only I muſt add, chat . 
M. Br0t#itg's Uſefulneſs was great in the Con- 
verſion and Edification of many; the Church of 


Shriſt at Rowel under 1 Miniſtry con- 
tinned, ſtrengthened, and enlarged; notwith- 
ſtanding the many ſore Perſecutions that were 
upon them: and having finiſhed his Generation- 
Work, he fell aſleep in Jeſus, May 9. 1687. and 
ſo wis removed froty all his Labours and Trials, 
to triumph with his Lord, whoth he 2 
ed, arid faithfully ſerved; leaving the dear Flock 
of God in the Hands of their Great Shepherd. 


” 


6 * 


The nike Dertics of Cori 70 „ tis 5 
Church at Rowel, in the holy Con- 
 werſation and Evangelical Mimiſtr 

, Mr. Richard Davis, 1 0 re. 

5 corded. . 


A R 1 3 a8 we (EN obſerv'd, bes 
ing remov d to his everlaſting Reſt, 
in the Year 1685, the Church, for 


above four Years, remained deſtitute of a Paſtor. 


Bur the Great Shepherd and Biſhop of their 
Souls was wonderfully with them, and fed em; 
the Life and Power of Religion kept up among 
'em; and even in that time, by the Grace of 


God, many were added to them. Indeed there 


were ſeveral who preach'd to them occaſionally ; 
but Paſtor they had none, 'till the Lord was 
pleaſed to ſend to them, and fix among them his 
dear Servant Mr. Davis, in the latter! nd of rhe 
Year 1689. 

Mr. Richard Davis was born i in Cardiganſtire 
in South-JVales, in 1658, had a liberal Educa- 
tion in his own Country, and after ſome Years 


remov'd to London,-.yhere God did bleſs him 
With great Attainments in all good Literature; 
ſo that he was look'd upon as every way accom- 


pliſn'd for Maſter of a Grammar- School in that 


great City; which Character he ſuſtain'd for ſe- 


veral Years, in a laborious and faithful : 


Mr. Davis's Converſron. £9 
of his Duty, in the Fear of God, as many now 
my who were his Scholars in London, can 
re ifv.. | —_— aw * r | . | 1 
2 He had not been many Vears in London, be- 
fore God was pleaſed to ſnine into his Soul by 
divine Grace. The pious Exhortations of his 
Godly Relations in the City, the many Goſpel 
Sermons he heard from the Servants of Chriſt, 
on whom he attended, the Labours and Endea- 
vours of holy Mr. Lang ſton, in whoſe Family, 
and under whoſe Care, he was for ſeveral Years, 
were not loſt upon him. God graciouſly ſet his, 
Seal to all, and powerfully wrought above all 
in his Soul for Good. Mr. Langſton was the Per- 
ſon who afterwards, when Miniſter at /p/wich 
in Safolk, did teſtify unto the World, under 
his Hand, in the Year 1692. that he had known 
Mr. Davis from the time that he was about 
eighteen Vears of Age; that he never ſuſpected 
him, nor ever knew him to be ſuſpected, of any 
immoral thing whatſoever; but judg'd him to 
be a god Man, even a conſcientious Fearer of 
God, and a Lover of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
. . nts er CT ge a 
Some time after Mr. Davis was firſt wrought 
upon by the Spirit of God, he had a great mind 
to unboſom himſelf unto that Great Servant of 
Chriſt Dr. Owen, hoping that if the Doctor pleaſ- 
ed to take Notice of him, and give him ſome 
Evangelical Inftructions upon the eternal Con- 
cern, ſome ſpecial Advantage as to Faith might 
follow thereupon. er , he went, and. 
as he told me (for I had the Happineſs of ſome 
Years Acquaintance with him) found the Doctor 
very ready in a Chriſtian Manner to receive him 
ſaying, Young May, pray after what Manner do 
you think to go 10 God? Mr. Davis anſwer'd, 
SAINTS 1 "3 | Sir, 


-  - qther. Chriſtian Acqusintapcęe in the Cip: 


< Mr. Davis“ Canverſien, 


Sir, tha As Medigter. Fo whigh the Pactor 
fu ied, © Young Man, that is caſily ſajd; but 


do aſſure you that it is another thing to go 


© to God 0 80 the l wal mere, than per- 


c © haps 1. ho make uſe of the Expreſs = 


e 0 21 yſalf preached Chrift 
q fore Wa Iban J had but very little if any 
© experimental Acquaintance with Accels to 
© thro! Chriſt; until the Lond Was pleaſe to 
© viſit me "Mich fore Afliftion, whereby I was 
© broyght to the Mouth of the Grave, , and un- 
3 der ASS my Soul was gppfeſs d with Horror 
9 t God Rout ly relicved my 
© Spirit, 10 4 were pplicatian of Bam 
© cxxx. 4. Rut 75 15 Fee de with thee, that 
T © thou ma From whence I receiv- 
c ed ſpecial Inſtrui _ Peace and Comfort, in 
< drawing. near 10 God, chro- the Madiatar z 
5 9 preach'd 1 rhereuppn, . unmediarely after: my 
£ Weinen So free was this Great Man of 
| eee unto others What him- 
\ Felf 5 K with other ſyiz- 
> ge th — 85858 otice gi; was, Madg af 
great U avis afterwards 3 who reſolv- 
| 957 to ſeco che Lord fully, - became, Member 
ak that a Canch of Chriſt to which rhe warthy" 
Wi — . 
RF in oh a and 
_ Williams, a Gentlewoman of eminent Gedlinefs, 
Prudence and Wiſdom: A Helpmees indeed, 
who 4 ſtrengthened his Hands in God, 3 
omfort unto him under all the Trials 
& his Life. and à conſtan;, Example of Prudence, 
and all Piety unto others. 
Ins the Church, he belonged don and among 


was very uſeful, and greatly: beloved. 


—— 


Nr. Davis Call to the Miniſtry. 6r 
eompliſhments as a Gentleman and a Scholar, 
but elpecially as a Chriſtian, rendered him very 
valuable; ſo chat theſe wha were really acquaint- 

ed with him in thoſe Days, and are yet living, 
takes Pleaſure in repeated Diſcourſes of his Con- 
verſztion. The Church, and others who knew 
him, urged him 10 conſider that it was his Duty 
ta make uſe of the Talent God had given him 
in a publick Way, for the — the my» 
ical: Bady of Chriſt; Aſter ſometime he com- 
glied, and in a regular manner exercis'd his Gift 3 
hut with that Savour of Spirit, that Warmth 
af Saul, that Zeal and: Judgment, that thoſe 
who heard were amazed, and glorified God in 
him. There was implanted in him a Principle! 
an: e dl oor Sinners, and endeared N ro 
be Roporr of him reaching the People 
a Mans w—_—_ 


Gad at Nadal, -who wanred ſuc 
ſent, and God's Will was in it, and therefore 
. they: ſucceeded. He comes with his Eye 1o0 
_ Choilt, and his Work, without eonſidering the 
m of Liſe hs 1 $3 
2 being together with the mean — 
ſpoct — ee at [Vol Lp e 
Number of Diſſenters, by Sir 
they came doven together from j — vin 
ec, that according to Chriſt's Word he was to 
_ ſeek firſt abe Kingdom: of God and bis Rightoouſs 
1 to which Sir I. : replied, Mb. Davis, that 
IK us 4 | great knlvaatage ts him in the Work 
12 of che Lord when he eame to Rewe to find 2 
Deaple who had cat e ee with the 
- Dodtrines off the „ ſpecial Love to, and 
Delight in che Law — as eſtabliſned there- 
. Pe of Converſion and. ſtrictly 
Cage 


82 Mr. Davis's Call to the Miniſtry. 
Congregational as to Diſcipline, according to 
the Inſticutions of Chriſt. They were not a 
People who had took the Advantage of a Day 
of Liberty, to ariſe out of the Bed of occaſi- 
onal Conformity, where many others had been 
hiding themſelves from the Calamities of a per- 
ſecuting Night; but ſuch as took joyfully the 
ſpoiling of their Goods, knowing in themſelves 
that they had in Heaven a better and an enduring 
Subſtance; and accounting the Reproaches of 
Chriſt greater Riches than the Treaſures of this 
World. His Spirit, among ſuch a People, was 
Uke to be in no ſlaviſn Bonds: Let him but 
preach the Goſpel of Chriſt conſiſtently, and 
they were in a Readineſs to feed thereupon cheer- 
fully ; and every Way forward to take care that 
he, in preaching the Goſpel, ſhould live by the 
Goſpel. fl N 1 id 0900 Le © 16 Þ eo" 
As it was an Advantage unto him to come 
to ſuch a People, ſo it was every Way an Ad- 


vantage unto them to have ſuch a Man, who 


came to them to ſeek not theirs, but them, hav- 
- ingonthe Armour of Righteouſneſs on the right 
Hand, and on the left, ble(s'd with eminent evange- 
lical Gifts for the Work of the Miniſtry, fill'd with 
Pity to poor Souls, and Zeal forthe Cauſe' of 
God. A more ſuitable . People he could not 
have been caſt among; a more ſuitable Miniſter 
they could not have found. Their former dear 
Paſtor, Mr. Browning, uſed to tell ſome of them 
in times of fore Perſecution, that their Meeting- 
Houſe Doors ſhould thereafter be opened, and 


. theeyerlaſting Love of God abundantly preach'd— | 


there; which Words indeed had an eminent 
Accompliſhment in the Miniſtry of Mr. Davis. 
Who being come to Rowel, the Place deſigned 

by Providence. for his ſpecial Service, enters ups 
RR C ns, on 


Mr. Davis s Difmiſh jon ro Kowel. 63 


on the Work of the Lord among the Saints, 
taking for his Text, Jeb. ix. 14. How much 
more ſhall the Blood of Cbriſt, who through the 
eternal Spirit, offered himſelf without Spot to God, 
purge your Conſciences from dead Works, to ſerve 
Ihe living God ? But with that Light and Life, 
Judgment and Zeal, that plainly evidenced him 
to be a Teacher ſent of God. With unſpeak- 
able Joy and Satisfaction the Children of God at- 
tended to the joyful Sound, which moſt of them 
had ſeveral Vears before known in the Miniſtry 
of holy Mr. Browning. The Souls of the Saints 
were revived, and unto many others the Word 
Was preſently bleſs'd for Converſion ;z and unto 
them all the Soul of Mr. Davis was knit in the 
deareſt Love. Bur in order to enjoy his Service 
more fully; firſt as one of them, and then as a 
Paſtor to them, they earneſtiy deſired he would 
ſend for his Diſmiſſion; he complied, and the 
Diſmiſſion was ſpeedily ſent down from London, 
in a recommendatory Lerter as follows. 3333 


A o the Church of Chriſt at Rowel in 
5 eee | 


We che Paſtor, E Alert and Brethren of that 
\. Church, wheres Mr. Richard Davis hath 
been for ſeveral Tears, to this preſent In- 
ft a Member, 1 Greeting. 


Ines it hath pleaſed the Almig bby God to 

+ ſtir up and incline our — Brother 

0 Bitbard Davis to become a Labourer in Chriſt's 
© Vineyard, and give him, as we hope, an in- 
ward Call to the Work, which, for his more 
82 orderly Entrance into the Miniftry, is 1 


125 


1240 Rowel: 


ed with an outward Call tos our Klves ts 
6 * fe down anwh See our Paftor; We much 


64 N. bass Diſmi 


rejoice" i che-good f lad of God te werds Hitt 
* Mor” rat be Is 76 well, fatisfled in his 
„Work, auc hath fsund {6 good Acceptades 
c with von. The Lord A his Labowrs ++ 
„ mong ydu for your faftber Edification, and | 
for the bringing in of Tuck unconverted ones. 
486 ae orduitied te etemnat Life: We do dy 
« theſe Pyeſents, 8 His and y your Du: & 
1 eh 


6 Yranfinit ame you that particular 

and Cars of 4 ally beloyed Brother, which: 
« wy A Duty inchmbenr on Us Jones pinch 
hilt he walked BA 1 45 Fay, ommet 
him 10 your ml co Nt py 28 4 


& by Lord, who 
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al you Bel een e, kene 
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Nix. Davis thoſtn Paſtor. 63 
ſeventh of March following was a Day of Faſting 
and Prayer appointed for the ſolemn ſetting of him 
apart, in an orderly Manner, to his great Work 
among them: The neighbouring Churches were 
acquainted with their Deſign, and ſent to; that 
they might be preſent by their Meſſengers to 
behold their Faith and Order. The Day being 
come, the Church in a holy manner, by Prayer 
and Impoſition of the Hands of their own Ela 
ders, ſet him apart, and ordain'd him to the ſa- 

ered Office; but upon Notice of their Defign, 
ſeveral of the neighbouring Miniſters withdrew, 
ſaying, there was no Buſineſs for them! Whe- 
ther this Reſentment did work itſelf up into the 
many diſmal and . uncharitable Conſequences 
which quickly followed, I ſhall leave to the 
Determibation of the Great Day. But I muſt 
obſerve, that here the holy Man's Calamities be- 

n. It js not eaſily expreſs'd what Weight 

the Papiſts lay upon Succeſſion and Impoſition 
of Hands, or that imaginary Power, which one 
poor vain Wretch among them puts into an- 
other, as if the mne was ſo delighted therein, 
2 bur what goes along therewith ean 
plenſe Hun 111 75 
| —— Mr. Davis being called of God and 
the Church, applied. himſelf with all Diligence 
unto the Work of a Paſtor 3. and in the Up- 
' rightneſs af his Heart, fed the Flock of God to 
which the Holy Ghofi had made him Overſeer. 
And whenever any of the Children of God; far 
or near, call'd him to help them in the great Af- 
_ fairg of Salvntion, he always was ready by Day, 
and Night to ſerve them; though he met with 
Abdundagee of Oppoſition in his Work, and Re- 
2 for . Indeed, to ſupport his Spirit, 
024 en him, and greatly vos 
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66 Mr:Daviss Comfort and Trials, > 
ed him; but for the Trial of his Faith, Satan 
was ſuffer'd to rage, and appear in many Shapes 
againſt him; yet through: Mercy his Arms were 
made ſtrong by the Hands of the mighty God 
of Jacob. At Home his Comfort was great in 
the abündant Sueceſs of the Goſpel, in Conver- 
ſion and Edification yet this Comfort was al- 
3 ſore Afflictions; whereof- many lying 
Reports were rais'd and improv'd by the Enemy 
tothe Diſadvantage of the Cauſe; of God. Se- 
veral Women belonging to the Church were 
affljcted with Hyſterical Fits, whereby they were, 
while thoſe Fits laſted, incapable of 2 Motion, 
or thrown inte that which was irregular and vi- 
olenr. Though there was nothing belonging to 
thoſe Fits, hut what is common in the World, 
Inſtanees of the ſame kind being frequent, yer 
there were ſome attending Cireumſtances which 
made the Affliction great. They were often 
ſciz'd with them in the publick Aſſemblies; and 
Perhaps, when their Affections were moſt pow- 
erfully touch'd With any Truth they heard, they 
were chen in the moſt Danger of being over- 
power'd'therewith: So the decent orderly Wor- 
ſhip of God was interrupted, the Ghurch in their 
Attendance upon their dear Redeemen diſturbed, 
the Ignorant filled with Amazement ond Won- 
der, and the Mouths'of the Enemies of the Goſ- 
pel opened to teh ile and reproictr the Salvation 
of God. Then the poor Children of God. were 
tobk up in the Lips of Talkers they Whiſper'd 
againſt them, they deviſed ther Hurt, an evil 
Hiſeaſe, ſay they, èleaveth faſt unto them: Thus 
did they perſecutecthoſe that in wiſe! Grace the 
Lord had ſmitten, and When he was hut a little: 
diſpleaſed, they helped forwafd the Affliction ; 
ſo that it became very heavy“ 1 - 
: 8 8 6 — * ga | 


- 


Mr. Davis's Comfort and Trials. 67 
began and prevail'd in the Neighbourhood before 
ever Mr! Davis came into Northamptonſbire; and 
God not having finiſned his Deſign by ſuch a 
Diſpenlation, Was pleas'd to order the Continu- 

ance thereof for a while. But Prayer was made 
without ceaſing of the Church for the Afflicted, 
and God heard and remov'd the Rod. As all 
Diſtempers of Body have their ſpecial Commiſ- 
ion; and are under ſpecial Limitations from the 
ſupreme Governor as to Perſons, Place, Weight, 
Time and Cont inuance, ſo was this Trial, as to 
its Nature and Degree, ſent of God, and in due 
time, by his Grace and Power, remov'd. The 
Devil indeed made all the Uſe he could of the 
Ignorant and Malicious to reproach this Hand 
of the Lord, and to draw-odious Colours over 
: it. And often have the People of God at Rowel 
| been by fach Men upbraided with their Afflicti- 
en; which Words, and their Deſign, ſhall here- 
— __ WfſreeiEaReſirreStion,/7 1 7 fo. 
5 Abroad, God greatly owned him for the Com- 
fort of the Saints, and ſor the Converſion of 
Mlultitudes: His Comfort in the Work of God 
abounded, his Comfort ivothe' Factels attenaing 
the. Goſpel was great. Tet rhis Comfort allo 
had its allay of Bitterneſs; for abundance of 
Oppoſirion was made to him, and the Cauſe of 
wounded in the Houſe of his Friends, if I may 
ſo call them It ſhall nt be any part, of my 
"Work! ſo much as to name them, ſeeing that 
moſt, if -not all of them, were Perſons ullius 
nominis. We know very well that Antipas the 
faithful Martyr is recordedy and his Enemies bu- 
led in gilence. My Buſineſs is to take Notice 
of Mr. Daus, tho Grace of God to him, and 
the Graca t God by him to the Church ar 
| e Roel; 
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el approaching 7—— 1 ig tuns thus; 
if { Tm, udgments. be well, and 
hrou ly ground ech an Pee a e inc of God's 
E7 FTACE, and eternal Love, and Redempti - 
| . on through Jeſus Suri alone, and in the moſk 
* ſpirjzual inward. Qperatians;.of Gad's Spftit, 
- i at, wall fence. them againh all; Errors; you; 
© may then even venture them from taking in 
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eaſoned with 


Afr. Davis's Cafe of Faith. 69 
bimſelf approved unto God. Were all thoſe 
who are among Diſſenters, called. Preachers. of 
the Goſpel, acquainted wich the Principles and 
Power of the * of God as he was, the 
Churches would be in no Danger of having 
Artinomian; Arminian, or Sacinian Principles 
impos d upon them; but would be effectually 


deliver'd from vain, vile and looſe Livers, from a 


_ double-tonge'd,- covetous, deſigning Time- 
ſervers, and from all thoſe. who ur the om 
thar bought them. | 
But that the imi partial Reader way mote 3 
cularly 1 what were Mr. Davis's Eel 
_ Ciples, lei him take them as they ſtand in his 
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45 be holy Seite e of che old and. new, 10. 
ſtament arè the Word 


Rule af Faith and Life. 


infinite, eternal and un- 
Wisdom. P Wer. Ho- 
ruth, Thee are 

„the Facker eternally: ber 


God, who is a 
changeable in tix Bei 


r, and the Holy. Ghoſt eternally ' procecdiit 
from ch Hacher aa Son, hs fone in Efſeu. 
cqual in all the incommunicahle and comny 5 
cable; Attributen of the divine Nature. 
The Deerees of God are his eternal Pur 


eotording to the Couneil at hisown, Wil, w 5e. 


by bor his own "Glory, he; hath fore-arcained 


© The Wok of Creation is God's waking, al 
chings of nothing ä of bis Power in 
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Ms Davies D fem of Faith, 


votes of fix Days, und all very good; and 

ter other Creatures, he created whine Male and 
Pemale 'after his own Image, in Knowledge, 
Rightęouſneſs, Holineſs, With [Dominion over 
the Qreatures, _ * e e 

God's Works of Providente ate his moſt nölp, 
wiſe and powerful teſerving and Boyerning all 
his Creatures d all their Acrions. 

When God. created Man he enter'd into a Co- 
venant * Tie with him, as the common Head 
and I Repreſentative. of all Mankind, upon Con- 
ation. 951 perfect Obedience, forbiddin him to 
oy of 08 Pres of Knowledge, of Good and 

U upon Pain of Death; Which Covenant, 
Hitſt Parents, being left to the Freedom ot 
5 own W ill, broke, and ſo fell from the 
Eſtate wherein they were created, by ſinning 
àgainſt God, and all Mankind, defceriding from 
225 dam by ordinary Generation, [1 in him, 
and fell with him in his firſt Tranſereffioti 11 
AP 'The Sinfulneſs of every Man defcending ie | 
Adam by '6rdinary” Generation, conſiſts in the 
Galle oke Adam's rſt Sit = the 'Wanr: of original 
KRighieduſneſs, and the Corruption of his Whole 
None," which is common called original Sing | 
together with all ackusl Sins, whereby he Wer 
: Ponce. 70. Ul ee ga es "0 il „and! 
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ail iſ 


ET 45 0 b 915 gh One, Jo opal booking 
u, being conceiv'd in the Womb of the Virs 
| the Holy Ghottj and thereby taking 


gin ry , K 
our Nature upon him as on to b God and 


— and one Perſon for | 


: Haan two diſtinct 
Our 
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Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, both in his humbled 
and exalted State, executeth the Office of a Pro- 
phet, and of a Prieſt, and of a King to his 
Church. Chriſt executes the Office of a Pro- 
phet, in the times both of the old and new Teſ—- 
tament, in revealing, by his Word and Spirit, 
the whole Mind and Will of God for Man's Sal- 
vation. Chriſt executeth the Office of a Prieſty 
in once offering up himſelf a Sacrifice without 
Spot to God, to be a Reconciliation for the Sins 

of all them that ſhall be ſaved, and in making 
continual Interceſſion for them at the right Hand 
of the Majeſty on high. Chriſt, as our Redgem- 
er, executeth the Office of a King, in calling 

out of the World a People to himſelf, in ruling 
and defending them, and in reſtraining and con- 
quering all bis and their Enemie. 


The Covenant of Grace was made with Chriſt 
as the ſecond: Adam, and in him with all the 
Elect as his Seed, and was made manifeſt: by 
freely providing and offering to Sinners a Medi- 
ator, and Life and Salvation through him. 
- Thoſe whom: God effectually calleth, he alſo 
freely juſtiſieth, not by infuſing Righteouſneſs ' 
into them, but by: pardoning their Sins, and by 
accounting and r Perſons as righte- 
ous; not for any thing wrought in them, o 
rr Fewer try oy war's ſake alone; "nor 
y impuring Faith itſelf, nor any other evange- 
Peel Defence unto them as their Rinhrdouſ- ; 
neſsy but by imputing the Obedience and Satiſ- 
faction of Chriſt unto them; they receiving aud 
reſting on him and his Righteouſneſs'by Faith, 
which Faith they have -nor of themſelves, it is 
the Gift of God z and this Faith is not a dead 
Fade bas-worketh by Love, and is decotnpas 
ied wich all other ſaving Gtsces. 
5d 3 . ait h 


Tn to ſeek after. it; and 


the Efficacy 
Chriſt, tbe A af che Covenant of Grace, 
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Faith in rhe general is a giving Credit to the 


whale, revealed Will of God in his Word, and 


n his own Authority; but as it is 4 ſaving 
— it is a Work of the Spirit, whereby a 


Sinner doth ſec and behold Chriſt in all his E- 


ies, and is perſuaded and enabled to look 
to him, to go forth from Sin and Self, to liy 
hold of Chriſt, and to reſt and rely on Chriſt 


21 . hreouſneſs, for Acorptance with Gd 


Salvation 
een calling is the powerful. Voice of the 


Son of God by his Spirit, accompanying his 


Word, whereby a. Sinner is to accept 
of Chriſt upon his own Terms, according to 
he er of the Goſpel, therefore it relates to 
aith.. 
 Aſarancs is not à bare gon) ;edtural and pro» 


 bable Perſuaſion, but the infallible Certainty of 
Faith . A Teſtimony of the Spiric 


of Adopti with our Spirits, that 


We are * Eileen of God; although, many 


Believers have not attain'd: to this Aſſura = 


have uttain d it, may have it divers Wars 
aken-and diminiſh'd, chrough Sin' and Oy 


tations. S 


vob Prrfovermnce. of the. Saints depends not 
Tho Nr own iree Will, 'or- inherent. Grace 
dy xeceiv'd,. but upon the Immutabilicy of 
the Love of God in the Decree. of Klection, 
and Merit of of che Jaterteſſion of 


tlicabiding of che Spirit of God, *. 


and 
true Believen cannot fall fially and totally, yet 
they may, fall into n — — 


tinue in them for a While, 
the Spirit, leſſen their G 


— of Fulth 
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Conſciences, ſcandalize others, and do come un- 
der the Rebuke of God's fatherly Corrections for 
their Recovery and Amendment. 
Adoption is an Act of free Grace of God, in 
nd for his only Son Jefus Chriſt, whereby all 
rhoſe that are juſtified are received into, the 
Number of his Children, have his Name put 


iven unto 
them, are under his fatherly Care and torreCtion, 


upon them, the Spirit of his Son 


admitted to all the Liberties and Privile 
the Sons of God, made Heirs of all the 
{es, and Fellow-Heirs with Chriſt in Glor 
Sanctification is the Work of God's 
whereby they, whom God has before the Foun- 
dation of the World choſen to be holy, are in 


time, 


Chriſt unto them, renew'd in their whole Man | 
. of God, having 
Repentance, and of all other fav; 


after 


Pre 


ro mi- 


es of 


through the powerful Operation of the 
Spirit, applying the Death and Reſurrection of 


the Image 


the Seeds" of 
ing Graces put 


into their Hearts, and thoſe Grages lo ſtirred 997 
increaſed and ſtrengthened, as that thi 


and more die unto Sin, and riſe up unto i 


neis of Life, in rhe liv 
of Faith. 


ely Acting; and Exeręiſes 


True Goſpel Ne is a ſaving Grace, * 


wrought by the Spirit of God, whereby we are 


enabled, through believing. 


on the Lord, Jeſus 


Chriſt For Life and: ' Salvation, to tutn from Ip 


oy 


unto God. KW 
148 n do 
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thereby 


* 
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thereby be juſtified, or continued in a juſtified 
State, Pur that they may glorify God, and anſwer 
the Ends of their Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt. 
The moral Law holds the Elect during their 
Unre zeneracy, under its condemning Force till 
"they believe; and 1s utito all Believers a Rule 
| , for Obedience, which they are enabled to con- 
| form unto by the Power of God's Grace. 
| The Souls of Believers, immediately after 
Death, are made perfect in Holineſs, are receiv'd ' - 
up to Heaven, and behold the Face of God in 
Light and Glory. Their Bodies in the mean 
time reſting in the Grave till the Reſurrection, 


. 


Ks . x 1 


ate then te. United to their Souls in perfect Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, and full Enjoyment of God for ever. 


„ Sod has appointed a Day wherein he will 
00 the Quick and the Dead in Righteouſneſs 
by Jeſus Chriſt, to whom all Power and Judg- 
ment is given of the Father for the glorifying . 
his divine Mercy in the Salvation of the Elect, 


and of his'divine Juſtice in the rnal Damnati- 


on of the Wicked and Diſobedieſt. 


1d the Sum and Subſtance of his Faith! 


Beh 
Now, ſeeing Mr. Davis was a Perſon of Capa- 
eity and Thought, as his greateſt 'Adverfaties 
m an grant, what dangerous Notions could he 
entertain confiſtent with theſe? He was not a 
weak Man, that underſtobd not the Concarena- 


Apprehenſion and of a conſiſtent Fhought ; and 


| therefore muſt be judg'd a Man that could agree 
with himſelf as well as with Truth. He never 
us'd to think not ſpeak Contradict ions: And 
therefore becauſe his Adverſaries could not gain- 
lay the confiſtent powerful Truths deliver d bt || 
him, they dreſs'd up, as they — 
| I "Notion 
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Notion of eternal Juſtification, and charg'd him 
with it, before ever he did ſo much as think 
r opt des W 
The Notion being accofding to their own 
Humour, dreſs'd and ſtarted, was preſently pur- 
ſued with hideous Noiſe and Confuſion : the Ig- 
norant and the Profane were no ſooner called, 
but they came in with all their Help, to hunt 
it down; and at every Turn, every Adverſary - 
thought he had it; juſt as he form'd it, he found 
it, trampled it under foot, and deſpiſed it: ſer ir 
upon Legs a ſecond time, and a third, perhaps 
in a different Form, and till had the Pleaſure to 
conquer it. Ir was their own Brat, they might 
do what they would with it: but the Marrow 
of the Game did lie in charging it, as they had 
ſorm'd it, upon Mr. Davis; hoping, if by any 
means they could make him odious, his Work 
was done, 0 „ „ 
1 might here indeed take Notice of the Suf- 
ferings of this Man of God, from a barbarous 
Inquiſition, craftily contriv'd in diſtant Places, 
and with Cruelty and Ungodlineſs enough ſet up 
on a fixed Day, againſt him and the Truths of 
the everlaſting Goſpel, in a neighbouring Town. 
There, in his Sentences, he was put to the Rack; 
there, in his Sentiments, he was wrong'd and 
condemn'd; and there, in his Name, he was 
murder d. Mr. Haworth of Hartford being — 
videntially preſent, and ſeeing ſuch inhuman Pro- 
ceedings, was. pleas'd to call into queſtion their 
Authority, and cried out aloud, Quo jure, Quo 
jure? They being ſtartled, ſurprized, and for 
ſome time ſilenced, at this unexpected Challenge 
of their Power; after a while, he that would 
be thought Chief among em ſneakingly anſwer- 
ed, Nullo jure. Then, * Mr. Haworth, it 
een ST oo: 


\ 
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is Injuria. And ſo it was, in every Particular 


belonging to itz and had no Authority from God 


nor Man, that the incompaſſionate and unjuſt 
Members thereof could ſo much as pretend to 
plead for its Support. But I ſhall not trouble 
the World nor myſelf with che Particulars of 
ſuch an unpleaſing ory, IT 

 Excidat illa dies evo, ne peſtera credant. 

Secula | E 

lr. Davis hereupon wrote his 1 and 

publiſh'd it; declaring how, in the Affair of U- 
nion to Chriſt, a d Juſtification in him, he was 
in the ſame Thought, as to the Time thereof, 
with the holy and learned Pemble, Twiſt, Good- 
win, and others, whoſe Labours God has ſo 

N bleſs'd in the Churches. But I refer the 
Fe to the Book itſelf, which was indeed 
bleſs'd for the Inſtruction and Comfort of his 
Friends; the reſt, refuſing Information, went on 
to ſlander and revile with greater Aggravation of 
Guilrz as ſhall be ſcalonably evidenced by the 
impartial Judge. 

As they invented and formed this Notion of 
| eternal Juſtification, together with {ome auk- 
ward Conſequences, as they pleas d to play a- 
gainſt; ſo they had a Watch · word of their own, 
which they guarded with diſdainful Looks, and 
human e Condition, was the * 5 
which though ambiguous enough, yet to ſcruplle 
it, as chey applied. it to . Gbedience, — 8 


next door to a total Denial of the Goſpel. If 


they had embraced it. only as the Great Doctor 
Owen explains it, it would have been in no Dan- 
ger from the Godly at Rowel. The Doctor ſays, 
K 9 the "Nw Thom. Ja os Means * 7 — 


* 


| Oppoſition made to Mr. Davis. „7 # || 


c ſigned for the Attainment of an End, Faith, 
| © Obedience; and Perſeverance for the Attain- 
ment of Salvation, and Enjoyment of Gd 
< thro' Chriſt, the Promiſes of it are two Sorts:: 
© ſome reſpect the End, or our whole Acceptas:. 
© tion with God; ſome the Means or 4 : 
© whereby we come to be accepted in Chriſt. 
„The firſt Sort are ſo far conditional, as that 
© they declare the, firm Connection and Concate= 
nation of the End and Means propos'd, ſo that 
© without them it is not to be obtain'd; but the 
© other, of working Faith and new Obedience 
© and Perſeverance, are all abſolute to the Chil- 
© dren of the Covenant. Dr. Owen againſt - 
Biddle, p.396. This Mr. Davis, and the ly 
with him, firmly believed; but their Adverſaries 
embraced the Word in ſome other Senſe, which 
I ſhall not undertake to explain, as belonging 
to ſome Scheme of Religion different from that 
plain Goſpel Mr. Davis preach'd; for on all O- 
caſions it Was oppos'd to him. But the Word 
being theirs, I leave it with them, who muſt 
know certainly beſt how to explain it, and where 
to beſtow it. | 3 
However, after ſome time their Prudentials 
led em to lay the Word Condition aſide, except 
at agreeable Times and Seaſons, fearing that ſome 
of the Godly who did adhere to em ſhould take 
Offence, and fully cloſe in with the Doctrines of 
Grace'preach'd by Mr. Davis. And fo, in the 
room of the Word Condition, 4 they choſe ro uſe 
* "accepting of Chrift upon the Terms of the (Goſpels 
and, God's accepting us. graciouſiy upon our fab 
and: Repentance, and offering Salvation to all who : 
will but accept thereof fencerely, according to the _ 5 
_ Method of Erare, and ſich like ambiguous Ex- 
preſſions, whereby they know one another, and 
> iN | F 8 are 
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are known and avoided by thoſe who are led in- 
to ſpecial Ac . with that Simplicity 
that i i; in Chriſt ſeſus. But to proceed, 
Mr. Davis's Thoughts upon the diſmal 0 
dition even of the Elect by Nature, and 1 
their Juſtification thro Grace, J can diſtinctiy | 
fre unto the World, in his own Words, which 
hope will be thought. an equal and impartial 
Way of accounting tor his Faith; a Way juſtly 
due ro all Mankind, but, with abundance of 
Injuſtice, denied ro many thouſands of Chriſt's 
dear Servants, bur I think unto none more than 
this Man of God. Thoſe Thoughts of his I 
interid, are in a large Letter drawn up by him- 
fel, in Anſwer to a Letter ſent him by Mr. Beart 
of Bury St. Edmunds, upon a particular Occaſion 
therein expreſſed: and not knowing but both 
the Letters may be of uſe unto ſome, into whoſe 
Hands Providence may caſt this Endeavour, 1 
0. Eanicnbe them. Bp | eg 


2 5 


2 Bear; 5 Leiter to Mr. Davis, 


- Dear Sir, 


"Here hath hopped hne Gontroreny of 
9 late in this Church, which is Matter 
S of much 'Exercife and 'Thoughrfulneſs to me, 

© about the Point of Juſtification from Eternity. 
o The Matter ſtands thus; here isa Brother that has 
not renewed Covenant ſince I fat down as Paſ- 
ror, / hitherto; with whom ſome of the Bre- 
thren were ſomething diſſatisfied, on account 
d of ſome Aſſertions he had laid down in preach- 
© ing or perhaps otherwile, (for he ſometimes 
© exerciſes,).one Was, That Faith was only a 


0: Manifeftation oa — juſtified from Eter- 
5 6 nity 3 | 


. 


— 
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© nity; or to that purpoſe. The Brethren that 
© favour that Opinion have lately mov'd earneſt- 
© ly for his Reception to full Communion. The 
6. Brethren that were diſſatisfied with what he 
© had aſſerted, deny d it not, but were willing 
© to ſee if there could be a right Underſtanding 
of his Meaning, in order to a more firm die 
© ing in Love. I did therefore, on Behalf. of 
'© myſelf and others, put this Queſtion, to him 
in writing, Whether he did ſo hold Juſtifica- 
tion from Eternity, as to deny all Juſtification 
© in Time, except a Manifeſtation of what was 
from everlaſting? To convince him of what 
© I apprehend Truth (as I thought my Duty) I 
gave ſome Reaſons why I thought there muſt 
105 real Juſtification in Time. I gave this as 
an Argument, The Fall was in Time; the Im- 
< putation of Adam's Sin to all the Elect, was 
© areal thing. As there was an actual Fall, and 
e a real Condemnation in Time, fo there muſt 
© be an actual Juſtification from that Sin and 
© Condemnation. Sin was charged upon the 
© Offender by a Law; for the Imputation of Sin 
© is by the Lau, c. Rom. v. 12,.— 19. He 
grants the Strength of the Argument, but de- 
nies that Adam's Sin was imputed to the Elect, 
or any of their perſonal Sins; but contends, 
“ that they were imputed. to Jeſus Chriſt from 
Eternity, and his becoming charged in Cove- 
nant Tranſactions with the Father was their 
© Diſcharge: and urges that Text, 2 Cor. v. 19. 
© Unexpectedly, and unthoughr of, this hath 
© rais'd'a, Diſpute among us, about rhe Imputa- 
tion of Adam's Sin to the Elect in Time; and 
© others, who I thought would have ſtartled at 
'© ſuch an Opinion, fall in with him Po m6- 
© derate the Matter, to draw their Aſſent, (which 
+6708 — | „„ © I thought 
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+ I thought would effectually have done it) T 

„ puted Adams Sin, when he finn'd and fell, to 
© the Elect as well as others; there was a Con- 
« demnation by the Law, a ſentential Condem- 
nation. That the Vaice of the Law is God's 
© Voice, Sc. yet notwithſtanding, he and others 
„ might have the Liberty of Thoughts, whe- 
£ ther, God himſelf, God in Chriſt, as above the 
Law, did impute Sin; and this would anſwer 
£ the Text quoted, Thus I conceiv'd there was 
ca Truth in it, that he did not impute Sin. 
to charge them; Chriſt had undertaken to an- 
£ {yer it, from Eternity, and took the Charge 
c upon him. That we ſinned and fell in Adam, 
they own, and derive à corrupt Nature from 
him, but that Sin was not imputed, . e. 
charged, as to the Elect. I anſwer'd, his Sin 
£ could be urs only by Imputation, and it is 
© that makes us fall'n loſt Creatures; and lays 
© the-whole Foundation of the Neceſſity of Re- 


2 Now, Sir, tho' I know you have wrote m 
Defence of eternal Juſtification and Union, yet 
I am confident you do not ſo take it, as to 
s ovyerthrow the Imputation of Adam's Sin to 

“ any of bis Poſterity; nor ſo, as to deny Con- 

demnation paſſing upon all Men in Time, by 
e the Law. The Diſtinction ef immanent and 
£ franſient, greatly relieves the Doctrine of eter- 
4 nal Juſtification amongſt the Learned. Althe' 
I confels L take it that Juſtification (maſt pro- 


not contend about Words, at leaſt in the Mat- 


4 ter af Communion of Saints, if another thinks 
©. ſome. immanent Act in God from Eternity | 
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(when perhaps all own that ſuch Acts there 
0 were) may be call'd Juſtification. And .there- 

6 fore I think the Matter would end, if there 
© be an owning of the Imputation of Sin in 
© Time, and that the Curſe went forth againſt 
© all in like manner. Nor is it the wer of 


Sin, at what time Perſons come into the World 
© fince: the Death of Chriſt; that is inſiſted up- 
© on, but that when Adam ſinned, he being i 
common Perſon, that great condemning Sen- 
tenceg In the Day thou eateſft thereof thou ſhalt 
die, paſſed upon all. The next Step which 
they ſeem almoſt ready for, is to deny that A- 
© dam,” if an elect Perſon, ſtood under the Law 
or Covenant of Works for himſelf, or any of 
the Elect in him. For if he were under the 
5 Lawy/the Law could not chuſe but charge and 
* condemn for Sin. I take it really to be a Point 
© of great Moment. A very little yielding on 
- © their Part would have ſatisfy'd, and eſpecially 
_ © would he engage not to publiſh ſuch Opinions. 
Knowing therefore that your Judgment ma 
© be of weight with our Brethren; deſiring alſo 
c to know whether this Doctrine of eternal Ju 
© rification muſt needs be carried to that Extre- 
6 mity, or be ſo taken by yourſelf, in your De- 
6 fence: of it, I thought you a very 1 
c fon to apply to. I am ſatisfy d of your Intẽ- 
grity, that you will fpeak your Mind freely, 
c do the very firſt Opportunity. Thus with Sa- 
lutations in our Lord Jeſus, defiring you much 
of his Preſence, and Bleſſing in your Labours, 
s and Prayers for this poor Church, and for me, 
© who reſt, Sir, _ i — 1 ws Chrig. : 
Bury St. Edmonds, our Broiner in Cori,” | 
' Dor 29. 7704. „„ Juohn Beart. 
nB N Mr. 


8z Mr. Davis's Anſwer to Mr. Beart. 

Mr. Davis writ a large Anſwer unto Mr. 

Beart, as follows, To TIED ESE e 
e 5 - 25 | \ 
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Was charged with holding eternal Juſtifi- 
„cation, afore ever I thought on it. Be- 
ing thus charged, I weigh'd the Matter, and 
< ſearch'd Authors till my Judgment was ſettled 


n 


+.in no other eternal Juſtification: than in the 
Senſe that Twi/z, Ames, Rutherford, Pemble, 
Crandon, Goodwin, and many other ſound Di- 
vines, do hold it; as my Book declares. : And 
©. tho? I hold, with them, that God's immanent 
Ac may be: call'd Juſtification; in à Senſe; 
yet tis God's tranſient Act in Time compleats 
_ *,his juſtifying Act to the Sinner. But I per- 
| if,ceiye good People run into two Extreams: 
ſome, becauſe the Elect ſinned in Adam their 
s common Head, in his: firſt Tranſgreſſion, and 
came really and actually under Condemnation 
© and alſo Execution in part, being by the Sen- 
©. tence of God, in his righteous Law, made to 
©. forfeit their original Righteouſneſs, whence 
-© of Courſe ſucceeded the Pravity of their whole 
Nature, do judge that therefore there was 
no eternal Covenant - Tranſaction, concerning 
them; nor can they ſee how the elect Sin- 
. © ner's being really under the Law, and its ac- 
© tual real Curſe and Condemnation, can conſiſt 
with his eternal Acceptation in Chriſt : But I 
find you and the Brethren with you are not of 
that Judgment. Others think, that if they be 
thus eternally elected, and in a Senſe juſtified 
H accepted, they cannot poſſibly be under an 
Actual Curſe and Condemnation from the righ- 
$8 7 Es VVV 
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6 \teous. Law they had broken. The Ground of 
© the Miſtake of both is, that they cannot take 
nin the Myſtery, how the ſame Perſons, at the 
< ſame time, ſhould ſtand in relation to two com- 
© mon Heads: The latter alſo do miſtake the 
Nature of eternal Juſtification, or Acceptation; 
c not conſidering that eternal Acceptation is but 
© 2 Branch of eternal Election, and turns on the 
< ſame Hinges with it. Election to the End, is 
God's predeſtinating a certain Number to eter- 
nal Glory, for the Praiſe of the Glory of his 
Grace: but the ſame eternal Act of Election 
c predeftinates them to the Means alſo; which 
cis the Election of them in Time, out of the 
World, by effectual Calling to receive to them- 
c ſelves Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs, to be juſ- 
s © tified and ſaved therein; and therefore unde- 
© niably ſuppoſes their Fall, Guilt and Condem- 
© nation, and the Exhibition of Chriſt in our 
Nature, and the bringing in an everlaſting 
__ © Righteouſneſs by him tor them; and conſe- 
_ © quently, the effectual Application of this Lord 
Join and his Righteouſneſs ro them. And yer 
c this eternal Act in appointing the End, and 
the Means to the End, ſet them actually apart 
for this Glory, and this Glory for them, in 
Chriſt their Head. Thus eternal Juſtification, 
as a branch of this Election, is the Father's 
eternal Purpoſe, and Agreement with his Son, 
that the Elect ſhould he everlaſtingly righteous 
in his Sight, in the Righteouſneſs of this dear 
Son of his; in which Act he conſtituted: and 
ordained them ſo to be. Notwithſtanding, 
this was as firm an Ordination to the Means, 
which is: Chriſt's Righteouſneſs wrought our, 
© and applied by Faith to each of them; which 
does infallibly ſuppoſe their Fall in Adam, and 
ered. „ © coming 
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© coming under actual Condemnation by the juſt 
©: Sentence of a righteous. Law. However, this 
eternal Act was compleat in itſelf, as predeſti- 
c nating Chriſt's Righteouſneſs: only for them, 

and them only for Chriſt's Righteouſneſs: But 
c yet, as in the generical Act of Election who- 
c eyer ſeparates the Means from the End, and 
c- denies: ſuch ought to be effectually called in 
Time, overthrows the whole Doctrine of eter- 


TR nal Election: ſo, as to the ſpecifical Act of 


© eternal Juſtification, . whoever puts aſunder 
© what God has joined together, viz. the Means 
© and the End, and denies Chriſt's Righteouſneſs 
© to be imputed and effectually applied to Sin- 
ners, as Sinners, ignorantly overthrows the 
Doctrine of eternal Election and. Juſtification 
© which. he ſeems willing to eſtabliſn. And 
© whoever denies the Imputation of Adam's firſt 
fin to the elect Sinner, and the Law-Charge 
© of Sin upon him, for that Sin, and for his per- 
© ſonal Pollution and Tranſgreſſions; and con- 
© ſequently, his being put by the Law under an 
© actual Corſe, Condemnation and Execution. al- 
5 fo, in part, for thoſe Sins, overthrows the 
© Doctrine of actual Juſtification. in Time, by 
< Chriſt's imputed Righteouſneſs effectually ap- 
< /plied to him, the individual Sinner, and re- 
© ceived by Faith. And in overthrowing that, 
T effectually overthrows the Doctrine of eternal 
J Juſtiß cation, which he would ſo. ſtrenuouſly 
maintain. For the Sinner's Fall in Adam, his 
actual Condemnation in him, the Pollution of 
his Nature, his actual Tranſgreſſions flowin 
from thence, his being actually condemned in 
© his firſt Head and natural State for them all, 
© Chriſt's: pa ear wrought out for him, 
© imputed and applied to him, and received by 
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© his Faith, are but one compleat Mean to the 
great End of his being everlaſtingly juſtified 

© and faved in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. Now to 
deny this, is to overthrow and make void the 
© Ordination and Conſtitution of God in his 
© Purpoſe and Agreement afore Time, which I 
© take to be the whole of eternal Juſtification. 
© Now the Means and the End, and the Parti- 
© culars of the Means among themſelves, are 
© but one golden Chain; take out but one Link 
and the Chain falls in pieces. Truths, in their 
Connection and mutual Dependence on one an- 
© other, are thus nicely and delicately inter wo- 
„ven. This will evidently appear, by examin- 
ing the Particulars of this Connection: he that 
denies the elect Sinner being in a State of Na- 
© ture under actual Condemnation for Adam's 
Sin, and his own inherent and committed Ini- 
© quity, muſt conſequently deny the Imputation 
dor Charge of Sin in any. Senſe. He that de- 
nies the [mputation of Sin, denies the Impu- 
C. tation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs; he that de- 
© nies the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 
F muſt deny any Application of it to the elect 
Sinner, or any receiving it by Faith; and con- 
5 ſequently, any right Manifeſtation of God's 
5 juſtifying Sentence to the elect Sinner's Con- 
ſeience; and ſo no Juſtification 'or Salvation 
© for him in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. And, he 
that denies Juſtification and Salvation for him 
in Chriſt's Righteoufneſs, denies God's eternal 
Will, Compact and Conſtitution that it ſhould 
be ſo in Time, and overthrows God's eternal 
Act, ſetting apart the Elect alone to be Par- 
©'takers of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, and ſetting 
apart Chriſt's Righteouſneſs for the Elect only; 
© which'is the Subſtance of eternal Juſtification, 
in my Senſe of it. „ 


' 
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This Argument will be yet more illuſtrated 
© by examining this Chain of Particulars in the 
© poſitive Form. The Soul that is made to 

|  ©dlieve, and in meaſure feel, that by Na- 
© © ture, and as under the Law, he is under the“ 

© Tmputation of Adam's Sin, and under the 
Power of inherent original Pollution, can on- 
© ly in a right manner apprehend the Doctrine 
- © of imputed Righteouſneſs, and therefore only 
is qualified to ſee his Need of Chriſt's Righ- 
teouſneſs imputed freely to him; and *tis only 
ſuch an one can truly receive Chriſt's Righ- 
teouſneſs as freely imputed and applied: and 
© ?tjs he that thus receives Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
c neſs, can only receive God's Sentence of Juſ- 
6 tification to his own Soul and Conſcience (and 
© thus, by the way, Juſtification in Time is more 
c than a bare Manifeſtation of it to the Conſci- 
© ence) and 'tis he that thus rightly receives 
© God's juſtifying Sentence to his Conſcience, 
| © can only truly receive this Act as *twas in God 
© from Eternity, viz. his eternal Purpoſe, A- 
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greement and Conſtitution. C ie 
A © Herein appears the admirable Wiſdom and 
Prudence of God, in making known the eter- 
nal Myſtery of his Will to an elect Sinner, 
thro' and unto Faith in the Blood of Jeſus, 
which is the great Price of his Redemption. 
It appears hence, that they who rightly be- 
c lieve the Imputation of Adam's firſt Sin to the 
c elect Sinner; and his actual Condemnation, as 
* under the Law, for that and other his Tranſ- 
© greſſions, do only rightly eſtabliſn the Doctrine 
s of eternal Juſtification in the Senſe afore · men- 
tioned: becauſe they eſtabliſh the eternal Act, 
© in Reference to the End and all the Means. 
< Tis: for want of due Confideration of _ 
TY Ra. . 6 that 
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that good People err on this hand, and attri- 
_ ©-bute roo little to the miſerable Ruin the Fall 
of Adam has brought upon elect Sinners; and 
© conſequently too little to the Redemption of 
Chriſt Jeſus: and ſo our precious Lord loſes 
©:the Glory of his redeeming Love. From 
hence flows another Conſideration, which they 
do not alſo duly weigh; and that is, as hint- 
ed, that the ele& Sinner fallen ſtands at the 


& ſame time in relation to two common Heads; 


and conſequently, related to two Covenants at 
& one and the ſame time. Tho our gracious God 
b bleſſed the elect Number with all manner of 
© ſpiritual Bleſſings in heavenly Things in Chriſt 
© Jeſus, choſe them in him, predeſtinated them 
to the Adoption of Children, and made them 
accepted in the Beloved before the Foundation 
of the World, (ſee Dr. Goodwin on Eph. 1, 3, 
4, F» 6.) and conſequently, they had an eter- 
nal Relation to Him, their eternal Head; yet 
sas he willed in the Election to the Means, he 
accordingly executed his Will, and placed the 
© fame elect Number in Adam their common 
Head, that they might bear his Image, who 
vas the earthly Man, as wrapt up in his Loins, 
in his Uprightneſs; and conſequently, in his 
fallen, ſinful, and ruinous Eſtate, 1 Cor. xv. 4, 
46, 47, 48, 49. And then it follows, they fell 
in him, and ſinned with him, in his r Tranſ- 
greſſion, Rom. v. 12, 19. Now to bear his 
Image, implies a firm Relation to him as a 
common Head and Surety, by vertue of which 
we being at his Girdle, and run the ſame 
£ Riſque and Fate with him, as will appear here- 
after. Bearing his Image includes theſe Senſes, 
© 1/7, That the Ele& were alſo in his Loins, as 
Children in the Loins of a Parent. 2dly. *. 
15 . e 
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© he was a Coyenant- Head to them. 34h, In- : 
eyolv in his =_ ald Bad. 4%½%, In all 
© things viſtb} Uke him. 7 As (t.); Partakers with 
© him of his firſt Sin, Rom v. 12. the laſt Clayſe 
c hich our T ranſlators render for 1 that all gave 
& fnhed, Dr. Goblin tranſlates more aptly thus, 
Cid", in whom al have finned; there pra Sin- 
ners by Impntation, becauſe Adam's firſt Sin 
tis imputed to them. (2). 'Partakers with. him 
© in his Condemnation. So Rom. v. 12. By ons 
Man Sin entered into the World, 1. e. in its 
«Guilt upon all Adam's Race, ſo explain d, 
OF: 16. for the Juugment Was by one 10 Condem- 
„ verion. This is confirm'd by That ir Heb. ix, 27. 
I if appointed; ir is 4 Statute-Law of Heaven, 
< recorded, ſays Dr. Goodwin on rhe Place, for 
< Man dine Yo' die.” © This Stature-Law of Hea- 
© yen, to which this Place alludes, we never read 
of in the Oli Teftament, but in that paſſed. on 
6 Adam as but common Head, In the Day thou 
© eateft thereof thou ſhalt farely die, as-you. well 
& remark upon the Place.” (3.) Executed with 
bim in his Execution: to 16% by um, and with 
„Him, all original Righteouſneſß, to have dur 
. Whole Nature depraved, as an hotrid Fountain, 
© ſending forth all ſinful Thoughts, Words and 
© Deeds: As the Apoſtle Wy argues from that 
© Rom:v.12. Wherifore 28 an Sin enter- 
©ed into the 22 and Drath by Sis, and. ſo 
© Death paſſed upon all Men. Beat roi and 
© temporal, as the Execution in art of. the Sen- 
© tence of the righteous Law. - This be repeats, 
4. 17. if thro' the Offence of em many be dead. 
© And again, V. 17. for if by ons Man's Offente 
© Death reigned by one. And explains V. 1 
© for as by one Man's Diſobedience many were made 
© Sinners. So that this Death was a TY — 
| «4 Tit 
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© ritual in part, conſiſting in the Loſs of Righte- 
© ouſneſs, and Pravity of Nature: For it is op- 
© pos'd here all along to ſpiritual Life and Holi 
© neſs. By the Way we ſec here the Execution 

* is real and actual; fallen Man is tainted with 
6 @ real and actual inherent Pollution, as the 
© Brother acknowledges, then the Sentence of 
6 Condemnation muſt be real and actual; fora real 

Execution cannot proceed from a feigned Con- 

demnation. It is farther to be noted, that this fin» 
ful, ruinous, miſerable Image of the firſt Adam, 

* the Elect themſelves muſt firſt bear altogether 
till converted, and then they begin to bear the 
© Image of the heavenly Adam, by vertue of their 

© eternal Election in him, and Relation to him. 
| © This is God's Ordination, as appears from 1 Cor. 
_ © xv. 47. Howbeit that is not firſt which is ſpiri- 
© tual; but that which'is natural, and afterward 
£ that aobich is 9 compared with ver. 49. 
As due have born the Image of the Earthly, ue 
all alſo bear the Image of the Heavenly. Whit 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks here as true of the Body, is 
ag true of the Soul. And he does affure us, that 
the Souls and Bodies of the Elect in their Ot - 
der, are at firſt altogether like the firſt Adam, 

s afore the Bleſſings of eternal Election take Place 

on them. The Sum of the whole to me ap- 
“ pears to be this 3 that the Elec were really unit · 
ed to the firſt Auam, fell in him, and became 
really and actually like him in Sin, Condemnati- 
on, Execution, Ruin and Miſery. Whence 
for a further Confirmation does ariſe this Ar- 


„ parent" that though by vertue of the eternal 


© Eleftion, and eonſequently the Relation and 
Union of the choſen ones to Chriſt, as their 
— 4 everlaſting [ Head: and ; Surety „ they were in 
kim and wich him Parties in the eternal Cove - 
S el G s nant 3 


90 Mr. Davis's: Anſwer:to. Mr. Beat; 
- *-Nant's yet chis hindered not their being ant⸗ 
a * ed; actually firſt; in the firſt Auam, and being 
under the ſame Law, and upon the ſame Co- 
d venant- bottom with b z becauſe the eternal 
Covenant did, by an eternal mutual Word and 
„ Oath, ſix this as the grand Means to the grand 
End. And therefore, the Scriptures of Truth 
< aſſert. it plainly, that, the Elect being united in 
e Union to the firſt Adam, they are 
3 Is Law as much as he, being their 
Marriage Law and Covenants: called the Law 
| 5 of. the firſt Husband. Rom. vii. 15--4; The 
< Apoſtle ſays expreſſy they are under this Law, 
diz the Covenant of Works. I hath. a Do- 
minen over them as long as they live altogether 
In ibe fir Adam, and bear his Image, ver. 1. 
£ « They are really and atzually bound by this Law, 
| ver. 2, 3. Aud there is no actuallnor real Free- 
dom from it but hy Chriſt, and Marriage Union 
TH Him, ver. :35 4. And really if Adam had 
aſtdod, they would in him, and with him have 85 
all bleſſed with Bleſſings according to the | 
enor fe this Law. uk this. was not, to be, 
60 (becauſe. their everlaſting; Father, bad provided 
Siberter:things for 1 and therefore Adam 
| -<:falling, by. VE tue of Mar riage Union; to him, 
and the Law-of,;this: Husbagd,' they ſinned! M1 
2 His first, Sin Was really aud. actually j rl 
puted to them all, as has bæem proved from-the | 
8 and actual dreadful Effects thereof, inhe- 
arent original Pollution.) *Ande; 0 1 2 
cgactually under the fame; violated Law inchim, 
c and with him, they) aner Wo actually 
+64 charged equally: with, bim for 1 251 
and alſo for &heir, e 15 all 
© their actual Tranſgteſſions! Ihe, &poſtle un- 
+ cry ag W 1 1 He 
t 0 ay cs 
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© ſhews there; that all are under Sin, and none 
c righteous, and all gone out of the Way; the Elett 


7 as well as others. The Law equally charges 


call that are under it alike, © Now' we#now what 


& Things ſotver the Jar ee, it ſairh to them that 


are under it, ver. 19. Now the Elect afore Con- 

verſion are under the ſame Law with others, and 

0 e the Apoſtles Argument under the fame” 
arge ofthe Law. (2) Being the Ele& are un- 


q © 46 0 che ſame Law, and under the ſame Charge, 


they are actually and really under the ſame Guilt 
e with! others. Ver. 19. Hat every Mouth, the 
Mouth of the elect Sinner himſelf, by vertue 
of any Plea, ſhort of Chriſt's s Redemption, 


« may be Popped, aul all the World. Elect Sin- 


ners in an unconverted State, as well as others, 
may become guilty before God. 43.) They 
. being under the ſame actual re Gail, mult 


+ come under the ſame Condemnation, and con- 0 


20 ſequently Executior in part, as has beenprov- 
c ed. I add, Execution in part; becauſe the elect 
Sinner, afore effebtual calling, is ſecured from 


c eternal Wrath, and alſo from abidin 2 | 
c 


* Law, and its: Curſe till Death, & 
'* tion and the Redemption of Chrilt Jelus;>5By 
c the Way, let me om this Portion of Scripture 
note this; that the Apoſtle chiefly means the 


select Sinner to be under this heavy Char — 


© the Law; becauſe he means ſuch as are 


« juſtified by Grace, through-the Redemption ras 


is in Cbriſt Jeſus, ver: 23; 24. Hence"ir is; 


2 char though it be a Ae e ry, Jet yet it is a c 
x y be at the 


rear. Truth, that the El 
c Fi ame time truly related, and in the ſame Senſe 
united to Chriſt in their Election, 75 t by ver: 
tue of their Union to their fallen Head, may 
- be ſaid to lie in that wicked one really and ac- 

© tually, rill wanted to Chriſt in a Marriage- 
| uy 2 __ © Vaion 


5 7 
ba 
22 
42 
3.4 
— 
<ITH 
. 
1 
* 1 
777 
+ 
4 


o2. Mr. Davis's Anſwer'to Mr. Beart. 
© Univn by Faith. And that they may at the: 
ame time be ſo far diſcharged in che eternal“ 
Covenant in God's Sight, as that he ſhould- 
© look upon chem his Peaple and Children; his- 
5 Son's Members and Sheep; and yet then be 
| actually curſed and condemned by the Sentence 
© of the righteous Law they are under. Henee 
© © it is, that though the Scriptures ſay the eho- 
| 6 ſen of God were bltiſed and accepted-in cho 
beloved from all Eternity in their eternal Pre- 
AHeſtination, and therefore as mere Elect afore 
Converſion named People, and Children of 
God, Members and Sheep of Chriſt, Veſſels 
© of Mercy and Honour; yet ſome at the ſame 
© time are by Age, e aof Truth called 
Sinners, Ungodly, Enemies in their Minde 
© through wicked Works, Children of Wrath; 
without Chriſt, and Athciſts in the World; 
© and therefore actually condemned and pro- 
© nounced. accurſed. The former is true of 
6 them, becauſe God ſays fo z and the latter is 
© true of them at one and the ſame time, though 
6 not in the fame Reſpect; becauſe God fays 10. 
© It is 4 Truth they arc juſtified before Faith; 
© beeaule God makes it to be ſo; and it i a 
Truth they rai rage when they believe; 
6 becauſe. God makes it, and declares it to he 
© ſo; and therefore great s the Myſtery of the 
© Goſpel. It is a Truth, they are really juſtißed 
in Eternity in God's Sight and Aceoumt, ho 
| they were, and to. whoſe View all things he 
c wills, whether paſt, preſent, or to come, are 
„always preſent, and are as real in the divine 
Mind as when; they. exiſt. to us; and it is as 
great à Truth they are not juſtified, but oon 
5 demned afore they. have a SG M2 aſt 
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©. they have a Being, till they believe; but it is 
not in the (me Manner and Reſpect, and 
therefore theſe two Truths are not contradics 

6. cory. Though they were juſtified in God's 
* ſight in Eternity, yet really condemned in 
„ Hdam, till the Lighteouſnels 8 of Chrift was 


actually wrought our, and this and that clect 
Sinner under real Condemnation, rilLit appears 


„ to be otherwiſe, by his receiving Chriſt's 
6 Righteouſneſs by Fact. His a&tual Juſtifica- 
S tion does not exiſt, er the Ri = 
<..ouſnets of his Son, and he receives it; 


© much as according to the detlared Will. of 


God in his Word, things are then ſo to this 
e and that Sinner when they a to be ſo. 


© Though an ele& Sinner is loved from Et 


c pet God's Love does not exiſt u bim, till 2 | 


makes Demonſtrations of it in Chriſt to him, 
more or lefs, in the ways of his own 
Appointment. And therefore thus muſt thoſe 
<:Seriprures' be reconciled. An elect Ds 
_ ©. unregenerate, is really a Child of God, in 

reſpect of the eternal Decree and Covenant: 
God has made him fo to himfelf ; but at the 


c ſame time he is really and truly à Child of 


With, in reſpect of himſelf, l u e 


'© Beings, till reſcued thence by the f 


+ of he Blood of Jeſus. | 
To deny the Impuration of Adam's firtt Sin, 
a and the actual Condemnation of the elect Sinner 
by the Law he is under, is to make void the Goſ- 
4 of Grace. And this I am afraid that Brother 
es not rightly conſider. The Foundation of 


the Goſpel of Grace is God's eternal Election 


_ and Aeceptation of a certain Number in Chriſt 
_ ©: their eternal Head. But he fore - determined 
25 r theſe ſhould be fuſfer'd to fall, * 2 ble 

erable 
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C iſerable in the firſt Adaiu, that by the Interven- 
4 tion of Chriſt and his. Underrakings they 
ſhould be juſtified, fanftified; and at laſt glo- 
L rificd. Now, if there be no ręal Imputation 
©: of. Sin, there is no need of a real Imputation 
of Righteouſneſs. Then Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
© neſs is but a Fancy, and Imputation of Righte- 
g ouſneſs but a mere Dream; and ſo no Sin- 
d ner can be really invited to apply God's juſti- 
: _ <:fying:Scarence to himſelf, in appearing alone 
| (iin Chriilt's::Rjghreouſnels. | This therefore 
| KLcclouds the Glory of the, Goſpel: as revealing” 
* $:Chriff s. Righteouſneſs, leſſens his Redemption, 
. ti makes little of the Grace. of Conyverſion, ant 
clouds the Grace of, God divers Ways. It 
was God's eternal Will and Pleaſure that his 
$:iGrace ſhould be glorified in the Goſpel, in the 
$rExaltation: of, Chriſt and his Redemption, in 
_ & the. way of re ee, conyerting, juſtiſy-⸗ 
Sung and: cnftifjing elect Sinners, and that by 
£:tho Goſpel ; therefore to leſſen Man's Miſery 
i bythe Fall, is to leſſen the great things. of the 
<::Goſpel.' I underſtand by your Letter, that 
Brother is a Preacher: Now I would ask of 
him how he preaches Chriſt, and his Grace 
to the chiefeſt of Sinners as ſuch ?, Does he 
e not ſhew them the Need they have of ſuch a 
Righteouſneſs as Chriſt's, becauſe they are 
£:condemned, guilty, miſerable Sinners, and really 
20 and actually ſo? And they are under an abſolute 
Neceſſiiy of really and actually putting on 
ec this ſuitable Righteouſneſs. I cannot but think 
1% the Brother is ſound in the T ruth, though 
may be he oannot utter his own Conception 
_ 7$-ra)yaur.: Apprehenfions, nor apprehend. your 
way of. uttering the ſame Truths. But like 
enough he and the Church may hold: 
Het: 2h | f fame 
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© fame Truths, and differ only. in the Form of. 
« exprefling. The Experience of his Conver- 

_ © fion, and of his daily living by Faith, neceſ-- 
© '{itate him ro hold the ſame Truths with the 
Church. He knows he came at firſt as a mi- 
© ſerable, guilty, condemned Sinner to Chriſt 
© for his Righteouſneſs. ' The Senſe of his ac- 
© tual Guilt compell'd him, the Apprehenſion 
© of the Suitableneſs of the Blood of Chriſt to 


© his guilty 'condemn'd Soul, becauſe infinitexyx 4 
© full and free, firſt allur'd him to obey God's 1 
Command of receiving this Righteouſneſs to ! 


© himſelf. Nay, every Day he ſets witneſs; to 

© this Truth; for though he may know he is 

completely juſtified, he knows all of the old b 

Adam in him is under actual Condemnation J 
© now (then to be ſure it was fo before Conver- 
©. fton, when he had nothing bur the old Aan 
nin him) and therefore he ſtill comes as a guilty 
© Sinner. in himſelf, to receive Chriſt and his 

Righteouſneſs ſtill for himſelf, and dares come 


to God as righteous only in Chriſt's Right- l 
eouſneſs; and therefore conſents: with. the in- 1 
ward Man to this Truth, that the Elect, in. re- 3 
c lation to the firſt Adam, are wrapt up in Guilt = 
and Condemnation, from which they are freed 8 
alone, by receiving to themſelves the Right- : 
.<*equſneſs:of another. - ©. ef ined apt x 
As to what our Brother ſeem'd to aſſert, that 1 


Faith was only a Manifeſtation of our being þ 
-< juſtified from Eternity, I judge, according to i 
„my Thoughts of eternal Juſtification, he mi. 
takes in ſeveral things. (1;) Manifeſtation is I 
- ©,God's Act, but Faith is our Act, which re- 3 
1 ceives God's Declaration or: Manifeſtation, I 
which is all one. (2.) Herein alſo he ſeems 
to ſeparate the Means and the End; for though 


94 Mr. Davis's Anſwer to Mr. Beart. 
<:{erable in the firſt Adain, that by the Interven- 
tion of Chriſt and his Undertakings they 
ſhould be juſtiſied, fanftified; and at laſt glo- 

L rified. Now, if there be no real Imputation 

of Sin, there is no need of a real Imputation 

of Righteouſneſs. Then Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
© neſs is but a Fancy, and Imputation of Righte- 

d ouſneſs but a mere Dream; and ſo no Sin- 

£ ner can þe really invited to apply God's juſti- 

fying Sentence to himſelf, in appearing alone 
clouds the Glory of the. Goſpel as revealing”. 

5:Chrilf'sRighteoutheſs, leſſens his Redemption, 
ti makes little 'of the Grace. of Conyer ſion, and 
clouds the Grace: of God divers Ways. It 
$; was: God's eternal Will and Pleaſure that his 
$:iGrace-ſhould be glorified in the Goſpel, in the 

A Exaltation of., Chriſt and his Redemption, in 

_ & the. way of regenerating, conyerting, juſtify- 

_ $:4rig and: coding. elect Sinners, and: that by 

£:tho Goſpel; therefore to leſſen Man's Miſery 

i by the Fall, is to leſſen the great things. of the 

4 Goſpel. I underſtand by your Letter, that 
Brother is a Preacher: Now :I would ask of 
him how he preaches Chriſt, and his Grace 
to the chiefeſt of Sinners as ſuch ? Does he 
not ſhew them the Need they have of ſuch a 
© Righteouſneſs as Chriſt's, becauſe they are 
,£:condemned, guilty, miſerable Sinners, and really 

z and actually ſo? And they are under an abſolute 

Neceſſity of really and actually putting on 
de this ſuitable Righteouſneſs. I cannot but think 

16 the; Brother is ſound in the Truth, though 
may be he cannot. utter his on Conception 
your, Apprehenſions, nor apprehend your 
way of. uttering the ſame Truths. But like 
enough he and the Church may hold 2 — 
e — © lame 


— — 
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© fame Truths, and differ only: in the Form of 
« exprefling. The Experience: of his Conver- 
© ſton, and of his daily living by Faith, neceſ-- 
© 'ſitate him to hold the ſame Truths with the 
Church. He knows he came at firſt as a mi- 
© ſerable, guilty, condemned Sinner to Chriſt 
© for his Righteouſneſs. ' The Senſe of; his ac- 
© tual Guilt - compell'd him, the Apprehenfion 
of the Suitableneſs of the Blood of Chriſt to 
his guilty condemn'd Soul, becauſe infinitely 
“ full and free, firſt allur'd him to obey God's 
Command of receiving this Righteouſneſs to 
© himſelf. Nay, every Day he ſets witneſs to 
this Truth; for though he may know he is 
© completely juſtified, he knows all of the old 
Adam in him is under actual Condemnation 
now (then to be ſure it was fo before Conver- 
ſion, when he had nothing but the old Adam 
in him) and therefore he ſtill comes as a guilty 
Sinner in himſelf, to receive Chriſt. and his 
-<©-Righteouſneſs ſtill for himſelf, and dares come 
to God as righteous only in Chriſt's Right- 
eouſneſs; and therefore conſents: with the in- 
ward Man to this Truth, that the Elect, in re- 
& lation to the firſt Adam, are wrapt up in Guilt 
and Condemnation, from which they are freed 
alone, by receiving to themſelves the Right- 
e eduſneſs of another. . ne ens 
As to what our Brother ſeem'd to aſſert, that 


my 5 92k of eternal Juſtification, he miſ- 
eyeral things. (I.) Manifeſtation is 


- & + = 


which is all one. (2.) Herein alſo he ſeems 
to ſeparate the Means and the End; for then h 
„„ | e 


* 


56 A, Davis r Anſavun to Mr. Beart- 
the ultimate Manifeſtation of God to, in, and 
hy our Faith, is to make known unto the elect 
Sinner the Myſtery of his Will, according to 
his good Pleaſure, i which he hath in 
8 himſelf;- and the very end of the May i 7. 
declare the Wiſdom of God in à My 
even the hidden Wiſdom which God . — 2 
c before the World unto our Glory, to ſhew 
_ &thaterernalLifo which was with the Father; yet 
0 Fame come at the Maniſeſtation of _- 
1c the Boul "gppoi pointed Means, and by 
1 (1) Faith muſt take "hs 
«Di 'of Man's Sin, Quilt and Miſery, in 
6 natural State, and the ſuitable Remedy iba 
; galley; Gnhy, enrble Godly for th-poor 
gui 5 i 3 o that t or 
— Soul may come to {ce Chrift — 
utely needful for himſelf immediately. (a.) 
Faith muſt take in the Manifeſtation of 'God's 
Will and Pleaſure to this Soul; which is imi- 
t mediately to receive this Jeſus and his Righte- 
oufneſs as freely then offer d in the Goſpel in- 
<:definitely to Sinners as ſuch, And this a Soul 
may do, and be really pronounced juſtified, ac- 
* cn eo the great Charter of the Goſpel, 
ly it does not then take in the Maniſeſta- 
ee of its preſent Juſtification, muck leſs of 
© jts eternal Juſtification. (30 A Soul by Faith 
ns obey the Command br, God in the Goſ- 
pe, vz, to come alone in Chriſt and his 
Rip neſt, renouneing his own. ighteouſ- 
nei to God for Juſtification.” (40 By Faith 
the Soul is to reteive God's pr mijaſtifying | 
gengence tu itſelf, in pronbuneiug it en 
-< righteous, in the Righteouſneſs it brings and 
4 pfeads, and then infer, that this Sentence now 
5 rohen i che ä was that 3 
was 
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Was pronounced on him in Chriſt his Surety, 
when Chriſt aroſe again from the Dead; and 
©, conceiv'd in the Mind of God towards him 

c from Eternity; and paſſed then into a federal 

£ Agrecwent between the Father and the Son. 

Which is, I ſuppoſe, what our Brother means 

1 by a Manifeſtation of. his being <xernally Ja- 

8 ſtified. 

© Now, by. this it appears that Faith irſe{fcis 
Ea the Manifeſtation, but an obediential re- 


zin ol God's Maniſfeſtation. And it does 


c not only. receive the Manifeſtation of God's 
. Helle electing and accepting t the Perſon in a 
| 5 b eſſed. Head, but it does receive the Revell- 
tion of Cbriſt and our ſelves, and the way 29 
. BE Ti and in him, and alſo the 
Fa talen of God's preſent Act of julffyigg ys 
in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, afore we can receive 
* right. what. Was done in Etetnity concernitig 
. I do hope our Brother daily knows ex- 
LE „ perimevially, chat he comes as à periſhing Sin- 
ener to. Chriſt; and his Righteoufneſs, in evety 
Prayer. to. 0d for preſent Pardon an Juſtiff- 
5 earion; and when he is helped to receive this 
6 . Declaration, he then can reflect with 


# *; Comfort upon the eternal Thoughts of God 


Faxher towards | bim. And if he witneſſes 
| <a is. Experience. to the Church, they may 
certain Feh holds Faith to be ſomewhat Site be- 
2 the. Manifeſtation. of his being eternally 
"6 uſtified , however he may. expreſs himſelf. 


Thus have deliver'd. you my Judgment with 


or all — Plaingeſs and Sincerity I can; and hall 

ebe glad. if the Lord bleſſes it to reconeile your 

Ss of una therefore L hope I. ſhall not 

ehe LABOR: to ee, it with. my Prayers. E 
45 Il, & 


c. 
"Thus 


* * 
— * 1 
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| IP Ir Dale js Conſent with the ined: 


* 2 . 44 1 Aeg 
+, © Thus, .we. ha e the Jude ment of Mr. Davis 


upon the Mikepicyen of the Elect by Nature, 
1 50 en by Grace; how under the 
3, how in God's Decree and Co- 


2 in . See |, and how by the Spirit's mighty 


Tagen: in. or by ith 45 cquitted, delivered at 
lg and with as much Plaintiels aS any intelli- 
t impartial Perſon can deſiree 


Now, wht is there in all this that muſt be 


od incon ſtent With ſound Doctrine? What 
. e ert Fe very able and eminent Ser- 


55 Nl af. kriſtin the Churches had not with all 


0 N before? And upon impartial 
| onto | it will appear, that he deliver d 
1 Fi in this Affair i in lower Terms; than many 
te rhoſe, juſtly eſkeem'd ſome of the greateſt 
Ls Bret 10, the "Chrittian. World, had done! It js 
Well. knowp, ha dw the great Pemblz of Cambridge, 
yd that as the Mouth of the Orthodox in that 
19 55 Notice of a two-fold uſtification. 


Ys 
ey. In foro Diuino, in God's Sight; * "And 


L (th be, Keri before al dur SanRtficay 


55 n for even whillt the Elect are unconvert- 
F 1655 they are then actually juſtified and freed | 
From all Sin. by the Death of Chriſt,. and Gad 
LN 47A eſteems of 1 them as free, and having accepted 
of 4 that atisfaCtion, is actually reconciled to 
r thew, By this Juſtif̃cation w ate freed fro 
© the. Gülle of our Sins, and becauſe that is done 
. away, God. in due time proceeds to give us the 


Grace of Sanctification, to free us from Sin's 


orruption ill inherent in our Perſons. 

2 65 . fer eee z in out own Senſe, 
oh; ns (R is but the Revelation and certain De- 
"< e of God's former ſecret Act of accepr- 
Chriſt's We ee to our Juſtificati- 


orks, pa The Great 
© n Twiſt, ; 


Mr. Davis in Conſent with the Learned. 99 
wiſe, Prolocutor to the Aſſembly of Diviries, 


delivers himſelf frequently to the ſame Purpoſe; 
J. ind. Era. Lib. 1. Part 2. pag. 197. De Ele. 


Lib. 1. Part 2. pag. 194. Maccovius, Ameſius, 


and many mere. I might make uſe of the ſame 


end; but is it not ſtrange that what ſhould be 
approv'd of in thoſe bright Servants of Chriſt 
ſhould-be condemn'd in Mr. Davis / only it was 


his Lot to bear his Teſtimony unto God's ever- 


laſting Love to the Elect, and unto Chriſt's Me- 


diation as; ſufficient and complete on their be- 
half, and unto the free and effectual Operations 
of the holy Spirit, as Sanctifier and Comforter 
of the Church, in a Day when a prevailing Set 
of Men were, with enticing Words, overturn- 
ing ancient Truths, and introducing a new per- 
nicious Doctrine, which indeed contain'd nei- 
ther Law nor Goſpel ; but has ſince then ſuffi- 
Ciently diſcover'd itſelf in a violent Oppoſition 


unto both, and according to its natural Conſe- 


quences, in the more ripe Inſtances thereof, has 
ilſu'd in a Denial of the divine Nature of ' our. 
Vord Jeſus. But as to Mr. Davis, I am very 
certain he never deliver'd himſelf in Terms of a 
higher Tendency than what the godly and learn- 
1669. That I confeſs. which, the Method; of the 
Goſpel leads unto is that Abſolution, Acguitment, 
or the Pardon of Sin is the Foundation of the: 
Communication of all ſaving Grace unto the Soul, 
and ſo precedeth all Grace in ihe Sinner whatever. 


I defire that all God's dear Servants may in all | 


- their Labours .confiftentl) obſerve that Method 
of the eee Titles they 
aſſume; or whatever Denomination they paſs un- 
der, the moſt ſpiritual in Cbriſt's Flock will 
ſeruple to call them Preachers of the Goſpe. 
IT co 5:6 , Ro 
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Fe their Hands weaken 


10 Mr. Davis fenay in the Faith. 
1 ſhall only ſay, chat according to the beſt 
Judgment 1 can form of Mr. Davis's Sentiments, 
and of holy Dr. Googwin's Writings, Mr. Davis 
fell ims the ſame Thoughts with the Dockor; in 
_ moſt; if nor all nm but eſpecially in ehe At. 

fait of Juſtification from Eternity; and at the 
Death 00 Reſurrection of Chriſt, E. by Faith, 
Vvherrof the Doctor often ſpeaks. diſtinctly, par- 
_ ticularly, in the fourth Volu me of his Work 
7. ter, 106, 17. 

Indeed Mr. Davis was ava katried ot 
with holy Zeal to oppoſe all Declenſions tov 
wards acre Gotpel, than that which has been 
deliver d to us by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. Thar 
fictitious vew Law impos'd upon the Churches 

Men of corrupt Minds in the room of the 
in Goſpel the Lord brought his Churches 
Fith into at the Reformation, he thought it His | 
Duty ro ippear againſt. He did not queſtion 
but one Step towards Error made Way for an- 
other; therefore he j 301 it his Bulitieſs ts 
ſtand faſt in the Lord. He knew very well how 
Amiralius, as great i Wit as he was, did hut 
create the preare(t Confuſion and Diſorder attiong 
the Churches by going a middle Way between = 
- the Churches of France and the Hrminians; the 
Minds of the Feeble in the Faith cleuded, and 
d. the Succeſs of the 'Gob- 
pe hindred, and he bimſalf- put, in the Judgment 
cf all Men, among the Afminiam, or at Seat, 
us one of them ſaid, not far from *rh6ir King> 
dom; and he knew very well that Grorius, Epi/* 
chpiur, and others of preat Name, in going u 
middle Way to aecommodzte with the Jona, 
— attended with a like Succeſs: And I mow 
be knew very well that it was his Duty 
wal in the Truth as it is th Joſus, though, al 


7 ha | 5 5 
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the World ſhould be ſuffrr'd to reproach him 
aries cn 3 Be 
In ſhort, Mr. Davis was a, Man that beliey'd 
as all true Proteſtants have hitherto taught, that 


- what Chrift did and fuffer* for Singers, he did 


#8 a common Perſon, as # Head and Repreſen« 
tative of the Ele&, and a Surety for them; that 
Chriſt, as their Head and Surety, fulfill'd the 


Law of Works in their ſtead; that Chriſt, by 


bearin 


| from the Curſe, and by obeying the Precef 
purchaſed for them Lib which the La 3 * 
promis'd, and by the Supereminency of his Obe- 


dience, Additions of Bleſſedneſs to that Life; 


that this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, whereby he 
fulfilled the Law, is imputed to Believers for 
their Juſtification, i. e. for that Righteouſneſs 


God grants chem Pardon of Sin, and à firm Gift 
or Grant of eternal Life; that this Righteouſ- 


neſs of Chtiſt is that alone which we muſt op- 
poſe to the Wrath of God, by which we muſt 
ſtand before him in Judgment, for which alone 
Heaven is given, and all Things neceſſary to 
bring us thither; that by this Righteouſneſs im- 


puted Believers are perfectly juſtified, i, e. freed - 


from afl the Curſe of the Law, and certainly 
entitled to eternal Life; that by their Obedi- 
ence Believers ſerve God, and are fitted for Hea- 
ven, and their Afflictions are paternal Correcti- 
61 n and to purge them, but 
not inflièxed as Effects of the Curſe ; that we are 
made Partakers of Chriſt's: Righteouſneſs, and 
the Benefits thereof by Faith, and that Faith is 
a truſting in the Promiſe of Life, for the ſake. of 
Chriſt's &; gzhrebuſneſs; chat Juſtification is the 


Aeceptance of 'a Sinner with God, 2s. righteous 
through the Righteouſneſs of ee to 


* Curſe of the Law, deliver d Man 
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x02 The Holineſs and powerful 
Him whereby he hath a full Right to eternal 
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. Having thus given a faithful Relation of Mr. 
Davis's Judgment, I proceed to an impartial Ac» 
9 i 5p) 6% Aenne aa tiie iff = L £452 
count of his Practice, that all who pleaſe to read 
may ſee what ſort of a Perſon he was, who was 
almoſt every where ſpoken/againſt, ot 
Ic is certain, that if Perſons in Works = 


* 


God, though they confefs him with the Mouth 
with all the Clearneſs and Confidence, they are 
to be numbered among the Wicked, unto whom 
God ſays, N hat have you to do to take my Cove- 
want. in your Mouth ? The Vile, the Vain, the 
Worldly, the Proud, the Selfiſh and the Haugh- 
ty, whatever they pretend, preach not Chriſt 
bur , themſelves... What Thoughts fuch may 
have of appearing. before the awful Tribunal of 
Chriſt, whoſe Name they ſo frequently and baſely 
take in vain, I ſhall not determine; but God 
has determin'd already that they ſhall nor be held 
guiltleſs there. It makes no Difference what 
Denominarions they pals under at preſent, they 
all then be call'd by their 'own Names, and 
ſhall go into their own Place. The Thought is 
awful but true ; that without Holineſs no Han 
As it is and will be Matter of Grief unto, all 
thoſe who are powerfully Godly, that there are 
fo many who make their boaſt of the Law, who 
yet conſtantly diſhonour God by breaking it; 
þ ic is encouraging on the other hand to ſee any 
that delight in the Law of God, walk accord- 
ing thercunto, rejoice in Chtriſt Jeſus, and in 
Meckneſs give the Glory of all their Obedience 
and Salvation unto God. Such Perſons are 
Plants of the Lord's Fluss, which ſhall not 
be rooted up; they are uſeful among Men, and 
„„ bring 


Glory to God. Such was Mr. Davis : Holineſs 
unto the Lord was viſible upon the whole of his 
Converſation. He ſtill breath'd ,, wee De- 
grees of Conformity to Chriſt, and Communion 
with him; and his profiting therein ' appear'd 
unto all who really knew him. He was a Man 
of God indeed; a burning and a ſnining Light, 
who faithfully in Principle and Practice held 
forth the Word of Truth, though a crooked 
and perverſe Generation lik d him the worſe for 
it. The Fear of God was always before his 
Eyes; and the Law of Truth ſhin'd in every 
Turn of his Life, even to a Demonſtration of 
a powerful Impreſſion thereof upon his Heart, 
ſo that the Lord made manifeſt the Savour of his f 
Knowledge by him in every Place. And indeed i 
7 no Perſon in City or Country thought otherwiſe 
oOf him, but ſuch as were not willing to know 
him. But more particular, 
i His Doctrine declar'd what a Lover of Holi- 
neſs he was: For all who heard it, without Pre- 
judice, could no leſs than acknowledge that Ho- 
: lines to the Lord, was the Scope of all his La- | 
bours; and that every Duty was preach'd -by 
him, in its proper Place and Order. He kept b 
nothing back, but declat'd the whole Counſel 
of God. He did not ſtudy to pleaſe Men in the 
Work of the Lord, but conſtantly ſtudied to 
ſhew himſelf approved unto God, a Workman 
that had no need to be aſham'd; rightly dividing 
the Word of Truth. The miſerable, loſt, and 
undone Condition of unoconverted Sinners, he . 
did always with the greateſt Faithſulneſs declare; | 
The Nature and! Neceſſity of Converſion to 
God through: Chriſt, he abundantly inſiſted up- 
on: Faith in Chriſt, and Repentangg/itowands 
Soc, togethet with all the Duties thereunto be- 
„%% ee oo longing, 


rere 


0 The ase 


Jougiog, be delighted in an evangelical anne 
40 treat al. He knew indeed that wirhout Faith 
it as impoſſible to pleaſe! Gad; and therefqte 
i order to fe proſe choſe under his Care erſt 
in Chriſt Jeſus, haghonght ir his Duty ne dxs 
much upon che Faith of Godis Elec, n its Ng 


ture, — and es ca the W 
and ten Die . 2 ah 
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Proper Hlaees, e nu, urgid, S . 
. zeheonrapſd-: So that we ma ſay of him that he 
dil in Doctrine ſhew . Lncorru neſs; s nn, 
anf Singer... 
en Church Dicciphoe he was a Ready Fel- 
lower of thoſe Rules which: taught him hom he 
would behave chimſelf in the Churer -of tlie 
bing God. No Perſons: were admitted to che 
Joris Tuble, but ſuch as made it) manifeſt in 
the Qhurch that :chey were ſaund in the Faith, 
ad, ſperial Acquaintance with the Work ofthe | 
Holy. Spirit in Regentration, and ccd ſakisf 
Dane -oy godly ;Perfons 'acqudiniad; 
-Shetn,1thatitheirnWalk was: lacks became the 
opel in 8 Converſatian. Fheniamong 
the Members of rhe Churebh, no Sin but WẽWHar 
rollt under juſt and regular Reproeß. The N 
* — — his: Howſe ſo ;confei 3 
eving, ws mari? —— eb" Bard 
— — off. Raui, and turned 
heir holy a — aw Rulds af hriſt 
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Omigtor In of Nor without. Notice r Re 

ogy were, called 80 on leſt any ſhoul fa be 10 0 
by the Deceitfülneſs of Sin. In this Work, 
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Da 4 the Lond 189, before 

155 5 n Be 25 with Evangel elical: Gift: 
| Mk 5 a he oly, Büthble Readineſs to Gee hoſe 
Gifis for the Good of others, he never laid ail 5 
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verlas. Luther, Tom. 2. p. 554, Mr. Davis's 
Heart was far promoting real and powerful Re- 
ligion, in all with whom he conyers'd, and there- 
fore no wonder he ſhould be againſt any Per- 
ſon's hiding the proper Talent God had graci- 
Sully lent; becauſe he firmly believed the Pehgn 
of every Gift from Chriſt to be the Edification 
of the Saints in Faith and Holineſs, and that the 
more any Gift is in a regular Way, and in a be- 
coming Spirit, uſed for that End, the more it 
ſhall ill be atrended with Improvement, and 
Uſefulneſs. To him that hath, it ſhall be given. 
As Mr. Davis was conſtantly concern'd to pro- 
mote. all powerful Godlineſs in others, ſo in his 
own Practice, from firft to laſt, | he gave a pre- 
cious Example thereof. He was indeed a Pat- 
tern of good Works, and chearfully embraced 
every Duty he called others to. He was not 
like thoſe who laid heavy Burdens upon Men, 
ch e get with their aws Fingers: 
but his Shoulders were under the Yoke of Chriſt, 
and unto him the Commands of his Saviour 
were not grievous; but in every Capacity and Re- 
lation he always diſcover'd ready and chearful 
— oo 
As a, Paſtor, he diligently and unweariedly 
complied with the Command of Chriſt to feed his 
Sheep. He loved his Lord; he loved his Service. 
He conſtantly fed the Flock of God, not for 
filthy Lucre ſake, but of a ready Mind. The 
Law of the Lord was his Delight; and under 
the Teachings of the Holy Spirit, the Subject 
of his conſtant Meditation; thereby was he ren- 
dered apt to teach, and had it in a Readineſs, 
without conſulting poor dry Papers in the Poc- 
| ker, to ſpeak unto poor Sinners the Mind of 
his Lord and Maſter. He thought the primi- 
1 "FILE VO "0 EM! 1 
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tive Way of preaching preferable, reading of 
Notes being What the Churches of Chriſt for 
many hundreds of Years knew nothing of; and 
accordingly, being a Scribe fitted for the King- 
dom of Heaven, out of his Theaſre e pn 


forth Things New and Old; which the Spirit 
of God owned for abundance of Good. Oh 
low were the Saints refreſh'd' under the Show- 
ers of divine Grace which God beſtow'd upon 
them in his Miniſtry! Into what Soul-amazing 
Foretaſtes of everlaſting Reſt were they n e 
And into what Sin- abhorring and Self- loathing 
Thoughts were they led! And T muſt add, into 
what holy and ſteady Reſolutions to follow the 
Lord fully, were they carried! In all reſpects, 
the Word did work mightily. Many poor Sin- 
ners, far and near, were brought out of Dark- 
neſs into Light, by his Miniſtry ; yea, I may fa 
many hundreds were turned F 
to Chriſt. His Labours were not confined to 
the Church; but wherever he was defir'd to go 
to preach the Goſpel, thither he went, thro' all 
Perils and Reproaches, without conſulting his 
own Eaſe or Profit in the leaſt. Indeed, as he 
never went but where ſome of God's poor Chil- 
dren called him, ſo he never went bur where God 
was with him. 'The whole Aim of his Work was 
the Glory of Chriſt, and the Good of Souls, 
therefore no wonder that ſuch Succeſs attended 
his Labours; for God never ſends ſuch Servants 


any where but where he himſelf deſigns ro come. 
Had he been a poor defigning coverous world- 
Man, he might have paſs' d indeed thro” the 


World without Reproaches, and fo he ſhould 
have paſs d out of it without having done much 
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in that Bing de which is 10 of this FForld. 
Ix was his Life ta preach the Goſpel of his 
Lord and Maſter; and his Anfwer unte thoſe 


wha uſed to tell him that ſuch Zeal and Labour 


would quickly bring him te his Grave, yo, 


mat he defir'd his Light might ſpins wirh | 


ing Brightngſi, — he conſun'd the faſler fo 
His Faith was ſuch in the Love of God, 125 


the unbeliev ing Proacbers abhorr'd. him; his. 
| Holineſs Was. * that: the vain and worldly 
| could not bear him; his Zeal for the Work of 


riſt was ſuch, that the dry the flat and harren 
him; and the Sincerity and Sim» 


Readers bated 


plicity of his Heart was ſuch, that the C . 
the Deſigning difdain'd: him. The great 


Hof the World, Self; under all its Forms and 
vigorouſly. oppos d ; therefore Idol Self, 


under innumerable Shapes, violently oppos d him, 

But the Lord ſtood by him, and ſtrengthened 
bim, therefore he held out in the bleſſed Work 
eg e exalting Chriſt, and the everlaſting Loye of 
Sod in him, ſaithfully to the laſt; feeding with 


pure Docttine the Lambs of Chriſt, T 
call'di; and particularly that Flock of God, 
which the Haly Ghoſt had made him G 


In Tenderneſs, Com paſſion, andithe deareſt Love, 
he viſited all the: Flock, i inquired into their 35 : 


ritual State, adminiſt red ſealonabie Encour 


ments unto the Weak, and agreeable Inſtructi- 
ons unto them all: conſtantly ſceking the Pace | 
of God: with them, and for.them. I ſpeak-in 
the Preſence and Fear of God, withour Partia- 
 liry, I never knew his Fellow in a conſcientious 


chearful Diſcharge of all paſtoral Duties. 
In. his Family 15 walked in che Fear of God; 


Where the. Werder of God was ſeaſonably” and 
__ orderly 


Fit he in the Name and: Strength of Chriſt 
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orderly kept up, and where the God of the Fa- 
milies of //rae} was owned, adored, and rejoiced 
in. As he took great Care to keep up Soy. 
IE 


Duty hiroſelf, ſo he called and encouraged all t 


1 


Families belonging to the Church "whereof he 
was Paſtor, to be conſtantly found therein; and 
the Neglect thereof in any fell under Notice 
for due Admonition. As a great deal of the 
Power of Religion gocs along with the due Diſ- 
charge thereof, ſo it is obſervable, that a cold, 
unſeaſonable, or formal Performance thereof leads 
to a total Neglect of it, and ſo to a baniſhing | 
of Religion out of Families, Cloſers, and Con- 

Nan . „„ o DIAS 7-0 1B 


Mr. Davis's Bounty and Liberality in givin 

to the Poor, according to his Ability, is very 
well remembered by many. He often made the 
Widow's Heart fng. for Joy. He abounded in 
good Works, and God made all Grace ta abound 
towards him: in the Morning he ſowed his 
Seed, in the Evening he with- held not his Hand; 
from firſt to laſt, he was a bountiful and chear- 
ful Giver, and God multiplied the Seed ſown. 
As he deviſed liberal things, ſo by liberal things 
he ſtood.” His Charity, in this reſpect, was not 
_ confined to the Houſbold of Faith, but extended 

itſelf to all in Miſery, within his Acquainrance. 
His Care for thoſe. in Diſtreſs always flouriſhed: 
He had tender Bowels of Pity and Compaſſion, 
towards all in Affliction; and according as they 


ſtood. in Netd of his Aſſiſtance, he was more 
forward to offer it, than they could be to ask it. 
He conſtantly ſtudied how he might be found in 

Thankfulneſs to God, and Kindneſs to Man. 
Therefore was he loving and kind to all his 
Adverſaries, patiently bearing Injuries, without 
Revenge. And when at amy time he was 8 ; 
. | | priz ; 


priz'd into Paſſion againſt any that offended him, 
it was always very manifeſt that the Spirit of 
Chriſt which dwelt in him would preſently 


make Faith and Love to flouriſh, and melt him 


into Meekneſs; ſo that, he could with greater 
Eaſe forgive the Offence, than his own Reſent- 
ment. The mighty Diſcoveries he had of For- 


giveneſs with, God, and the powerful Applica- 


tions of that Grace unto his own Soul, made. 


him abide in that Charity which /uffereth longs 


and is kind. Vea, this Grace led him out to do 


all Offices of Love and Kindneſs for thoſe who 


had hatred him without Cauſe, and earneſtly to 

ray for "thoſe who did deſpitefully uſe him. 
Therefore, when a neighbouring Miniſter, who 
had a principal hand in an uncommon Inſtance 
of Perſecution againſt him, was call'd to Eter- 
nity, he ſtoop'd under the Stroke, lamented the 
Loſs, and publickly, with the whole Church, 
condol'd with the People of God who were 


depriv'd of his Miniſtry and Service; praying 


the Lord of the Harveſt to ſupply their Need; 


and in expreſſing publick Grief, and putting up 


publick Prayers on that Account, took Occaſion 


with Meekneſs to mention the Apoſtle's Words, 


being reviled we bleſs, being perſecuted we ſafer 
it, being defamed, ve intreat. He was indeed a 
Follower, of the Lamb,  _ hs 


The Spirit of Prayer he did in an eminent, 


Manner enjoy. His Prayers were fervent and 
frequent. The Words indeed which he uſed in 
Preaching and Praying were ſuch as became 
ſound Doctrine, always delivering himſelf in 
Language far above Contempt, and in an agree: 
able Freedom, which render'd every Sentence 
far from being thought ſtarch'd or ſtrain'd: eve- 
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in thing he deliver'd was with duch ao Eloguencs 
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the Hope that was in him. He was fo far from 


a vain Elation of Mind, that his Soul always 
appear'd like a weaned Child; and he was fo 
far from a laviſh Dejection of Spirit, that he 
feared not what Man could do unto him. He 
was ſtrong in the Lord, and in the Power of 
his Might. When unjuſtly accus'd to Autho- 
7ity by invidious Wretches who could not fol- 
low the 

and therefore publickly and honourably acquit- 
ted, a certain Gentleman in a virulent and imper- 
tinent manner ask'd him what Buſineſs he had to 


go up and down to ſuch Places Badling ? for ſo he 


call'd the preaching of the Goſpel; Mr. Davis, in 
the Preſence of all, turn'd to him, and with a 
Countenance which teſtified a good Cauſe and a 

ood Conſcience, ſaid, Sir, [was upon the York of 
my Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt ; do you know him? 


W hereupon the Gentleman was ſtruck with Si- 


lence, and many more with Amazement. A ſedate 


and ftcady Spirit, clothed with evangelical Cou- 
rage, is an inſeparable Concomitant of Faith, and 
a holy ſpotleſs Life, and an eminent Ornament to 


the Chriſtian Religion. 1055 
1 ſhall only add, that as a Chriſtian every Fruit 
of the Spirit conſtantly ſhined in the whole of his 


Conduct and Converſation; ſuch as Love, Joy, 


Peace, Long - ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodriels, 


Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance, c. And as a 


Preacher he did in all things approve himſelf as the 
Miniſter of God, omitting no Duty, avoiding no 
Difficulty which his Lord call'd him to go thro! ; 
but by Pureneſs, by Knowledge, by Long-ſuffer- 
ing, by Kindneſs, by the Holy Ghoſt, by Love un- 
feigned, by the Word of Truth, by the Power of 
God, by the Armour of Righteouſneſs on the right 
Hand, and onthe left, = onour and Diſhonour, 


ir Charge, nor make any part of it good. 


by 
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114 The Holineſs and powerful 
by evil Report and good Report, rho' accounted a 
Deceiver, yet true he ſerv'd the Lord Jeſus, not 
looking at the things that are ſeen, but conſtantly 
regarding things eternal and inviſible; evermore 
avoiding to entangle himſelf with the Affairs of 
this Life, that he might pleaſe him who choſe him 
. f 197-00 90, 
Now my Reader will think it ſtrange that a 
Man of ſuch evangelical, orthodox Principles, and 
of ſuch an holy agreeable Practice, ſhould have the 
bad Word of any body, that gives Chriſtianity it 
ſelf a good one; but I muſt tell him that he has 
more Reaſon tothink it ſtrange that ſuch a conſci- 
entious Servant of Chriſt ſhould go through the 
World, with its preſent Face of Chriſtianity, and 
have the good Word of many. What! is it poſſible 
that ſelf· denying and ſelf-oppoſing Servants of 
Chriſt ſhould indeed be eſteem'd by the deſigning 
and ſelfiſn? Is it poſſible for a zealous Preacher of 
Chriſt to have a Place in the real Affections of his 
idle flothful Neighbour? And can it be thought 
that a ſavoury ſpirited Servant of the Lord, who 
loves to diſcourſe about the Work of the Spirit of 
God, in creating, carrying on, and ſupporting 
Faith in the Souls of God's Elect, declaring what 
he finds; and enquiring what others find thereof, 
ſhall be valued by him, who having by rote gone 
'thro' a dry Labour, loves to crack a few barren Sto- 


lies of this good Man, or the other great Man? 


No, Chriſt and Belial can as ſoon be reconcild. 
Mr. Davis's conſtant cry was, That which we have 
ſeen and heard declare we unto you, that ye alſo may 
Have Fellowſhip with us; and truly our Fellowſhip 
is with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; 
- And. thoſe: things declare we unto you, that your Joy 
might be full, 1 Joh. i. 3, 4. When it comes to be 
a Wonder that ſuch a Perſon ſhould be hated and 
Sy EP: ens revil'd, 
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revil'd, I am very ſure we ſhall be ſurrounded 
with a great many more Wonders. $4 
However, let it be a Wonder or not that Mr. 
| Davis ſhould be fo hated and reviled, I am very 
ſure I have not exceeded in any part of his Cha- 
racter. I live in the midſt of Hundreds. who 
knew him very well, unto whom his Memory 
is precious, who can atteſt to the Truth of 
whatever I have ſaid of him. A more holy, 
humble Man I never knew; ſuch was the Grace 
of God to him. But as thoſe who had not his 
Spirit, nor his Uſefulneſs, either thought that 
by their preſcribed Rules they could not attain 
the ſame, or did not care to put themſelves to 
the Trouble of a ſtrict Obſervation of any Rules 
in order thereto, ſo they evendeſpis'd what they 
never enjoy'd, and-reſolv'd to blaſt it in him that 
had it, and ſecure to themſelves their wonted 
Reſpect and Honour, by Ways and Means not 
here to be mentioned Ä 

. Notwithſtanding the many Trials of Mr. 
Davis's Life, his Hands were ſtrengthen'd in the 
Lord, ſo that he went through a chearful La- 
bour of five and twenty Years among the Chil- 
dren of God under his Care. - God gave him 
Wiſdom to feed them with Knowledge and Un- 
derſtanding; for he was indeed a Paſtor ac- 
_ cording to God's own Heart. The Babes he fed 
with Milk, to uſe the Scripture Expreſſion, and 
thoſe of full Age were fed with ſtrong Meat; 
and throughout was he gentle among them, 
even as a Nurſe cheriſheth her Children; ſo be- 


ing affectionately deſirous of them, he was wil- 
ling to have imparted unto them not the Goſpel 
of God only, but his own Soul, becauſe they 
Were dear unto hi. 5 „ 
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116 Some Account of Mr. Davis's Deceaſe. 
But when conſtant and prevailing Indiſpoſition 
of Body made it evident that his Lord was haſt. 
. eiiing to call him from his Labours and Re- 
proaches to receive the Crown of Righteouſ- 
neſs; it is impoſſible to put into Words the ten- 
der and mutual Affections expreſs d between him 
and the dear Church God was calling him from. 
Often would he in the Church with the greateſt 
Tenderneſs ſay, I die; and God will ſurely viſit 
%%. Oh his Prayers and Wreſtlings on his 
Knees” on their behalf before the Great Shep- 
Herd! that he would take care of them in the 
Wilderness, and keep them from all Error in 
Judgment or Practice, and feed the Flock of 
— (for in a Senſe for the ſake of God's 
_ everlaſting Love and free Grace, in and through 
Chriſt they had been killed all the Day long) 
even the Poor of the Flock, On the other 
hand, oh what Cries were ſent to Heaven, with 
Submiſſion to the divine Will, for his Stay a- 
mong the dear Children of God! Oh Tears, 
Fears, Floods of Tears did the Children of God 
pour out before their heavenly Father on this 
-Occafion! But the time drew nigh that this / 
raelite indeed, in whom there was no Guile, muſt 
die. I muſt again ſay of him, that if ſuch can 
be found upon the Earth, he was a Man in whoſe 
Spirit was no Guile, but his Work being done, 
he muſt be call'd to his Reſt. N rt 
In Views of the Approaches of Death he was 
helped to move on in ſteady Comfort and ſolid 
Peace. Some time before he departed I was to 
Vvilik him, and humbly took it upon me to ask 
hoh it was with his Spirit now in views of 
Death and Eternity? His Anſwer was, J am ſe- 
date. His Mind was ſtay'd upon the Lord, and 
ſo, was kept in perfect Peace, The 1 | 
1 0 i | E _ God's 
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God's everlaſting Love to his Choſen, their Co- 
venant - relation to Chriſt, their Juſtification thro? 
Grace in the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
together with all their Salvation under the Ope- 
rations of the Spirit, through all Grace, unto 
all Glory, his Soul to the laſt delighted in. He 
rejoiced greatly that he was going to the God 
of all Grace, and deſir'd others might rejoice 
With him on that Account; and having gone 
through his appointed time fell aſleep in Jeſus, 
Seßt. 11,1714, in the g6th, Year of his Age. 


He publiſh'd ſeveral Tradts, wherein any. un- 


prejudic'd Perſon may quickly ſee the Soundnels 


of his Faith, the- Clearneſs of his Judgment, 
the Meekneſs of his Spirit, and the precious 
Power which Godlineſs in Chriſt Jeſus had over 
every ching he took in Hand. 3-03 
I. The. Doctrine of Union to Chriſt and Fuſtiſi- 
cation in him as before, and upon our Faith, ſtated, 
cleared, and; windicated... oo GO 
22. 4 indication of Truth aud Innocency, in 
. . quſwer to a ſcandalaus Libel invented and printed 
againſt him, by ſame poor virulent Wretebes who 
were aſhamed to own their Work. : 
3. The Triumph of the Saints over Death; 
Mr. Bigg's Funeral Sermon enlarged and publiſhed, 
with an Account of Mr. Bigg's wonderful Conver= 
fon on. bis Death- Bed. | Wy 
4. The true Spring of Goſpel Sight, and Senſe 
of Sin; Feſus Chriſt. and him crucified, a Treatiſe 
en Lech. xii. 10. 


5. Faith, the grand of Evidence of our Intereſt 
in Cbriſt; or the Nature of Faith and Salvatian 
opened fram John vi. 495; 
6. Many precious Meditations on divine Things, 
in Verſe; a Book. commonly. called Mr. Davis's 
ms. | | — 
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The Concluſion, 


veral Tracts here mention'd together in one Vo- : 


lume, might be of ſpecial Uſe unto the Godly z 
and fome have not been without Thoughts there- 
| 1 But at preſent all is left to him, who is 

Lead over all things to the Church. Bur as holy 


Mr. Davis left a precious Teſtimony of his 
 Goſpel-Spirit in his publiſh'd Labours, ſo he left 


many hundreds of living Epiſtles miniſtred by 

him, written not with Ink, but with the Spirit 
of the living God ; not in Tables of Stone, -but 
in fleſhly Tables of the Heart, Many Seals of 
his precious Miniſtry were ripened for Heaven, 
and remoy'd before him; but many ſurviv'd 
him, of whom I may ſay the greater part remain 
 wntio this preſent, but ſome are fallen aſleep. | 


As I do not Queſtion but there are many 
who ſet a greater Value upon themſelves, and 
their own fond Imaginations, than they do up- 
on his Memory, or, indeed upon the glorious, 
conſiſtent and powerful Goſpel which he preach- 
ed, ſo I do not doubt but if ſuch evangelical, 
holy, zealous and ſucceſsful Preachers of God's 
free Grace were rais'd up now by the Bounty of 
Heaven, they ſhould. meet with the ſame Op- 
Poſition on Earth that dear Mr. Davis did. But 
may ſuch Preachers come, may ſuch in great 
Numbers come, though unto a vain, worldly, 
lukewarm, -ſelfiſh Age they are not welcome! 
Under all Diſcouragements we are glad of a 
A Redeemer, who will throughly plead 
our Li 


eth from his Labours, is with his dear Lord and 
Maſter, whither his moſt defirable York has 
followed him; Work without Labour: And 
though many great and eminent _— 
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Chriſt are in a like manner remoy'd, yet thro? 
Mercy we are aſſur'd, that according to God's 
faithful Promiſes, the bleſſed York, the holy and 
faithful Labourers deceas'd were engag'd in, ſhall 

even bere follow them. Though they depart, 
the Cauſe they were concern'd in ſhall not be 
| forſaken, though it may be interrupted. Ir ſhall 
be mov'd on in the World unto the promiſed 
and defir'd Perfection, by what Inſtruments, 
and in what Ways the Lord pleaſes. Whether 
the Oppoſition unto his Grace and Kingdom 
comes from the Debauch'd and Profane, or from 
the Noiſy and Selfiſh, under a Form of Profeſ- 
ſion, or powerfully from both, yet none ſhall be 
able to ſtay his Hand. W 


POSTSCRIPT: 


The Original of all Mr. Davis's Reproaches, and of 
all the Oppoſition made to his evangelical Doc- 
trine, ond and bewail'd by the godly and learned 
Mr. Huſſey, who was once deeply engag'd with. 
others in the Oppoſition, and whoſe publick Re- 
pentance I now take leave to propoſe as an Exam 
ple unto ſurviving and remaining Adverſaries, 
and for ſpecial Inſtruction unto all who are wil- 
ling to be inform'd. 8 | | 


HE Truth is, we were then generally angry 
4 <*þ with the Gp thro! the Nation, and la- 
© bour'd. hard to put out the Eyes of a diſcerning 


Faith. And tho' it did not come to the general 


© Aſſault ſo early as fourteen Years ago, yet we 
were generally by the evil Spirit ſtirred up at 


© that time to darken Counſel by Words without 


© Knowledge; and becauſe mort of the Light of 
« Chriſt was come into the World 4 pe — 
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© muſt more and more in every Age, upon the 
© Path of the Juſt, till *thar true Light returns, 
© and comes again into the World in flaming 
Fire) we had loved Darkneſs rather than Light, 
6 beeguſe our Deeds were evil; publiſhing that 
© for the Goſpel, which as to a great part of it, 
© roſe but little higher than be Lieks of Na- 
* fture, and no higher than the corrupt part of 
Man's Reaſon, molding and miſ-ſhaping Re- 
c lipgion to hide the Goſpel! And we ſaw this 
© had been always ſo contrary, in and out of 
« Pulpit (that if theſe things were ſo, or if ſuf- 
c fer'd to go on without Zeal to ſuppreſs them, 
s rather than pray and ſtudy for more Light to 
c explain them) we muſt our ſelves, in all our 
© own Scheme and Way of Preaching, be Over- 
c thrown , And Corruption will never bewail 
Corruption, but rather deny, or cover, or leſ- 
& ſen it. In ſhort, we were generally agreed to 
_ © run down the glorious Goſpel (wherein all the 
.  $. Difcernings come, and ſhine in the Minds of 
poor Souls, to bring them out of Darkneſs, 
and break their Bands in ſunder.) And we la- 
t bour'd to do it, by loading it with the Re- 
© proaches of Aatinomianiſim, Criſpianiſin, Da- 
© Vviſim, and I know. not what; which I am 
c afraid the Body of us have not been humbled 
- © for, nor repented of to this Day! And what a 
& ſad Condition will Chriſt one Day diſcover 
_ © thoſe: Men to be in, whom he ſhall judge ac- 
| 8' cording to their own Goſpel of Repentance, 
and univerſal ſineere Obedience, as the Condi- 
tions of the Covenant of Grace /*' Hulley's Glory 
n Unveil'd, pag. 312, 313. publiſhed in 
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